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Mozambique’s Chissano To Meet Leaders on Peace 


MB1904120290 Maputo Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 0800 GMT 19 Apr 


{Text} The Frontline States leaders met for about three 
hours in Harare yesterday. 


No statement was released to the press. 


A source close to President Chissano told our correspondent 
that the meeting covered the situation in southern Africa, 
particularly South Africa. The summit expressed satisfac- 
tion with the attainment of Namibia's independence. 


Our Harare correspondent reports it has been suggested 
behind the scenes that talks are scheduled to be held 
between Presidents Joaquim Chissano, Daniel arap Moi, 
Robert Mugabe, and Kamuzu Banda to discuss the 
situation in Mozambique. 


PANA Prepared To Service Embassies 


AB1804162690 Dakar PANA in English 1250 GMT 
18 Apr 90 


[Text] Cotonou, 18 April (PANA)—The director general 
of the PAN-AFRICAN NEWS AGENCY (PANA), Mr. 
Auguste Mpassi-Muba, revealed on Tuesday [17 April] 
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that the continental agency was now prepared to offer 
African governments a special news service for their 
embassies abroad. 


Mpassi-Muba said the news distribution would be car- 
ried out by a central computer to be installed in Europe 
and which will be capable of reaching all African embas- 
sies in the world provided they had a telex receiver. 


The PANA director-general said this when addressing news 
agency directors attending a UNESCO-sponsored seminar/ 
workshop on news agency management in Cotonou, Benin. 


The recently re-elected Mpassi-Muba told the seminar 
particpants that the innovation is part of the forth- 
coming commercialisation drive, whose aim ts to reduce 
the financial crisis caused by irregular contributions 
from the member states. 


On PANA’s editorial production, Mpassi-Muba said the 
agency’s daily exceptional effort which has been made in 
feature writing. 


He told the directors that the number of features produced 
by the agency had gone up from 75 in 1985 to 376 in 1989. 


Meanwhile, Mpassi-Muba revealed that the continental 
agency will be sending its own journalists to make a more 
complete coverage of events to compliment the efforts of 
national news agencies. 
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Chad 


FANT Claims ‘Sudanese-Islamic Forces’ Destroyed 


AB1904 144290 Paris AFP in French 1352 GMT 
19 Apr 90 


[Text] Ndjamena, 19 Apr (AFP)}—The Chadian National 
Armed Forces (FANT) yesterday intercepted a column of 
the “Sudanese-Islamic™ forces at the border between Chad 
and Sudan and “destoyed it completely,” a communique of 
the FANT High Command announced today. 


The communique stated that the casualties of the 
“enemy forces” included 517 killed, 208 captured, and a 
large consignment of equipment seized; including: 40 
Toyota vehicles; 10 ground-to-ground missile launchers; 
17 106-mm guns; and 16 14.5-mm sub-machineguns. 


Several other weapons were destroyed during the fighting, 
added the Chadian communique, which was broadcast 
over Radio Chad and was proceeded by martial music. 


The new fighting comes after that of 4 April 1990 following 
which Ndjamena stated that it had “completely destroyed” 
the “Sudanese-Islamic forces,” which infiltrated Chad 
through Sudan’s Darfur Province, it is recalled. 


A Chadian Army High Command communique stated at 
the time that the FANT had inflicted a “first and severe 
defeat upon the Sudanese-Islamic forces at Bahai and 
Tine (eastern Chad), killing 730 troops of the “enemy 
forces,” and capturing 315 prisoners. 


Ndjamena Radio Reports 
AB1904213090 Ndjamena Domestic Service in French 
1900 GMT 19 Apr 90 


{Military Communique Number Four of the High Com- 
mand of the Chadian National Armed Forces—recorded] 


[Text] Determined to fully assume, anytime and any- 
where, their noble mission to defend the fatherland in 
danger, the Chadian National Armed Forces, FANT, on 
Wednesday 18 April 1990 intercepted a column of the 
terrible Islamic Legion at the Chad-Sudan border. The 
smashing attack launched by the FANT against these 
mercenaries resulted in the total destruction of the 
enemy column. Provisional outcome of this operation is 
as follows: 


On the side of the Islamic Legion mercenaries: 517 
killed, 208 captured. Equipment seized from the enemy: 
40 Toyota light vehicles; ten 107-mm multiple gound- 
to-ground rocket launchers; seventeen 106-mm guns; 
sixteen 14.5-mm anti-aircraft guns; | Milan-type 
(?radio), 7 STG-9 weapons; several cartons of ammuni- 
tion of various caliber, 2 heavy-duty tanker trucks, | 
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tank transporter. Enemy equipment destroyed: 35 vehi- 
cles; twenty 106-mm guns; seventeen 107-mm gound- 
to-ground multiple rocket launchers; twenty-six |4.5- 
mm anti-aircraft guns: 10 STG-9 weapons. 


In intercepting this band of mercenaries in Libya’s pay 
and putting it out of combat, the valiant combatants of 
the FANT ave >nce again shown their fierce determi- 
nation to repulse any aggression and give a thrashing to 
all hegemonic and expansionist designs. This heroic 
action of the FANT, carried out today 18 April, which 
follows on the heels of other mayor victories against the 
Islamic Legion Forces and their secret backers, demon- 
strates the unshakable and constant determination with 
which the armed wing of the Chadian people has 
resolved to defend the territorial integrity, national sov- 
ereignty, and the gains of the Chadian nation. 


World Urged To Judge Al-Qadhdhafi Regime 
AB2004091490 Ndjamena Domestic Service in French 
1900 GMT 19 Apr 90 


[Text] The Libyan military offensive launched against 
Chad from Sudanese territory on 25 March has led to a 
vasi information and explanation campaign both within 
and outside the country. Mr. M’Bailao Lossimian Naim- 
baye, rainister of tourism and environment, was received 
on Tuesday, |7 April by the Togolese President, Gnass- 
ingbe Eyadema, to whom he delivered a message from 
the Chadian president, Alhaji Hissein Habre. 


A few days earlier, our minister of information and civil 
orientation was received in Cairo by the Egyptian pres- 
ident, Mr. Husni Mubarak. Mr. Adoum Moussa Seif 
officially informed the Ethiopian head of state, in his 
capacity as the current OAU chairman, about the aggres- 
sion of which our country is the victim. 


Lasi Friday, 13 April, our ambassador accredited to 
Tunisia, Mr. Maitine Djoumbe, conveyed a message 
from President Alhaji Hissein Habre, to his Tunisian 
counterpart, Zine El Abidine Ben Ali, the current 
chairman of the Maghreb Arab Union, of which Libya is 
a member. In ibis regard, it was to well inform the 
countries of the subregion about the manuev~.'s of the 
Libyan regime. 


Finally, Chad informed the United Nations Security 
Council on 26 March, the day following the attack by the 
Islamic Legion against the Chadian National Armed 
Forces positions in Bahai and Tine. 


This diplomatic action is at the same time accompanied 
by a vast explanation and sensitization campaign in the 
interior of the country through rallies and debate ses- 
sions through the various media. In all instances of 
Libyan aggression against our country, Chad has always 
informed and called on the international and national 
communities to bear witness. Our country has also 
reiterated its constant preparedness to make peace but in 
justice and dignity. 
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The war that has just been rekindled at our eastern 
border by Libya is another occasion for the international 
community to judge Al-Qadhdhafi's regime. 


Gabon 


Bongo Announces Establishment of Multiparty System 
AB1904210890 Paris AFP in French 2056 GMT 
19 Apr 90 


[Text] Libreville, 19 Apr (AFP}—The Gabonese head of 
state, Mr. Omar Bongo, has officially announced the 
establishment of a multiparty system in Gabon. He 
made the announcement this evening in Libreville at the 
closing session of the national conference on the coun- 
try’s political future. 


The Constitution will be amended and a new cabinet will 
be installed, in conformity with the conference's recom- 
mendations, President Bongo added, affirming that 
Gabon “can boast of being among the very first countries 
in black Africa to have achieved its aspiration of a 
pluralist democracy.” 


* Plot Against Bongo Caused Opponent’s Expulsion 
34190095A Paris LE MONDE in French 
2 Mar 90 p 2 


[Text] The head of the Union of the Gabonese People 
(UPG, opposition), Mr. Pierre Mamboundou, was 
expelled from France to Senegal on Wednesday. 
According to a statement made on Thursday, | March, 
by French Interior Minister Pierre Joxe, Mr.) Mam- 
boundou hud received several warnings from the French 
authorities as a result of his activities on French territory 
(see LE MONDE, | March editions). In an interview on 
RTL [Radio-Television Luxembourg], Mr. Joxe noted 
that this “extreme emergency” procedure “was very 
rare.” “I use it a few dozen times a year,”’ Mr. Joxe said. 


Mr. Mamboundou arrived in Dakar late Wednesday after- 
noon on a regularly scheduled flight. The French policemen 
accompanying him turned him over to the Senegalese 
authorities, who will find housing for him in Senegal. 


According to the French authorities, Mr. Mamboundou 
was plotting a coup against President Omar Bongo. He 
wanted to overthrow the Gabonese head of state with the 
help of French and Belgian ‘usinessmen, a reserve 
general, and secret police agents. The operation is said to 
have been called “Scorpio.” In July 1989, the French 
police services received warning of this attempt, suppos- 
edly led by Pierre Mamboundou, and on 25 November, 
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the Gabonese judicial authorities filed international let- 
ters rogatovy, which are currently be examined by the 
French judiciary. 


Given all of these factors, Paris decided to apply article 
26 of the order of 2 November 1945, which stipulates 
“extreme emergency” status for “urgent public security 
requircments,” by expelling Mr. Mamboundou, a 44- 
year-old former employee of the cultural and technical 
cooperation agency. On 5 February, he was placed under 
house arrest with the injunction to find a country of exile 
within a month. On 23 February, he requested political 
refuge Status. 


The Human Rights League has issued a press release 
expressing its “surprise” and demanding “more explicit 
information” on the decision. SOS-Racism said that the 
expulsion was “an embarrassment for democracy at a 
time when the young people of Gabon are taking to the 
streets for the dermocratization of their country.” Lastly, 
the Union of Senegalese Workers in France-Protest 
Action expressed its “concern” and said the Mr. Mam- 
boundou’s expulsion was an act of “discrimination 
against African militants.” 


* Bongo Caught Between IMF, Cali for Democracy 
34190095B Geneva JOURNAL DE GENEVE in French 
28 Feb 90 p 5 


[Article by Catherine Morand: “Bongo Makes Conces- 
sions To Stay in Power’"’; first sentence is JOURNAL DE 
GENEVE lead; first paragraph is JOURNAL DE 
GENEVE introduction] 


[Text] Between promises to the IMF and wage demands, 
he has little room to maneuver. 


On Monday, Gabon was cut off from the rest of the 
world. There was no telephone service, the airport was 
closed by strikes, gasoline was in short supply, and power 
was cut to some areas. The country has been paralyzed 
by a series of public- and private-sector strikes. Until 
now, Omar Bongo has opted for d.alogue and political 
change. How much longer can he maintain this course 
without endangering his hold on power? 


In the space of two weeks, Gabon has experienced more 
political change than in 20 years of authoritarian rule 
under Omar Bongo. Never before during his more than 
two decades in power has the Gabonese leader con- 
fronted such a wave of protest. It all began on 17 
January, when college students struck for better working 
conditions and quality instructors. The national police 
intervened violently on campus, causing much damage 
and injuring several dozen people. Reaction was swift. 
The next day, profiting from the confusion, hundreds of 
young people took refuge in the big hotels downtown. In 
a play for time, Presider: Bongo met with about {,500 
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students at the presidential palace. He acknowledged the 
violence committed by his troops, and he even offered to 
compensate the students by issuing them a chec) for 340 
million CFA [African Financial Community] francs 
(1,700,000 francs), taken from the national defense budget. 


Next, university and high school teachers went on strike to 
call attention to their grievances. They were followed first 
by hospital workers and then by electric company, postal, 
and telecommunications workers. As of last Thursday, the 
strike had spread to other sectors of the economy. 


‘Gabonization’ of Management Positions 


Demands include pay increases, better working condi- 
tions, and the “Gabonization™ of manzzement positions. 
In most cases, these jobs are still held by French expa- 
triates, who e2n five to 10 times more than nationals. 
However, many of the tracts circulating about the city 
denounced the corruption and enrichment of the gov- 
erning class and called for greater democracy. 


Omar Bongo appears to have learned a lesson from 
events in the East Bloc. He says that he wants “to take 
into account the profound changes that have occurred 
both at the international level and within Gabonese 
society.”’ Since the beginning of the unrest, he has made 
numerous conciliatory gestures, such as meeting with the 
representatives of various labor groups and ordering the 
security forces to use discretion. On Friday, he made a 
dramatic move: he announced the dissolution of the 
Gabonese Democratic Party to make way for another 
large umbrella party. A “commission for democracy” 
was established. 


Quiet Revolution 


The government paper ran the headline: “A Quiet Rev- 
olution” and speculated as to whether conditions were 
right for a return to a multiparty system. For President 
Bongo, who until recently still maintained that the single 
parties in Africa and the East Bloc were not comparable, 
this is an about-face. But will it be enough to defuse the 
crisis? Monday saw the country cut off from the rest of 
the worid, paralyzed by ever wurgeoning strikes. The 
Gabonese seem to want more than cosmetic political 
changes. However, most of the protesters are state and 
parastatal employees, who total 40,000. Together they 
earn 102 billion CFA francs, which is considerably more 
than -he 90-billion-CFA-franc maximum goal for civil 
service wages set by the second IMF structural adjust- 
ment plan. Any increase in total wages could threaten 
IMF aid, and it would certainly mean stopping service 
on the debt (which amounts to over 800 billion CFA 
francs), as was already the case from January to October 
1989. Between promises to the IMF, wage demands, and 
Staying in power, President Bongo is left with very little 
room to maneuver. 
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* Turpitude of Bongo Associates Cause of Riots 


34190096A Libreville L UNION in French 
28 Feb 90 p 8 


[Commentary by Ngoyo Moussavou: “The “Bongo Method”) 


[Text] Omar Bongo is a man of faith and a builder of 
genius, obsessed with grand designs and exalting visions. 
His address to the nation last Friday evening was one of 
those special moments that allow him to display the 
quality and the lucidity of his analyses and the dyna- 
mism of his political initiatives before a dumbfound 
public. Indeed, since January, history has been moving 
at top speed in our country. I am a reporter by training 
and have always had reporting in the blood, so naturally 
I take an interest in all these changes in national politics. 
As they say, | take an interest “in anything that moves.” 


I will have a chance in the very near future to get back to 
the historic reasons that led Omar Bongo to propose 
scuttling the PDG (Gabonese Democratic Party) and 
replacing it with the RSDG (Gabonese Social Demo- 
cratic Rally). My subject for today is the “Bongo 
method”—the head of state's recently iniiated direct 
dialogue with the people, which has allowed him to hear 
all sides. The debate may not be over, but these various 
sessions have already edified us on two points: 


¢ The president's authority is still intact in public 
opinion. This is a popular president. 

¢ Some of his associates cannot boast such popularity. 
They are reproached for having adopted an attitude 
that is at odds with the fundamental values the 
president has always advocated: social justice and 
equality, tolerance, peace, and freedom. 


Laxism, abdication in the face of responsibility, and 
suicidal management of the state—all of which are evils 
that cause the fall of empires—are their daily lot. Out- 
raged at so many abuses, the people have taken to the 
streets to demand not just material satisfaction, but the 
removal of the offending politicians as well. Thanks be to 
God, the risks of social explosion have been narrowly 
averted; while ‘n other climes one might have feared a 
crackdown, Omar Bongo has advocated moderation. 


For our people, the RSDG is a new chance to conquer 
the future “without rancor or reservations,” the presi- 
dent said. The apostle of dialogue, tolerance, and peace, 
Omar Bongo would like for us to consider the past tabula 
rasa and thus to avoid vindictive accusations. However, 
there is reason to admit that those whose negative 
behavior almost plunged the country into social chaos 
should not return to the upper circle, even under the 
label of social democrats, given the great disappointment 
they have caused and the hatred and vexation they have 
accumulated against them. 


The conquest of the future to which President Bongo 
invites us is a new process. It requires new men, filled 
with civic spirit and patriotism—new men who are 
capable of giving form to the cardinal values that will 


FBIS-AFR-90-077 
20 April 1990 


provide the framework for President Bongo’s future 
actions and condition the success of the third millen- 
nium before us: greater social justice, the equitable 
distribution of social wealth, and a significant reduction 
of inequalities. How can we believe for a single instant 
that those who cling to prerogatives and privileges and 
who have strayed towards a certain narrow conservatism 
can accept this new mentality? 


* Responsible State, Strikers Contrasted 
34190096B Libreville L°UNION in French 
23 FebWpl 


[Editorial by Albert Yangari: “A Little Responsibility”) 


[Text] High school students are on strike in Senegal. 
College students are occupying campuses in Ivory Coast. 
Niger, and Zaire. In Algeria and Mozambique. teachers 
have walked off the job. In Algiers, the bakers are on 
strike. In Abidjan, eiectricians are cutting the electricity. 
All over Africa, people are demonstrating against a 
background of economic crisis. 


Libreville has not been spared by the protest. High 
school and college teachers have gone out on strike, 
followed by government and private-sector employces. 
Work stoppages here, gatherings there, and often contra- 
dictory tracts and slogans are perpetuating an unhealthy 
climate of anarchy. 


Government authorities and business leaders have 
remained calm in the face of the flood of social demands 
and are taking care not to shut the door to dialogue. This 
point deserves emphasis. Few countries have demon- 
strated as much maturity and understanding in the face 
of pressure from the streets. 


However, you have to wonder at the irrespunsible 
behavior of those who call for strikes when the demands 
cf the workers involved have not even been aired. All 
uver the world, strikes are used to pressure public- or 
private-sector employers only as a last resort, when 
wmployers refuse to negotiate or when negotiations have 
rvached an imp sse. 


The government has on several occasions indicated ‘ts 
readiness to engage in serious negotiations with civil 
service employees, and the civil service minister has 
proposed a schedule of meetings for the purpose of 
revising the wage scale. Yesterday, the first meeting with 
national education representatives took place. W::hout 
even waiting to see whether their demands would be 
considered, the teachers have turned the children 
entrusted to them by their parents out into the streets. 


Such behavior is doubly reprehensible. Either those in 
charge of educating our children are incapable of self- 
restraint or, as some say, they are being manipulated. In 
either case, we have everything to fear for the education 
of our children. The time has come to appeal to the 
responsibility of teachers, who have accustomed us to 
greater maturity. The schools have closed, teachers are 
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falling behind in the curriculum, students may fail their 
exams, and our children’s studies are being disrupted, all as 
a disastrous consequence of the irresponsibility of the few. 


The government has never closed the door to dialogue. 
Quite the contrary, it has eve made a gesture towards 
the workers by taking concrete measures to benefit civil 
service, parastatal and private-sector employees. This 
shows how much importance the government attaches to 
doing what can be done to satisfy the legitimate demands 
of the workers. 


Make no mistake: if the proposed negotiations, the elimi- 
nation of the solidarity tax, and the early repayment of the 
solidariiy tax loan have not cooled passions, it is because 
the current movements are shamefully motivated. 


The apprentice sorcerers, troublemakers, pamphletccrs, 
and conscience manipulators need to be clearly told that 
they are aiming at the wrong target. They are fighting a 
battle that ts already over. If they had made a point of 
listening to ‘he president's recent speech, they would 
have grasped what he plainly said: the precess of demo- 
cratic reform in Gabon has begun. President Bongo has 
committed himself to seeing it through. Perpetuating the 
unrest is the best way to compromise reform. 


Maybe that is what the disciples of political politics are 
after. The process is now irreversible. Now is really not 
the time to wreck havoc. 


* Yugoslavia Offers Assistance for Construction 


34190096C Libreville L°UNION in French 
17-18 Feb 90 p 6 


{Article by Armand Ango: “Gabon Satisfied With Yugo- 
slav Cooperation” ] 


[Text] Dr. Cedomir Stirbac, the Yugoslav ambassador to 
Gabon, met yesterday morning with the fourth deputy 
prime minister, Minister of Housing Simon Essimen- 
gane, in the presence of Secretary of State Gustav: 
Bongo. During this first meeting between the two men, 
the Yugoslav diplomat assured the fourth deputy prime 
minister of his country’s readiness to increase aid to 
Gabon in all areas, especially construction. Autoput 
Gabon already gives Yugoslavia a strong presence in 
Gabon, and the return of Energoproject is not excluded. 
Dr. Cedomir Stirbac believes that broader cooperation 
between the two countries is needed, perhaps in the area 
of forestry. The fourth deputy prime minister com- 
mented that the Gabonese people and gove ament are 
attached to cooperation with Yugoslavia, which made a 
good public impression in the 1970's. In fact, Yugoslav 
construction firms built the Libreville highway system 
and the 12 March Complex in which we now pride 
ourselves during international conferences. Mr. Simon 
Essimengane is convinced that the Yugoslavs are com- 
petent in the field of housing. He took the occasion to say 
that social housing is an important aspect of government 
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policy and that Gabon is looking to its friends in its 
efforts to house all Gabonese. The fourth deputy prime 
minister and minister of housing welcomed the good 
comportment and open mindedness of Y ugoslavs living 
in Gabon, who have finally adapted to our customs. 


Zaire 


‘Relative Calm’ Reported in Kinshasa 


AB1904191690 London BBC World Service in English 
1709 GMT 19 Apr 90 


[From the “Focus on africa” program] 


[Text] Ever since the beginning of this month tension has 
apparently been simmering in the Zaire capital Kin- 
shasa. !* was brought to the boil by big anti-government 
demonstrations and a series of arrests to prevent further 
protests calling for the removal of President Mobutu. 
The president himself has been promising changes which 
are expected to be announced in a big speech next week. 
But the authorities have been keeping the lid on things in 
Kinshasa and the main source of news is from travelers 
crossing the river to Brazzaville. One of the latest was a 
journalist who has been talking to our correspondent 
(Antoine Miyumbala). He telexed us this report. 


[Begin studio announcer recording] The journalist, who 
requested anonymity, said that Kinshasa’s strects were 
relatively calm and that security personnel were not in 
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evidence, alt):ough there were standing ready for action 
in their bzcracks. He said that his research in the city’s 
districts suggested that, and | quote, there will be a social 
explosion if President Mobutu's speech next Tuesday on 
the 24th of April does not meet the people's expecta- 
tions. These expectations clearly are that there must be 
profound political changes. 


The journalist said that security forces stand ready to 
intervene at the slightest alert. He added that even 
though the demonstrations of April the 14th were pre- 
veated he saw some 30 people last Saturday [14 April] 
grouped near Nyili International Airport wearing ties as a 
deliberate infringment of the law which forbids the 
wearing of ties in Zaire. And now a number of tracts are 
being distributed in Kinshasa calling for demon:trations 
on May the Ist, International Workers Day. 


Meanwhile, an informed source here in Brazzaville told 
me that all copies of the magazine JEUNE AFRIQUE. 
which this week published the memorandum by Zaire’s 
bishops, calling for political changes, had been bought up 
by Zaire’s ambassador to Congo in order to prevent the 
journal getting into Zaire where it 1s banned. And 
indeed, for at least two days it has been impossible to 
find copies of the magazine in Brazzaville’s kiosques. 


The journalist, who lived in Kinshasa, told me that the 
bishop's memorandum had been rejected by President 
Mobutu. He was angry that the document had been given 
to the press. [end recording] 


Rebels Claim 800 Troops Killed in Menz Battle 


EA2004 114990 (Clandestine) Voice of the Broad 
Masses of Ethiopia in Amharic 0400 GMT 20 Apr 90 


[Text] The heroic people's army of the Ethiopian Peo- 
ple’s Revolutionary Democratic Front [EPRDF] in an 
offensive on 15 and 16 April 1990 has inflicted heavy 
losses on the enemy, as the enemy was on the move in 
Menz [northern Shewa south of Dese. and about 100 
miles northeast of Addis}. 


Accordingly, 870 enemy soldiers were killed, 700 
wounded and 36 others were captured. Moreover, 108 
light weapons, nine (’bren guns), seven RPG's, a large 
quantity of grenades and rounds of ammunition were 
captured from the enemy. Some of the places in Menz 
have become arenas of intense fighting. 


« 
Somalia 


Rebel SNM Congress Ends; New Leaders Chosen 


EA 1904100990 (Clandestine) Radio of ti. Somali 
National Movement in Somali 1600 GMT 18 Apr 90 


[Text] The sixth congress of the Somali National Move- 
meni [SNM], which started on 31 March, has ended. It 
unanimously clected a new SNM chairman today. He is 
fighter Abdurramane Ahmed Ali [nicknamed Tour, hunch- 
back]. Prior to his new appointment, this fighter was the 
SNM foreign secretary. The congress also today elected 
fighter Hasan Issa Jama as the vice chairman of the SNM. 


EAST AFRICA 7 


Dear listeners: We assure yw that we will bring you 
more on the outcome of the just-ended congress in our 
later programs. 


Tanzania 


East Germany To Close Zanzibar Consulate 


AB1904152490 Paris AFP in English 1240 GMT 
18 Apr 90 


[Text] Dar es Salaam, April (8 (AFP)}—East Germany 
has ciosed its consulate in Tanzania's autonomous 
Indian Ocean islands of Zanzibar and Pemha under 
cost-cutting measures by the new Berlin Government. 


Reports received here said the East German Consul- 
Generai Christian Fichte bade farewell to Zanzibar's 
Chief Minister Omar Ali Juma on Tuesday. 


Mr. Fichte assured Zanzibar, East Germany's oldest ally 
in East Africa, that the move would not hurt existing 
“cordial relations”. 


East Germany was the first country to recognize the new 
Zanzibar Government in 1964 following the overthrow 
of minority Arab rule and became the first to open a 
consulate there. 


East German-funded projects in Zanzibar included an 
ambitious construction of residential flats for free distri- 
bution to thousands of the islanders, the establishment 
of an anti-smuggling squad and installation of a new 
printing press. 

East German interests in Zanzibar would now be han- 
died from the East German Embassy in Dar es Salaam 
which covers the whole of Eastern Africa. 
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De Klerk Speech to Parliament Stresses Future 


MB2604073590 Johannesburg Television Service 
in English 1800 GMT 19 Apr 90 


[Text] The State President set out a virtual declaration of 
intent when he addressed Parliament today, one of working 
for a new South Africa free of any form of statutory 
discrimination. Mr. de Klezk said it was his desire to wipe 
the slate clean for the rewriting of the country’s constitu- 
tional future. Here is an edited version of his speech 
delivered during the debate on his budget vote. 


[Begin de Klerk video recording] We have sir, now 
arrived at a point at which the National Party [NP] will 
soon be ready to produce a comprehensive statement on 
principles fundamental points of departure and aims. 
Such a document cceuld serve as basis for discussion and 
negotiation with a view to establishing a broadly repre- 
sentative consensus. Consensus which co. . asa 
basis for working out alternative const’ \:on. | -.odels 
or, at least for the elimination of mode’: conflict with 
the consensus which inay be reached. 


The government accepts the responsibility of taking the 
lead in endeavoring to involve every party represented in 
Parliament in this effort. There is no question of nar- 
rowing down the process of negotiation to merely two or 
three parties. Every leader who seeks peace and who has 
a proven power base, be it large or small, has to be given 
the opportunity to participate. 


Here and there honorable members also referred to the 
formation of alliances. | am convinced that sufficient 
common grounds exist for formation of such alliances. 
The National Parvy will actively promote such a process 
and will actively take part in it. | believe that a wise word 
of the late Dr. D.F. Malan applies here: Bring together 
those who from inner conviction belong together. For 
this very reason sir, it is so important that the founda- 
tions of principles, points of departure and goals be jaid 
sow. From this alliances will develop and patterns of 
cooperation will be broughi about. Every one will have 
to realize, however, that the quest for consensus from 
which alliances may emerge will make high demands of 
every body. Among other things it will demand that 
parties which opposed one another in elections and at 
other times will have to join forces on matters about 
which they agree without surrendering their identities. 
The temptation to continue to get at one another during 
the process of cooperation will have to be resisted. The 
dualism of remaining opponents as well as being part- 
necs at the same time will demand great responsibility 
from all who participate. 


Another question directed at me dealt with my repeated 
undertaking in respect of a referenaum or election before 
the implementation of significant constitutional 
changes. More specifically, honorable members wish to 
know who will participate in such a poll. In this respect 
honorable members should take note of one important 
fact. The mandate the National Party vbtained from its 
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electorate in 1987 and 1989 was linked to an under- 
taking that the same voters would be able to express 
themselves on the results of negotiation. With that the 
National Party commiutied itself, already under my pre- 
decessor, to come back to these voters. Voters who might 
have voted differently are certain to have been influ- 
enced by this. Therefore, regardless of whether or not 
anyone else may have the desire to test their support base 
on the new constitutional proposals. the National Party 
will insist on there being tested by the electorate of the 
House of Assembly. 


The same option is available to any other house which 
may feel a need to obtain 2 final mandate before it 
participates in the implementation of a new constitu- 
tional dispensation. | also believe that 1 will emerge 
from the negotiating process, whether there is a need 
among other sections of the population, excluding those 
who are already voters of this Parliament, to undertake 
an opinion poll by way of a referendum or any other 
means. If it is requested, there will be no objection. 


This aspect of voting before implementation should not 
be confused in any way with the question of how voters 
rolis ought to be compiled in the new dispensation. That 
is a completely different question which is reiated to the 
content of the constitutional proposals. 


The NP is in favor cf universal adult franchise within a 
constitutional dispensation based on the priaciple of 
nondomination and in which the following mechanisms 
of protection, among others, are built: Decentralization 
of power, evolution of authority, constitutional checks 
and balances, decisionmaking by consensus, an indepen- 
dent judiciary. A common voters roll applied in a 
constitutional sysiem based on the winner takes all 
approach is not accepiable to the NP. It does not provide 
for adequate protection of minorities nor for the cul- 
tural, religious aud language differences among South 
Africans. However, sir, universal adult franchise on a 
common voters roll within a qualified system of political 
representation into which the constitutional mechanisms 
of protection, which I have mentioned, are built is 
indeed an achievable possibility. 


Following on this, Mr. Speaker, | also wish to refer 
briefly to some negative press interpretations here and 
abroad in respect of my speech on Tuesday [17 April}. 
Any deduction, sir, to the affect that it was a plea against 
the majority of the country’s populaticn getting what is 
their due is mistaken. The whole argument centers and 
centered arourd the concept of simplistic m: jority rule 
without the balance of protection for minorities. 


There are, Mr. Speaker, many good examples in western 
democracies where simplistic majority rule has been 
averted. I wish to mention only two. The United States 
of America, with its equat representation of states in the 
Senate regardless of their number of voters as well as its 
balance of power between the executive and icgislative 
authority. Switzerland, with its strong devolution of 
avthority and the rotational basis for the p-esidency. In 
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South Africa, Sir, we shall also have to find a way of 
developing a homemade model adapted to our particular 
circumstances. In this the answer is also to be found to 
the question raised by the honorable member for Clare- 
mont. I consider the majority model as applied in 
Namibia to be inadequate for the protection of minority 
rights in jouth Africa. It comes very close to a simplistic 
unitary majority model. 


Sir, I now wish to turn to the question of discriminatory 
legislation. Several speakers referred to it. Some reierred 
to it as apartheid legislation. There was, Mr. Speaker, a 
great deal of emotion involved, and it was clear once 
again that the acts concerned are offensive to honorable 
members, of more specifically the House of Representa- 
tives and the House of Delegates and also to some other 
members. The trend of the criticism is indicative of one 
thing. There are still honorable members who secretly 
suspect the government of not being sincere in its 
declaration of intent to do away with discrimination on 
the basis of race and color or any other ground. | wish, 
sir, to deal with this tendency. 


In the first place, does the government mean what it says 
about discrimination. The answer, Mr. Speaker, is an 
unqualified yes. We mean what we say. The NP com- 
mitted itself absolutely to this in its plan of action for 6 
September which reads as follows. | quote: Discrimina- 
tion between groups or against individuals based on race, 
color, sex, religion or group affiliation is unacceptable. 
Where discrimination still exists, it must be eliminated 
in an orderly fashion. This, Sir, is a clear and unequiv- 
ocal statement. We have not hidden it either. | person- 
ally and my colleagues stated it clearly throughout the 
election campaign, and we won that election. The gov- 
ernment, therefore, has a broad mandate for repealing 
discriminatory legislation in its entirety or to remove 
discriminatory aspects from legislation where this is still 
required. | want to say here today we are serious in our 
intention to do just that. 


Secondly, this raises the question as to what the govern- 
ment is going to do about it. I shall gladly inform 
Parliament and the public about this, with particular 
emphasis on those specific acts to which reference is so 
frequently made. 


Firstly, the Separate Amenities Act. | have announced 
already that this act ts to be repealed during this session 
of Parliament. That will happen. I am astonished that 
honorable members, and even the leader of a party, did 
not take due and proper note of this. 


Secondly, the Group Areas Act. About this too the NP 
indicated clearly during the election campaign that this 
act would have to be replaced in an orderly manner. | 
quote from the plan of action. Please give me the 
opportunity, | am dealing with your requests with regard 
to this and I am going to deal with it in detail and in full. 
I quote from the plan of action: Until such time as an 
e‘fective and generally acceptable measure can be sub- 
stituted, own residential areas will be protected by the 
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Gioup Areas Act. This will be done uy the firm yet 
sensitive application of this law anc 1% the instruments 
created for that purpose. Until such tin @ as an effective 
and generally acceptable measure can be subsiituted. 
The honorable member of Addo neglected to quote this 
aspect as well. The keywords, sir, are that any substitute 
or consequential measure or measures has to be generally 
acceptable. Generally acceptable means exactly what it 
says. New measures will certainly have to have the 
support of the three houses of Parliament. I am sure this 
will be achieved only if such measure or measures does 
not attempt to institute any new form of discrimination 
on the basis of race or color. It is the government's clear 
intention that the new measures should not be discrim- 
inatory, and | commit the government to that goal. I, 
therefore, sir, argue that the government has a mandate 
to deal with the Group Areas Act. We also have a 
mandate to put in its place free discussion and negotia- 
tion, something which will ensure a general pattern of 
residential areas in a nondiscriminatory manner which 
will be generally acceptable. 


Generally acceptable, Mr. Speaker, we have to realize 
also means a system which will give communities peace 
of mind with regard to their wishes and ideals on a fair 
and just basis. It also means, sir, a system which will 
accommodate the need and desire of some communities 
to be protected against financial exploitation. It also 
means a system which will not jeopardize civilized 
norms and standards. The government is working hard 
at the planning and execution of this, and I trust that we 
will be able to produce firm proposals soon. The possi- 
bility cannot be ruled out of such proposals being sub- 
mitied to Parliament in the form of legislation next year 
already. In the interim it is important that application of 
the Free Settlement Areas Act be continued in 0 der to 
broaden the available options immediately. 


Thirdly, the Land Act. What applies to the Group Areas 
Act will to a certain extend also apply to these laws. 
Because of obvious similarities, the problem is in some 
respects and in many respects the same. 


Fourthly, the Population Registration Act. Dealing with 
this act is more complicated than the others I have 
mentioned. The population register, which differentiates 
on the basis of population groups, is an inseparable part 
of the present constitution and the electoral act. There- 
fore, the argument that it has to be amended in conjunc- 
tion with the existing constitution is absolutely valid. In 
numerous discussions and meetings with domestic and 
foreign leaders, | met with understanding for the logic of 
this. It really cannot be done in any other way. I appeal 
to honorable members to accept this legal reality and 
rather direct their efforts and energies to creative 
thinking and planning in respect of a new constitution. 
The necessary amendments to be made to the Population 
Registration Act will automatically emerge from such a 
new constitution. 


Against the background, Mr. Speaker, of what I have said 
already, | wish to make a few general statements. We 
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shall never be able to have complete peace in South Africa 
as long as there is statutory discrimination. It is this 
realization that obliged the NP to commit itself to its 
present course. Sir, it is unthinkable that a new constitu- 
tion will succeed unless it has the reasonably broad support 
of every population group. And such support will certainly 
have to go hand in hand with a satisfactory solution in 
respect of those acts which deal with the franchise as well 
as with ownership and utilization of property. Because this 
is so, the long hours and the amounts of efforts and 
energies which are expended on protest against these 
discriminatory acts are really no longer necessary. As they 
stand, they are part of the old South Africa. All of us have 
to build the new South Africa. 


Mr. Speaker, in respect of the controversial issues I have 
dealt with, it is my sincere desire to establish a clean 
slate. Let us turn away from the prejudices that have 
divided us in the past, and build consensus and unity on 
the values and norms on which we are now able to unite. 
Let us approach our situation with realism, and tackle 
the complex and sensitive problems of our country in a 
positive and constructive spirit. Stop fighting history 
and join me in my effort to write the new history of a 
happier South Africa which offers a dignified place for 
all its people. 


Views Constitutional Proposals 


MB1904 130290 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1251 GMT 19 Apr 90 


[Text] Parliament, April 19, SAPA—The National Party 
[NP] would insist on any new constitutional proposals 
being tested by the electorate of the House of Assembly 
before implementation, the state president, Mr. F.W. de 
Klerk, said on Thursday [19 April]. 


Speaking in a debate on his budget vote, he said the 
option of a referendum would also be available to other 
houses that wanted to test their support bases, and to 
groups that were not qualified to vote for Parliament. 


He had been asked during the debate who would take part 
in the referendum he had said would be held before the 
implementation of significant constitutional changes. 


The mandate the government had obtained from its 
electorate in 1987 and 1989 was linked to the under- 
taking that these same voters would be able to express 
themselves on the results of negotiations. 


The NP had committed itself to going back to those 
voters, regardless of the desires of others to test their 
support base. 


“The NP will insist on its being tested by the electorate 
of the House of Assembly.” 


The same option was available to any other house that 
desired to test its mandate. 
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For those not qualified to vote for Parliament, there 
might be an opinion poll by means of a referendum or 
any other means. 


“If it is requested there will be no objection.” 


However, this should not be confused with the question of 
how voters rolls would be drawn up in a new dispensation. 


This was a completely different question, that would be 
related to the content of constitutional proposals. 


NP Envisages Multiple Voters Rolls 


MB1904 134490 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1322 GMT 19 Apr 90 


[Text] Parliament, April 19, SAPA—The National Party 
[NP] envisaged there would be more than one voters role 
in a new constitutional dispensation, which did not 
exclude a common voters roll as well, the state president, 
Mr. F.W. de Klerk, said on Thursday [19 April]. 


Replying to debate on his budget vote, he said the NP 
was in favour of universal adult franchise within a 
dispensation based on the principle of non-domination, 
and including mechanisms of protection such as decen- 
tralisation of power devolution of authority, constitu- 
tional checks and balances, decision-taking by consensus 
and an independent judiciary. 


“A common voters roll applied in a constitutional 
system based on the winner-takes-all approach, is not 
acceptable to the National Party. 


“It does not provide for adequate protection of minori- 
ties, nor for the cultural, religious and language differ- 
ences among South Africans.” 


However universal adult franchise on a common voters 
roll, within a qualified system of px “‘tical representation 
into which the constitutional mechanisms of protection 
he had mentioned were built, was indeed an achievable 


possibility. 


Views Altering Discriminatory Acts 


MB1904 194190 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1405 GMT 19 Apr 90 


[Text] Parliament April 19 SAPA—The National Party 
had a mandate to replace the Group Areas Act with a 
measure which was not just another attempt to imple- 
ment a new form of discrimination, the state president, 
Mr F.W. de Klerk, said on Thursday [19 April]. 


Speaking in the debate on his budget vote he dealt with 
the so-called apartheid laws still on the statute book. 


There was evidently a great deal of emotion among mem- 
bers who found these acts offensive and it appeared from 
their remarks that there were members who suspected the 
government's sincerity in doing away with discrimination. 


FBIS-AFR-90-077 
20 April 1990 


The Reservation of Separate Amenities Act would be 
repealed this session as he had undertaken in his opening 
address on February 2. 


The government was working on proposals for a substi- 
tute to the Group Areas Act which could be brought 
before Parliament early next year. 


The Lands Act was similar to the Group Areas Act and 
the problems to some extent were the same, although 
there were issues linked to the Constitution but it ws 
evident from preliminary findings that action could 
taken before a new constitution was arrived at. 


The Population Registration Act was more complicated 
and an inseparable part of the Constitution. It would 
have to be amended in conjuction with the Constitution. 


“| appeal to members to accept this legal reality.” 


“It is the government's clear intention that new measures 
should not be discriminatory and I commit the govern- 
ment to that goal,” he said. 


The party’s plan of action as campaigned for in the last 
election clearly declared that discrimination was unac- 
ceptable. 


“The government has a broad mandate for repealing 
discriminatory legislation in its entirety or remove dis- 
criminatory aspects from legislation where this is still 
required.” 


The Group Areas Act had to be replaced with “an 
effective and generally accepted” measure, the plan of 
action stated. Until this was done, the act would con- 
tinue to regulate and protect our residential areas by 
“sensitive application” of the law. 


“The key is that any substitute measure must be gener- 
ally acceptable. Generally acceptable means exactly what 
it says. New measures will certainly have to have the 
support of the three houses of Parliament. 


“That can only be achieved if it does not attempt to 
implement a new form of discrimination,” he said. 


A substitute measure would have to create a system 
which gave communities peace of mind, protected them 
against financial exploitation and did not jeopardise 
civilised norms and standards. 


Any reforms on land use would have to take into account 
the principles of free enterprise, security of tenure and 
vested property rights. 


This was the reason for previous statements to the effect 
that negotiations in this respect would have to be part of 
the constitutional negotiating process. 


Any land reform would include consultation with all affected 
groups such as agricultural unions and municipalities. 
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“However this does not mean that we have to wait for a 
new constitution before we are able to make progress. 
Preliminary findings indicate that we may be able to act 
sooner,” President de Klerk said. 


Urges Treurnicht To Criticize Violence 


MB1904 173090 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1407 GMT 19 Apr 90 


[Text] Parliament April 19 SAPA—The leader of the CP 
{Conservative Party], Dr Andries Treurnicht should take 
a stand against the violent actions of his party's friends 
and allies, the state president, Mr F.W. de Klerk, said on 
Thursday [19 April]. 


“The NP [National Party], and I think the whole of the 
rest of Parliament, is sick and tired of the CP’s nega- 
tivism and rudeness. Instead of trying to defend their 
unworkable policy of partition they just criticise every- 
thing”, he said in his vote of the budget. 


Instead of distancing itself from the unacceptable actions 
of its prominent supporters and partners, it merely 
continued its unjustified politics of emotion. Dr Treur- 
nicht should tell Parliament whether he had taken any 
disciplinary steps against the Boksburg councillor who 
had placed a pig’s head on the seat of a colleague of 
Jewish faith. He should also condemn the recent assault 
which had taken placed in the goldfields. “We ask him 
(Dr Treurnicht) to take a stand against the psychosis of 
violence and the illega! stockpiling of weapons which 
some of his friends and partners are engaging in.”’ These 
were matters of great importance to the country. 


Changes ‘Right,’ ‘Necessary’ 
MB1904172690 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1424 GMT 19 Apr 90 


[Text] Parliament, April 19, SAPA—Changes were 
taking place in South Africa because they were right and 
necessary and not to satisfy world opinion, the state 
president, F.W. de Klerk, said in his vote of the budget 
on Thursday [19 April]. 


The government had strongly and skillfully resisted foreign 
interference in the past and was still doing so. However it 
had a duty to ensure that South Africa received credit for the 
change and reform that had taken place. 


“We are doing what we are because we believe it is right 
and necessary and not to satisfy critical world opinion. 
While doing this we wish to ensure, however, that we no 
longer stand convicted for practices and policies to 
which we have irrevocably bade farewell.” 


Referring to the recent visit by members of the European 
Community, he said he had no doubt that they had left with 
a broader perspective of the situation in South Africa. 
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“Hopefully this will have a wholesome effect in the 
future on relations with this important group of coun- 
tries, which after all is said and done, represents the 
biggest single market in the world.” 


Mr. de Klerk said he was interested to hear whether the 
leader of the CP [Conservative Party], Dr. Andries 
Treurnicht, had had any success in convincing the dele- 
gation of his party’s “‘reasonable and workable policy.” 


The CP was looking for justification for its policy in 
examples of countries overseas whereas in fact they had 
shown exactly the opposite was true. 


He called on all CP-inclined people who placed South 
Africa’s interests first to rethink their support for the party 
and to analyse the statements of its leader in the light of the 
facts and circumstances prevailing in the country. 


Outlines National Party Goals 


AB1904 194490 Paris AFP in English 1922 GMT 
19 Apr 90 


[Text] Cape Town, April 19 (AFP)}—South Africa’s 
ruling National Party [NP] will soon issue a statement of 
principles for debate on the country’s future but does not 
plan to discuss apartheid laws in detail, President Fred- 
erik de Klerk said Thursday [19 April]. 


Noting that the so-called pillars of apartheid were ready 
for eventual alteration, Mr. de Klerk told Parliament 
here that a precise declaration of intent on the future of 
apartheid laws was nevertheless not being considered. 


He said the new, comprehensive statement would serve 
as a basis for discussion among “‘all interested parties” 
with a view to shaping a new constitution. 


One apartheid pillar, the Group Areas Act, which 
racially segregates living and working areas, might be 
replaced by another measure even before any discus- 
sions, possibly by early next year, Mr. de Klerk said. 


While emphasising the new measure would not be “a 
new form of discrimination,” he did not specify. 


The Land Acts, laying down where races may own land, 
could also be changed before any new constitution was 


agreed upon, he said. 


The Population Kegistration Act, registering people by 
race at birth, remained an “inseparable part” of the 
present Constitution and would have to be amended in 
conjuction with a new dispensation. 


The NP favoured a universal adult franchise based on 
the principle of non-domination and including checks 
and balances on decision-making, Mr. de Klerk said, in a 
repetition of what observers have interpreted as a refer- 
ence to white veto power in a new constitution. 
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The views of all South Africans, not just whites, would 
possibly be tested before fundamental changes were 
made, he said, by opinion poll or other means. 


The Liberal Democratic Party Thursday welcomed what 
it saw as “a movement closer towards us” by the presi- 
dent but was “unhappy” at the lack of specifics. 


Mr. de Klerk Tuesday [17 April] disappointed the 
leftwing opposition by avoiding firm undertakings in a 
speech that had been heralded in the media as pivotal, 
choosing only to relay the foundations for further talks. 


Despite calls for a declaration of intent, he said 
Thursday he was “‘convinced” that consensus had rather 
to be built on “fundamental points of departure.” 


The NP did not want to narrow the number of partici- 
pants in any debate, Mr. de Klerk said. Every party, large 
and small, should be given a chance to participate. 


The government was in favour of political alliances, he 
added. 


A government team is due to hold a first-ever “talks 
about talks” meeting over apartheid with the guerrilla- 
backed African National Congress on May 2, 3 and 4. 


Mr. de Klerk has met a range of anti-apartheid figures 
since taking office last September and the meeting with 
the ANC, which he unbanned with other opposition 
groups in February, is regarded as vital to getting nego- 
tiations started. 


Announces Natal ‘Plan of Action’ 


MB2004095590 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0939 GMT 20 Apr 90 


[Text] Parliament April 20 SAPA—The government had 
a plan of action to rectify problems in Natal and had 
started to buy residential land for black settlement 
around Durban and Pietermaritzburg, the state presi- 
dent, Mr F.W. de Klerk, announced on Friday [20 April]. 


Replying to the debate on his budget vote, he repeated 
his call to leaders to use their influence and disciplinary 
powers to end the violence. 


Part of the R1,000 million [rand] set aside in the budget 
for correcting socio-economic imbalances was being 
spent on improving the education infrastructure for 
Natal blacks. 


Steps were also being taken to alleviate the increased 
pressure on the King Edward VIII Hospital in Durban. 


Recommendations of the Reid report were being 
rescheduled to speed up implementation, President de 
Klerk said. 


“Poverty is not confined to Natal, but it is being aggra- 
vated there by the destruction of property.” 


FBIS-AFR-90-077 
20 April 1990 


It was important that the refugees returned to their 
residential areas soon, but this was linked to a reduction 
in violence. 


“| am pleased to note this morning that the mayor of 
Pietermaritzburg in an independent evaluation reported 
that the situation is improving.” 


While the violence continued, the massive development 
which was required could not be tackled. 


The essence of violence had changed in recent years, he said. 


“The fabric of violence has changed. What is happening, 
aside from that which is expected to accompany a 
process of change, is a vying for position in vlack ranks. 


“It is black on black violence which comes from intim- 
idation,” this thwarted progress with constitutional 
development. 


“Constitutional development cannot be attained with 
the swing of a panga [machete],” he said. 


ANC Official Comments on Negotiation Positions 


AB1904200090 London BBC World Service in English 
1830 GMT 19 Apr 90 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] South Africa’s President de Klerk has been going 
into some public negotiating in the run-up to next 
month’s preliminary talks with the ANC [African 
National Congress]. He said this week he was not pre- 
pared to concede majority rule. He wants minorities 
protected [words indistinct] power sharing. Well, the 
ANC’s position has always been one party-one vote for 
South Africa. On the line to Lusaka, Josephine Hazeley 
asked Aziz Bahad of the ANC’s National Executive 
Committee if they would react to President de Klerk’s 
rejection of majority rule: 


[Begin recording] [Bahad] Yes, for that is their position 
in the process of negotiations. We will argue our posi- 
tions and I am sure that the majority view will prevail in 
these discussions. 


{Hazeley] But, I mean, what is wrong with power sharing. 
After all, it would prevent a repeat of what is going on now, 
meaning the domination of one group against the other? 


[Bahad] Well, it will be necessary for us to [words 
indistinct] more carefully what they mean by power 
sharing. If they mean by power sharing that any specific 
small groups will be able to veto decisions that will 
prevent any major transformation of the apartheid 
sysiem, then that sort of power sharing is contrary 
towards everything that we have been demanding. Power 
sharing must not be another smokescreen for main- 
taining apartheid in new form. 
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{Hazeley] You have heard what each position is going to 
be at the talks. What will yours be? 


[Bahad] Well, our position, we have outlined it in our 
[words indistinct] constitutional proposals that have 
been circulated in the country and that people are 
beginning to discuss, and we are working out our 
detailed position in the coming period, but the question 
of a united South Africa where there is one person one 
vote, is something that is fundamental to our belief. 


{Hazeley] If you are going to insist On One man-one vote 
unitary system and they are insisting on power sharing, 
then you might as well not go to the talks because you 
may not get anywhere. 


[Bahad] No, we go to the negotiations with our respec- 
tive positions and fight for our positions at the negotia- 
tions. But, in any negotiations, there must be an element 
of give-and-take. 


[Hazeley] And what are you hoping to give. | mean what 
are you hoping to compromise on? 


[Bahad] No, no, we are not at the moment able to talk of 
any specific compromises. We are putting forward our 
general perspective which we believe the overwhelming 
majority of South Africans, including very many whites, 
accept as the normal thing. | mean the whole concept of 
ending apartheid has been accepted universally. [end 
recording] 


Viljoen Departs United States for UK 19 Apr 


MB1904115390 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0640 GMT 19 Apr 90 


[Text] Washington April 19 SAPA—Constitution Devel- 
opment Minister Dr Gerrit Viljoen flew to London from 
Washington on Thursday after meeting American secre- 
tary of state, Mr James Baker. 


Dr Viljoen told SABC [South African Broadcasting Cor- 
poration]’s Radio news correspondent in Washington he 
had held frank discussions with Mr Baker concerning 
recent political developments in South Africa. 


The American State Department said the half-hour 
meeting was in keeping with U.S. President George 
Bush’s standpoint that the American Government would 
speak to any South African patty or organisation as long 
as they advocated peaceful political change. 


Police Reportedly Kill Four Demonstrating Youths 


MB1904 143290 Umtata Capital Radio in English 
1400 GMT 19 Apr 90 


[Text] Black activists in Kroonstad say police have shot 
and killed four youngsters taking part in a demonstra- 
tion. The activists report that six policemen fired on 
about 400 youths who were holding a protest march in 
the township outside the [Orange] Free State town. They 
say some 20 people were wounded as they fled. 
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Police say they cannot confirm or deny the incident. 


Four Killed Near Viljoenskroon 


MB1904 144590 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1438 GMT 19 Apr 90 


[Text] Pretoria April 19 SAPA—Police shot dead four 
youths and wounded at least one others in the Rammu- 
lotsi township near Viljoenskroon in the northern 
[Orange] Free State on Thursday [19 April], Police 
spokesman Captain Ruben Bloomberg confirmed. 


Police were compelled to open fire with rubber bullets 
and shotgun rounds when a police patrol was stoned in 
the township on Thursday morning. 


Shortly before the incident, people who had gathered 
ignored two warnings by police to disperse, Capt 
Bloomberg said. 


Four young men were “fatally wounded” when police 
fired, and a woman was slightly injured. 


Petrol-bombs were thrown during the course of the day 
and a township funeral parlour was torched, Capt 
Bloomberg added. 


Talks Still on Despite Incident 


AB1904185190 Paris AFP in English 1836 GMT 
19 Apr 90 


[Text] Pretoria, April 19 (AFP}—South Affican potice~ 
Thursday [19 April] shot dead four youths and wounded 
at least one other during a protest in a black township in 
Orange Free State Province. 


But the incident will not derail the planned May 2-4 
meeting between the anti-apartheid African National 
Congress [ANC] and the government, internal ANC 
leader Walter Sisulu said. 


Four young men had been “fatally wounded” and a 
young woman “slightly injured” after police had fired on 
protestors in Rammulotsi Township, police spokesman 
Captain Ruben Bloomberg said here. 


The ANC, which cancelled and then rescheduled “talks 
about talks” following police killings of up to 16 demon- 
strators in Transvaal’s Sebokeng Township on March 26, 
“will not suspend these talks” despite the latest incident, 
Mr. Sisulu told AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE. 


ANC Deputy President Nelson Mandela had warned at a 
rally last Friday [13 April] that negotiations with Pre- 
toria had “no future whatsoever” if police brutality were 
allowed to continue. 


But Mr. Mandela, who returned to South Africa from 
abroad Thursday, had agreed that the meeting should 
still go ahead, Mr. Sisulu said. 


He gave no reasons as to why the ANC responses to the 
two shooting incidents differed. 
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Mr. Sisulu had himself said in the immediate wake of the 
Sebokeng action that the ANC would not be put off from 
talks, at that time due to begin on April 11, but was later 
overruled by ANC exile headquarters in Lusaka. 


The movement was still awaiting details of the latest 
shootings, Mr. Sisulu noted, but he suspected police had 
provoked the action, as in “cases up to now.” 


Police in Rammulotsi had been “compelled to open fire 
with rubber bullets and shotgun rounds” when a patrol 
had been stoned in the township, some 200 kilometres 
(125 miles) south-west of Johannesburg, on Thursday 
morning, Capt. Bloomberg said. 


People had earlier ignored two warnings by police to 
disperse, Capt. Bloomberg said, and through the course 
of the day petrol bombs had been thrown and a funeral 
parlour torched. 


Police claimed provocation had resulted in the Sebokeng 
shootings, when they killed form seven to 16 protestors 
and wounded dozens. 


President Frederik de Klerk Wednesday [18 April] 
announced the appointment of a judicial commission of 
inquiry into the action, a move welcomed Thursday by 
the ANC. 


The ANC only rescheduled the April 11 “talks about 
talks” meeting with the government after «eportedly 
receiving a secret promise from Mr. De Klerk to appoint 
a judicial probe. 


But Mr. de Klerk denied any such promise had been 
made. 


Rammulotsi, near the conservative farming town of 
Viljoenskroon, has not been a traditionally activist area, 
but since the release from jai! after 26 years of Mr. 
Mandela on February 2, a wave of violence has been 
sweeping many of South Africa’s townships. 


ANC Expresses ‘Outrage’ at Killings 


MB2004 123890 Johanneshsurg SAPA in English 
1230 GMT 20 Apr 90 


[Text] Johannesburg April 20 SAPA—The African 
National Congress [ANC] on Friday [20 April] expressed 
outrage at the shooting of four “defenceless and 
unarmed” youths by police at Rammulotsi township at 
Viljoensroon in the [Orange] Free State on Thursday. 


It was of no use for the government to blame the ANC 
for the violence in the country while security forces were 
“waging a war of annihilation on the masses of our 
people,” the organisation said in a statement signed by 
publicity head Ahmed Kathrada on Friday. 


“The governnient must seriously and urgently address 
itself to this crisis brought about by ill-disciplined trigger 
happy policemen whose agenda is to undermine and 
frustrate all attempts to normalise the political situation 
in the country.” 
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Police shot dead four youths and wounded others when 
they openi:d fire on a crowd of marchers at Rammulotsi 
township. The march had been claled by the Rammulotsi 
Youth Congress in protest against high rents, lack of 
recreational facilities and the absence of an old-age home. 


The commissioner of police, General Johan van der 
Merwe, has ordered an immediate investigation into the 
shootings. 


While it welcomed the appointment of a commission of 
inquiry, the ANC believed the commission should be 
headed by a member of the judiciary and inciude 
respected people from black communities—‘“not an 
interested party like a police officer”. 


Earlier, ANC internal head Walter Sisulu, speaking to 
reporters, said the incident would not stop talks due in 
May with President F.W. de Klerk’s administration. 


But Mr Sisulu expressed indignation at the incident, 
adding police tiade the lives of black people cheap— 
“like shooting brids.” 


Mandela Returns From Harare Celebrations 19 Apr 


MB1904 164390 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1543 GMT 19 Apr 90 


[Text] Johannesburg April 19 SAPA—African National 
Congress [ANC] Deputy President Mr Nelson Mandela 
arrived at Jan Smuts Airport in Johannesburg at 4.44PM 
on Thursday [19 April] after attending Zimbabwe's 10th 
anniversary celebrations. 


He was accompanied on the Air Zimbabwe flight by 
ANC internal spokesman Mr Ahmed Kathrada. 


Mr Mandela was met at the airport by his wife Winnie 
and other family members. 


He declined to speak to the press but said he would hold 
a press conference in “due course”. 


ist Mandela Return Report Killed 
WB/904155090 


{Editorial Report] Johannesburg SAPA in English at 
1541 GMT on 19 April transmits a service message 
killing item headlined ““ANC’s Nelson Mandela Returns 
From Harare 19 Apr,” published in the 19 April Sub- 
Saharan Africa DAILY REPORT, page 4. The service 
message is headlined “Kill kill kill” and states “Please 
kill our Jhb story (B256) slugged Mandela Arrive. Mr 
Mandela did not arrive t):is morning as reported.” 
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Mandela Welcomes Appointment of Sebokeng 
Inquiry 

MB1904175690 Umtatia Capital Radio in English 
1500 GMT 19 Apr 90 


[Excerpts] South African Police say they have shot dead 
four black youths and wounded about [figure indistinct] 
during a demonstration in the township near Viljoensk- 
roon in the [Orange] Free State. [passage omitted] 


Ironically, Nelson Mandela (?has) welcomed President 
F.W. de Klerk’s decision to set up a judicial inquiry into 
the shootings in Sebokeng township last month almost at 
the same time as the shootings in the Free State were 
announced. 


Mandela said it was a good decision that De Klerk had 
instituted the inquiry. He had asked for such an inquiry 
when he met De Klerk on 5 April. 


De Klerk said he had ordered the inquiry because the 
police force wanted it. At least 14 people are reported to 
have died as a result of police firing on demonstrators in 
Sebokeng on 26 March. 


Buthelezi Refuses Blame for Natal Violence 


MB190405 1390 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2336 GMT 18 Apr 90 


{Text} Ulundi Apri! 19 SAPA—Allegations that Inkatha was 
responsible for the bloodbath in Natal and that he spoke of 
peace while promoting destruction were not true, KwaZulu 
Chief Minister and President of Inkatha Chief Mangosuthu 
Buthelezi said on Thursday [as received]. 


In a forceful statement Chief Buthelezi denied media alle- 
gations in South Africa and overseas that painted him as a 
man with a “double agenda” who “talks of peace while 
encouraging death and destruction for political gain”. 


““Inkatha is being blamed primarily for the bloodbath in 
Natal/KwaZulu and, by implication, so am I. In some 
(media outlets) I am accused outright of having blood on 
my hands and of being all but an actual murderer.” 


He said Inkatha had organised hundreds of meetings to 
defuse the situation. In a bid to restore peace he had 
personally addressed rallies in the affected areas and 
called for an end to the “hideous butchery”. 


Chief Buthelezi said he totally supported the forces of 
law and order in their efforts to quell criminal behaviour 
and supported self-defence only as a last resort. In an 
impassioned plea he begged all leaders to get together 
and on a united front approach the people and persuade 
them to end the murder and mayhem. 


However he admitted the v.olence was beyond control. 


“I can’t stop it (violence). Mr Nelson Mandela and the 
ANC [African National Congress] can't stop it. The 
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UDF [United Democratic Front] can’t stop it. COSATU 
[Congress of South African Trade Unions] and church 
leaders can’t stop it.” 


“We live in a society founded on violence and challenged by 
violence. Violence breeds violence, spread spreading mass 
poverty causes social, economic and moral degeneration 
and reduces people to live dog-fight-dog qualities of life.” 


He called on the media to commit itself to a campaign 
for peace. 


“I believe that certain media representatives are witingly 
Or unwittingly taking sides in this conflict without really 
coming to grips with the inordinate complexities of the 
myriad of causes and effects involved.” 


Chief Buthelezi called on the media to examine their 
sources more carefully and establish the facts and avoid 
the propagation of misinformation such as the allegation 
that Inkatha had sent people to Israel for military 
training which was untrue. 


“| ask the media to get together and to define the role of the 
media in reducing violence and in enhancing the prospects 
of there being a negotiated settlement in this country.” 


He appealed for an end to war-talk and a national 
commiiment ') peace as violence would destroy the 
democracy South Africans craved. 


“Let us stop ai! the blaming and start doing what is right.” 


Israeli Embassy Denies Inkatha Received Training 


MB1904174990 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1427 GMT 19 Apr 90 


{ Text] Pretoria April 19 SAPA—Israel has never ren- 
dered any type of military assistance or training to 
Inkatha or any of its members, the Embassy of Israel said 
from Pretoria on Thursday [19 April]. 


Israel was responding to allegations on Wednesday by 
the vice-president of the SA [South African] Youth 
Congress [SAYCO], Mnyamezeli Booi, that his organi- 
sation had videotaped evidence claiming Inkatha mem- 
bers had been sent to Israel for military training. 


He said Inkatha “defectors” allegedly revealed Inkatha 
had sent youths to Israel for training “against apartheid 
and against the ANC [African National Congress]”. 


The embassy said on the contrary Israel had, since 1987, 
established “a wide range scheme of training pro- 
grammes, in the field of community development, edu- 
cation, agriculture, cooperatives and labour relations, to 
assist the oppressed communities of South Africa in 
preparing themselves for the post-apartheid era”. 


Inkatha President Mangosuthu Buthelezi on Wednesday 
dismissed SAYCO’s allegations as “untrue and patently 
ridiculous”. 
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20 Apr Press Review on Current Problems, Issues 
MB2004122790 


{Editorial Report] 


THE STAR 


Call for Inquiry Into Natal Violence—J ohannesburg THE 
STAR in English on 20 April in a page 10 editorial says 
while President de Klerk is to be “commended” for 
appointing a commission of inquiry into the shootings at 
Sebokeng, it is “regrettable that he should continue to 
hold out against a similar investigation into the violence 
in Natal.” THE STAR believes one reason the violence 
has reached its present pitch is because, the State, over 
several years, has persistently misread, misunderstood or 
turned a blind eye to the underlying causes of the 
conflict." Also, when police have intervened, they have 
done so in a manner perceived to favour one party to the 
conflict, thereby helping to bring about the collapse of 
confidence in civil authority that is manifesting itself 
throughout Natal.” 


Prosecution of Whites ‘Taking Up Arms’—*White far- 
rightists have been talking about taking up arms ever 
since President de Klerk started his reform initiatives,” 
and the time “has come to start prosecuting them,” 
declares a second editorial on the same page. “The far 
right needs to learn that violence is utterly self-defeating. 
Just as it has not hastened reform, it will never secure 
peace in the future.” 


Election of Future National Leaders—On the same page, 
Dr. Hennie Lotter, senior lecturer in the Department of 
Philosophy ai the Rand Afrikaans University, writes that 
there “seems tc be general confusion in South Africa 
today about the composition of the group of people who 
will be deciding the constitutional future of our country 
when ‘real negotiations’ eventually get started.” Lotter 
believes there should be “elections for representatives to 
a constitutional convention.” “This has the implication 
that the Government itself would have to fight an 
election for the right to participate in the constitutional 
convention—and rightly so, too.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


Support for Whites Search for Minority Protection— 
Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in English on 20 April in 
a page 8 editorial says that by repealing the Separate 
Amenities Act and replacing the Group Areas Act and 
the Land Acts, President de Klerk will “essentially have 
achieved” the abolition of apartheid. Regarding the 
questions of “transfer of power, the conditions under 
which it should be transferred, and to whom it should be 
transferred” these are constitutional questions and 
“cannot be settled by unilateral action, whether by black 
people or whites, left or right, but depend on agreement 
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between representatives of all significant parties.” *For- 
eign news media, the Americans in particular, have 
reacted with great excitement, and naive incomprehen- 
sion, to President de Klerk’s initial rejection of simple 
majority rule. In fact, whites in South Africa are not 
likely to welcome for themselves the fate of blacks in the 
United States, or of Catholics in Ulster. They will seek 
for themselves special protection.” There »re, “that this 
search may begin with proposals for mui..ple votes, or 
separate rolls, or special chambers of Parliament, should 
surprise no intelligent person. Nor is it unwelcome, since 
it implies recognition of the fact that the power to 
oppress will pass, not far in the future, from the minority 
to the majority.” 


SOWETAN 


Sebokeng Inquiry Welcomed—Johannesburg 
SOWETAN in English on 20 April in a page 6 editorial 
commends F.W. de Klerk for appointing a judicial 
commission of inquiry into the Sebokeng shootings. 
However, “it is a pity” De Klerk appointed the commis- 
sion after the African National Congress (ANC) had 
cancelled its 11 April talks with the government because 
of the shootings. “He could have acted more promptly. 
Instead he waited for a meeting with ANC leader Mr. 
Nelson Mandela to save the talks.” 


De Klerk Sheds Negotiation Gloves—Joe Thloloe writes 
in his “Perspective” column on page 7: “After a season 
of gentle coaxing, State President F.W. de klerk is now 
removing his gloves in readiness for his talks with the 
ANC.” “With the mastery of a martial artist, he has 
swung back to the original National Party position, 
demanding that the African National congress renounce 
violence and armed struggle.” De Klerk “laid the trap 
carefully,” by “deliberately” making the renunciation of 
violence an “unimportant issue.” De Klerk and his 
colleagues “were even praised for their willingness to talk 
to the ANC even when it was still talking of armed 
struggle. This round went to De Klerk.” 


NEW NATION 


Praise for ZANU, ZAPU Unity—Johannesburg NEW 
NATION in English for 20-26 April in its page 6 edito- 
rial says the “greatest feature of the Zimbabwean expe- 
rience has been the untty of ZANU [Zimbabwe African 
National Union] and ZAPU [Zimbabwe African Peo- 
ple’s Union].."” NEW NATION believes the disunity of 
black people “delayed the day of liberation.”” “Within 
our country, talks between the ANC and the government 
are about to take place—yet there is not yet a coherent 
basis of unity that holds all our organisations and people 
together. It is imperative that once genuine negotiations 
starts, there should be two positions on the table—that of 
seople and the regime.” 


THE WEEKLY MAIL 


‘Social Contract’ Solution for Country—Steven Friedman 
writes in his “Worm’s Eye” column on page 12 of 
Johannesburg THE WEEKLY MAIL in English for 
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20-26 April that “to some analysts, the growth of union/ 
employer negotiation shows that a similar ‘social con- 
tract’ is possible here.” “Successful ‘social contracts’ 
were agreed upon in societies with less glaring inequali- 
ties—a compromise which meets the needs of the poor 
but with which the rich can live may not be possible 
here.” “Even if a contract between unions, a post- 
apartheid government and business is possible, it might 
do little to end inequality. It could even increase it by 
ensuring that workers reap the gains of majority govern- 
ment at the expense of the mass of unemployed.” 
Friedman notes that a workable social contract will only 
be possible in South Africa “if it includes people outside 
the unions. And this will only be possible if these people 
are organised as workers are.” 


CAPE TIMES 


De Klerk Dampens Excessive Negotiation Expecta- 
tions—President de Klerk’s speech at the start of the 
debate on his parliamentary vote “was essentially a 
pre-negotiation statement, setting out his approach to 
the constitution-making process,” remarks a page 6 
editorial in Cape Town CAPE TIMES in English on 18 
April. “There were no startling announcements, raiher 
an endeavour to dampen excessive expectations and 
calm unnecessary fears.” “Mr. de Klerk indicated yes- 
terday that he will work for a power-sharing constitution 
with equal rights for all rather than what he calls sim- 
plistic majority rule, which he rejects. It remains to be 
seen whether this power-sharing approach can provide a 
basis for successful compromise, ushering in the new 
South Africa.” 


TRANSVALER 


Mandela Like ‘Trapped Animal’'—Referring to Man- 
dela’s London visit, which allegedly cost approximately 
350,000 Rand, Johannesburg TRANSVALER in Afri- 
kaans on 18 April says in a page 8 editorial Mandela is 
doing “what many other African leaders who live in 
incredible luxury do, while their people who have been 
freed from the so-called capitalist yoke struggle on in 
poverty.” TRANSVALER adds that Mandela, instead of 
“acknowledging that the president has done his bit 
toward reform, even in the face of opposition, insists on 
sanctions and isolation. This is not surprising because he 
realizes only too well he has been beaten by De Klerk in 
this round.” Mandela is in a corner “and obviously 
believes the best thing to do in such circumstances 1s to 
fight like a trapped animal.” 


DIE BURGER 


Clarity Needed on ANC Torture of Dissidents—C ape 
Town DIE BURGER in Afrikaans on 18 April in a page 
12 editorial welcomes Mandela's admission that tor- 
turing of ANC dissidents took place but says “serious 
questions about this issue remain.” “The ANC will have 
to clarify what it views as acceptable treatment in the 
interrogation of prisoners, and what steps it 1s to take to 
ensure its prisoners are treated humanely. For South 
Africans the issue of torture is of more than just passing 
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interest. As an organization that wants to participate in the 
negotiations for a new system in South Africa, the issue of 
its stance on democracy affects it deeply. Does it allow a 
place for people and groups that do not agree with it?” 


* Political Prisoners ‘Obstacle’ to Negotiations 
34000558B Johannesburg THE NEW NATION 
in English 9-15 Mar 90 p 5 


[Text! More than 700 political prisoners are currently being 
held in SA [South Africa] jails for their participation in 
armed actions, mass protests and community resistance. 


Their release has in the last few weeks been pushed to the 
top of the agenda at local and international level—first 
as a result of the adoption by the international commu- 
nity of the demands in the Harare Declaration, and then 
by the hunger strike involving hundreds of long-term 
political prisoners. 


The demands in the Harare Declaration, which include 
the release of all political prisoners, sets out the precon- 
ditions for negotiations between the government and the 
ANC [African National Congress]. 


But the subject of political prisoners has become the focus of 
intense debate, and their release a major obstacle in the way 
of negotiations. This is largely because the government's 
policies and actions, which prevent it from releasing the 
jailed activists unconditionally. 


Recognising the weight of popular demands and interna- 
tional opinion behind this position, the regime has never- 
theless released a small number of political prisoners. At the 
same time it has made it clear that, while it says it is ready 
to negotiate on the issue, it regards only a fraction of its 
imprisoned opponents as political prisoners. 


F.W. de Klerk said in his opening speech to parliament 
that “people serving prisoner sentences merely because 
they were members of one of these organizations (ANC, 
SACP [South African Communist Party], PAC [Pan 
Africanist Congress], etc.), or because they committed a", 
offence which was merely an offence because o1 the 
prohibition of one of the orgar.isat ons was in force, will 
be identified and released.” 


But exactly how many prisoners are covered in terms of 
this definition is unclear. 


And while the government has acknowledged that it 
holds people because of their politically motivated 
actions, it refuses to accept that they should be released 
by its unilateral action. Instead it says that it will 
negotiate their freedom, effectively using them as hos- 
tages that it could trade with. 
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Despite its willingness to negotiate the release of political 
prisoners, there is no indication as to how many releases 
it 1s prepared to negotiate over. 


Government figures on the number of political prisoners 
are far below the more than 700 listed by the Interna- 
tional Defence and Aid Fund (IDAF). 


Two factors militate against anyone coming up with an 
accurate estimate. One relates to the definition of a polit- 
ical prisoner and the other is censorship and secrecy. 


The government has never spoken of political prisoners 
when releciing statistics on its prison population. In 
October last year, justice minister Kobie Coetzee spoke 
of 374 prisoners held for “security” offences as of March 
1989. Independent monitoring organisations put the 
figure at anything between 1,000 and 3,000. 


In other cases the regime refers to people held for 
disrupting “public order.” 


Thousands were held for the “disturbance of public 
order” during the period of mass mobilisation from 1984 
onwards to just over a year ago. In May last year, 
Coetzee spoke of 1,117 people that were charged for 
public violence between July 1987 and July 1988. 


Strict censorship is also imposed through the Prisons Act 
and this has made the task of monitoring groups all the 
more difficult. Another limitation is that monitoring 
groups only emerged in the 1980's and after 1988, these 
groups, among them the Detaine’s Parents’ Support 
Committee, were banned under the state of emergency. 


More recently, these groups have estimated that the 
government was holding up to 3,000 political prisoners. 


The government, in 1988, also refused permission to the 
international Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) to visit 
prisoners held for offences related to public violence. In 
protest, the ICRC suspended all its prison visits. 


"DAF has neverthele s compiled a list of 753 people 
mprisoned for their participation in political action as 
at February this year. 


Of those listed, 14 were serving life sentences and over 
50 were sentenced to 20 years and over. Of the total, 535 
were imprisoned after January 1986. 


IDAF stresses the limitations of the list because of all the 
restrictive measures imposed by the SA government. 


It, however, identifies three categories of political pris- 
oners being held: those being held in connection with 
popular action, armed struggle and a broad group it 
identifies under the heading “Other.” 


Under “popular action” IDAF categorises those activists 
being held for their participation in mass action and 
community resistance, or actions of organised workers. 
“These trials,” IDAF says, “may involve charges such as 
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public violence, damage to property, arson and murder.” 
Close to 400 are listed under this category. 


Under armed struggle, IDAF includes names of cadres 
held for armed action, volvement in recruitment, 
military training, and “possession of arms within ltber- 
ation movement structures.” About 400 are listed under 
this category. 


Under “other,” cadres sentenced for membership of or 
furthering the aims of banned organisations, possession 
of banned literature, refusal to testify in political tr:2!s 
and war resistance are listed. According to IDAF's 
classification, this category has the least number of 
prisoners—wel: under 50. 


“It would seem that not even all those classified as 
‘other’ fall under De Klerk’s definition of those to be 
identified and released by unilateral action of the gov- 
ernment,” says IDAF. 


This cuuld leave the fate of hundreds more in the balance 
and could present a formidable stumbling block in the 
way of a negotiated transfer of power to the people. 


And without their unconditional release, De Alerk’s 
stated commitment to negotiations will cont nue to 
sound hollow. The ANC has demanded the releas~ of its 
members in recognition of the fact that genuine negot- 
ations can only occur if political activity is unrestricted. 
This means that there should be free and democratic 
consultation with those whose future is being shaped by 


negotiations. 


IDAF says the “steps to create this climate can only be 
taken by the apartheid regime which has imposed the 
restrictions which need to be lifted, and which has 
imprisoned people through political trials.” 


* Black Political Leaders View Causes of Violence 


340005594 Cape Town WEEKEND ARGUS in English 
17 Mar 90 p 14 


[The frightful upsurge of unrest in many parts of the 
country appears to have black ivaders as deeply per- 
turbed as their white counterparts. With reports coming 
in daily of new incidents of violence, WEEKEND 
ARGUS Political Correspondent Frans Esterhuyse, 
spoke to some leading political figures to find out how 
they see the causes of the violence and how they believe 
it might be ended.] 


[Text] Government suspicions that the widespread 
unrest might in part be a political ploy to delay talks are 
not supported by what black leaders have to say. 


All those spoken to this week were united in their 
condemnation of the violence, insisting it had to be 
stopped and insisting, toc, that they and their organisa- 
tions were taking an active role in trying to restore peace. 


But tiey see it as a complex problem and one that will be 
a severe test also for Mr Nelson Mandela when he 
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returns home from his triumphant tour of Africa and 
Furope. The violence has erupted in his absence in spite 
of his earlier call for peace and for “knives and pangas to 
be thrown into the sea.” 


The black leaders spoken to had varying theories about 
the causes of the unrest, ranging from that of frustration 
due to poverty’ and unemployment to political factors 
such as a spirit of revolt against the continuing grip of the 
apartheid system. 


Contrary to the government view, their belief is that the 
state of emergency is an obstacle to peace rather than a 
help. They believe its lifting would be an important step 
towards ending the unrest as well as towards preparing 
the climate for negotiations. 


A central issue causing concern on all sides is the youth 
factor. A militant ycuth element is said to have become 
virtually uncontrollable in its defiance of the authority of 
the older generat:~n. But just how the black leadership, 
including that of te ANC [African National Congress] and 
iis allies, propose handling the situation remains unclear. 


The Rev Stanley Mogoba, presiding bishop of the Meth- 
odist Church of Southern Africa, said the emergency 
should be lifted as “a signal that we are returning to a 
normal condition.” This should be accompanied by a 
nation-wide appeal from leaders of all churches, all 
organisations of the democratic movement, and all polit- 
ical organisations for an end to violence. 


Such appeals should be made by “all concerned, partic- 
ularly the leadership of Inkatha and the UDF [United 
Democratic Front], and all church leaders.” The peace 
message needed to be put across at public meetings all 
over the country. 


The United Democratic Front’s Mr Murphy Morobe 
said his organisation's leadership had visited various 
unrest-stricken areas to appeal for peace. Among those in 
the forefront was UDF general secretary Mr Popo 
Molefe who told a peace rally in troubled Katlehong on 
the East Rand that the brutality of recent violence had 
left black people “scarred and bleeding” and that it was 
a tragedy when people started butchering one another, 
no matter for what reason. 


However, it was a situation riddled with problems, said 
Mr Morobe. Leaders on peace missions in various areas 
came up against immense difficulties. One was that 
while peace calls were heeded by communities at large, 
groups like vigilante elements remained beyond the 
control of the leaders. 


He too believed that the lifting of the emergency would 
improve the situation by removing some of the tensions 
leading to confrontation. Leaders would be encouraged 
in their efforts to exercise discipline in a responsible way 
and the atmosphere of oppression created by the emer- 
gency regulations would diminish. 
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The Pan-Africanist Congress [PAC], regarded in some 
political circles as one of the most militant and radical of 
the black anti-apartheid movements, claims to be 
backing calls for peace and for an end to violence by 
blacks against blacks in the townships. 


Its president Mr Zephania Mothopeng said: “! can promise 
you that sooner or later unrest will be a thing of the past.” 


Calling the state of emergency “a major form of oppres- 
sion,” he, too, called for it to be lifted. “What we need is 
that the people must be free to express themselves.” 


He declined to say more, but PAC sources said steps 
were being taken by the movement to bring an end to 
violence in areas on the Witwatersrand and around 
Pretoria. The measures taken there would be extended to 
other regions. 


Dr Itumeleng Mosala, national president of the Azanian 
People’s Organisation (Azapo), said there was a need for 
people to understand the nature of the violence. He 
distinguished between “ghetto violence,” bred by condi- 
tions of extreme poverty, and violence resulting from 
political intolerance. 


Al present under the state of emergency, he said, crim- 
inal elements in society mingled with political elements. 
The situaticn became more complicated as a result of the 
repressive form in which the state of emergency had been 
enforced in the past. State violence itself became a factor 
in. voth “ghetto violence” and political violence. 


Although the emergency had, in effect, now virtually 
been lifted with police keeping a low profile at protest 
demonstrations and other events, the psychological 
effect of the emergency remained. People had not been 
told it had been lifted. 


The immediate lifting of the emergency would have a 
calming effect and would enable police to deal more 
effectively with criminal elements now disturbing the 
peace under the cloak of political violence. 


Dr Mosala, a theologian in the University of Cape Town's 
department of religious studies, suggests all opposition 
Organisations should develop a political culture based on 
strong principles and discipline. They ought to have 
authority over their members to stop any violence. Should 
they fail to do this their image would be tarnished. 


He sees as one of the top priorities of opposition organ- 
isations the issue of unity. This does not mean they 
should merge, but they should seek common ground on 
the kind of future they want. Alliances should be formed 
and a programme worked out for transition to a new 
society. This should be done even before talks are held 
with President De Klerk. 
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* Drastic Changes Urged for Foreign Service 
34000559B Cape Town CAPE TIMES in English 
19 Mar 90 p6 


[Article by Professor Peter Vale. director of the Centre 
for Southern African Studies at the University of the 
Western Cape] 


[Text] The heads of South African Foreign Missions who 
met in Cape Town last month will have regardea the new 
impulse within the country’s politics as manna from heaven. 


For 40 years it has been extraordinarily difficuli—if not 
impossible—to represent this country abroad. Even the 
Foreign Minister had recently come within a whisker of 
admitting that, as a young diplomat, he had found it 
hopeless to defend apartheid. 


The new situation suggests, however, that the diplomatic 
service itself will have to drastically change its composi- 
tion, if it is going to be even remotely representative of 
the country. Clearly, this thought is also in Mr Pik 
Botha’s mind: Whilst briefing his colleagues, he sug- 
gested that more—as it was reported—‘blacks” would 
have to be recruited. 


This is not the first time that the racial composition of 
the Department of Foreign Affairs has been addressed: 
Indeed. some gestures in this direction have already been 
made. Important embassies, the Netherlands and the 
European Economic Community, have been headed 
by—to use apartheid terminology for the sake of the 
point—a coloured and an Indian. In addition, a dozen 
jumior officials drawn from these racial groupings have 
served as diplomats. 


Tokenism 


But tokenism of this kind, if it ever had a role, has been 
rendered utterly superfluous by the search for a new South 
Africa. As the faltering siructures of apartheid collapse, it 
is Quite obvious that the co-option of groups and individ- 
uals was both counter-productive and wasteful. 


But what has gone before will make the journey to a new 
South Africa very difficult. For example, because the 
bureaucracy is skewed towards the interests of one raciai 
goup, the approach of real change might induce bureav- 
crats to dig in their heels; the consequences will be devas- 
tating. 


To bypass this, both the government and the ANC 
{African National Congress] might consider—even at 
this pre-negotiation stage—whether it is possible to 
cultivate a corner of the civil service which could serve as 
an example of genuine integration. There are strong 
grounds for believing that the Department of Foreign 
Affairs can play this role. 


Compromise and reconciliation are the stock-in-trade of 
the diplomatic profession. They are, accordingly, less 
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likely to be imprisoned by the unfulfilled expectations of 
more politically inspired bureaucrats. 


This consideration aside, the international interest to 
end aparther’ meaas that an anxious world awaits the 
new South Airica. The country will be the first middie 
power to emerge into an international community in 
which tne rules of the road have entirely changed as a 
result of the shift in East-West relations. 


Third World expe~'ations will be especially high because 
this country 1s a rcsatively developed African power with 
specific regional responsibilities. 


South Africans will suddenly find themselves members 
of particular international associations with which they 
may not necessariy be comfortable: For instance, the 
Antarctic Club and (pi obably) the Nuclear Club. [ -ever- 
theless, a true democracy wi!! cnable these important 
issues to be debated without endangering the security of 
the state. 


Share Burden 


In addition to grappling with these expectations, South 
Africans will be expected to share their burden of mul- 
tilateral diplomacy, through the United Nations. the 
Non-Aligned Movement and the Organisation of Africa 
Unity to name only three forums. 


But, more importantly, our foreign representatives will 
have to ensure that the country’s tenuous share of world 
trade is sustained or, preferably, increased. International 
relations in the 90s will be domirated by competit’/ on for 
world markeis: South Africa will certainly be no exception. 


These reasons all suggest that the managing of a post- 
aparth.id foreign policy will be an exacting task which 
will demand the best skills and the brightest talent the 
country has to offer. 


Both the ANC and the South African Government have 
relatively effective foreign representatives in place. The 
government has missions in 20 countries and—as the 
successful negotiations over Namibia showed—South 
Africa’s diplomats are more than able to hold their own 
when pitted against their international colleagues. 


The ANC, too, has strong diplomatic skills. The movement 
is represented in 41 countries and has developed coherent 
positions on a range of international questions. This is not 
surprising when one considers that its 200-strong Depart- 
ment of International Affairs is headed by the man who 
recently made such a strong impression on South African 
television viewers, Mr Thabo Mbeki. The department's 
administrative secretary is Mr Neo Moumzana, a Cornell- 
tran. d mathematician, who was formerly the ANC’s rep- 
resentative in Paris and in New York. 


The international representation both of the government 
and the ANC. therefore, represents a formidable body of 
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knowledge and the necessary range of contacts to constr ct 
an imaginat've new foreign policy which will liberate the 
country from the isolation which apartheid wrought. 


South Africans will need this freedom as they draw 
together a non-racial constitutional and political order 
which can proudly be defended in the furthest corners of 
the globe. 


* Plan To Counter Call for Nationalization Urged 


340005614 Johanneshure THE STAR in English 
1S Mar 9 p 18 


[Nancy Seyas, senior researcher at the Free Market 
Foundation, writes on the need for a free market plan to 
counter ANC calls for nationalisation] 


[Text] Nationalisation of “key industries” like mining 
and banking. the ANC [African National Congress] says, 
will bring “social justice™: it will generate money for the 
post-apartheid government to pour into black education 
and housing. 


Free marketeers say this plan won't work, and they are 
right. But we have yet to hear their plan. Here's one, 
offered for debate. 


First, the criticism: mine nationalisation has never 
brought a country extra wealth to spread around. When 
English coal mines were nationalised in 1947, they were 
producing roughly 197 million tons a year. Twenty years 
later they were producing 20 million tons less. In 1959, 
the British Government prohibited all imports of coal. In 
1961 it slapped a duty on fuel oil, coal’s competitor, and 
in 1967 forced the British electricity industry to start 
burning 6 million tons of coal a year, over and above 
what it actualy needed. 


Subsidies to the coal mines trebled in the early 1980s, 
and by 1985 it cost Britain three times as much to 
produce a ton of coal as it cost Australia, the United 
States or South Africa. 


The Zambian copper mines were nationalised in 1969 
when they were producing 750,000 tons a year. Now they 
are producing 400,000, or adout half of what they 
produced 20 years ago. Between 1970 and 1985, when 
most of the nationalisation and economic repression in 
independent southern Africa started, the region's share 
of world exports fell from 7 percent to 4 percent. 


THE ECONOMIST (9 December last year) estimates that 
drop has cost southern Africa $10 billion (about R26 
billion) a year, or about R130 billion in lost earnings. 


Few economists blame governments alone for these 
economic disasters (world markets, the political environ- 
ment and changing technology all played a role), but 
what is the fault of government alone is the economic 
controls that came with, or followed, nationalisation. 
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Milking an Industry 


Any government that attempts to milk an industry through 
nationalisation and redistribution of its profits is bound to 
resort to subsidies, controls on imports and other attempts 
at protection, once the milch cow starts to falter. 


If the post-aparth=id government wants “sociai justice,” it 
would do much better to free the people, and let them 
bring justice to tuemselves. The people have always been 
better than the government at raising tie welfare of the 
nation. 


Fesearch shows that in the Transvaal Republic under 
President Paul Kruger, 90 percent of white children 
attended school without any laws to force them to go, or 
government-funded schools. 


Misleading statistics about school-age children con- 
vinced the British Government of the 1800s to make 
schooling mandatory and to build public schools. The 
result: embarrassingly empty government schools. 


To fill them, the government gave bigger and bigger subsi- 
dies to the public schools to help them lower their fees. 


It wasn't long before the private schools could no longer 
compete with the subsidised low fees at government 
schools. As the competition withered away, standards at 
government schools began to drop. 


After 100 years of this system, the British Government is 
Starting to reform education. Under new legislation, 
British schools can choose to “opt out” of government 
control, yet still be funded by government. 


This kind of reform in South Africa would solve the 
problem of unequal education funding between races. 
We would simply take the education budget and divide it 
between the total number of pupils attending govern- 
ment schools. 


It would depoliticise education, because parents would 
have the major responsibility for deciding what it taught 
in schools. 


The same is true of the housing shortage in South Africa: 
completely private control of land and housing will end 
the shortage. The major obstacle to affordable housing 
for all in South Africa is not poverty, although that plays 
a large role, but legislation. 


We have a plethora of legislation that either directly 
prohibits black people from buying land or houses, or 
‘makes it prohibitively expensive for poor and middle- 
income people in general. 


What black people need most is a sysiem that protects 
propeity rights, and despite how their rights have been 
violated in the past, a post-apartheid government cannot 
afford to condone that by doing the same thing. 
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Privatising townships has been rccommended and also 
handing to squatiers governmen: land on which squat- 
ters are living. 


Free Society 


The kind of thing you find in a free society includes private 
initiatives to help the poor to provide “social justice.” 
That is because there is an economic Opportunity in it. 
There is a huge demand in South Africa for low-ost 
housing, low-cost medical care, job training and education. 


Unfortunately, governments don't go out of business. The 
people, especially the poor, simply have to suffer under 
governments’ inefficiency and injustice until they can win 
their freedom. In the post-apartheid South Africa, it is the 
people who should be in business—erpecially the business 
of social justice—not the government. 


* ANC’s Limited Authority in Townships Exposed 


34000559C Cape Town CAPE TIMES in English 
19 Mar 90 p6 


{Article by Ken Owen] 


[Text] The ANC [African National Congress} is gradu- 
ally coming into focus and as the myths fade they 
become less fearsome. Nelson Mandela’s vain appeal for 
calm has exposed the limits of the ANC’s authority in the 
townships, just as his appeal in Stockholm for sanctions 
has exposed the limits of the ANC’s power. 


Until 2 February, the ANC edifice seemed as monolithic 
and impervious as Afrikaner power had seemed under 
John Vorster, since then, cracks have begun to spread in 
ali directions. By stripping away the veil of its banning, 
President De Klerk has reduced the ANC and its leaders 
to human scale. 


While the banning orders lasted, internal organisations like 
the UDF [United Democratic Front}, Cosatu [Congress of 
South African Trade Unions] and the MDM [Mass Dem- 
ocratic Movement] were ha, py erough to be perceived as 
surrogates for the banned Seaders abroad; hardly a move 
was made without a pilgrimage to Lusaka to get the AN(."s 
blessing. Now they cling to independent life. 


Not long ago, every political g; up that wanted to certify 
its credentials, including the Black Sash and Wynand 
Malan’s new-born Afrikaner democrats, paid homage in 
Lusaka. When the bans were lifted, ecstatic leaders of the 
Transvaal Indian Congress [TIC], going overboard with 
enthusiasm, talked of merging with the ANC, and going 
out of existence. 


Unchallenged Myth 


Since Mandela has been free, the tune has changed. UDF 
leaders show no desperate impatience to merge their 
identities in the greater liberation movement, Wynand 
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Malan is disenchanted, the unions have discerned that 
their power base lies in their own membership rather 
than the ANC’s membership, the Pan-Africanist Con- 
gress and the splinter Pan Africanist Movement are 
consolidating their own support, and the TIC won- 
drousiy clings to life. 


As a liberation myth, the ANC has been unchallenged: 
even Chief Mangosuthu Buthelezi, whom the ANC once 
tried to kill and whom ANC groupies still regularly 
slander, felt it necessary to pay homage to the impris- 
oned Nelson Mandela, if not to the organisation itself. 


But the ANC’s strength has always been unknown, and 
sometimes suspect. The only scientific estimate of its 
strength as an organisation, so far as | am aware, was made 
by Edward Feit before he emigrated, from the documents 
submitted in the great treason trial of the Fifties. 


He concluded that membership at its height was 100,000 
(yes, one hundred thusand), although tacit support was 
of course much greater, and sympathy probably encom- 
passed most of the black population. 


Even in those days, however, the ANC was subject to 
factionalism, leadership struggles, and actual splits, the 
greatest of which resulted in the formation of the PAC 
{[Pan-Africanist Congress] and which sprang from the 
domination of the ANC by white and Indian commu- 
nists. Black ns ‘%nalism has never been an easy horse for 
the SA [South African] Communist Party to ride. 


Since then, though the PAC waned in exile, the Biko-led 
Black Consciousness Movement sprang up indepen- 
dently of the ANC and to its consternation (I have in my 
possession documents attesting to the attacks launched 
abroad by the ANC on exiled BC [Black Consciousness] 
leaders, among them the famous young Tsietsi Mashi- 
nini who came to prominence in the 1976 Soweto 
revolt). 


More important, while the ANC smuggled small quanti- 
ties of weapons and explosives for what it called, with 
more faith than precision, “the armed struggle.” a new 
breed of internal leaders was fighting apartheid in its 
own way, with growing skill and political shrewdness. 


Leaders like Cyril Ramaphosa of the National Mineworkers’ 
Union, or Jay Naidoo of Cosatu, or Patrick Lekota and 
Moses Mayekiso—to name only a few figures now familiar 
to white South Africans—may or may not be devoted to the 
ANC, but they rose by their own efforts. 


No outsider (and certainly no white outsider) can trace 
the complex network of relationships and fissures in 
black politics, nor do I wish to try. But already it is plain 
even to outsiders that Nelson Mandela does not control 
the black people of South Africa: his authority is tenuous 
and limited. 


He calls on schoolchildren to go back to school—and the 
teachers walk out. He says, ““Throw your weapons in the 
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sea,” and his plea is instantly followed by an orgy of 
mayhem and killing. He calls for discipline, and every- 
where there ensue displays of self-indulgent violence. 


Not that many people actually challenge the ANC myths. 
On the contrary, everybody invokes them; the ANC 
name is a kind of magic. In darkest Gazankulu, blood- 
thirsty pamphlets circulate, calling youngsters to battle 
in the name of the ANC, but nobody knows who pro- 
duced them. The ANC repudiates them. 


As the organisation goes into negotiations with President 
De Klerk next month, it carries three political weapons. 
The first is the threat of “armed struggle,” based on a 
reputed 7,000 unhappy young people in camps halfway 
across Africa, whose East Bloc supplies of arms are 


drying up. 


A close reading of the ANC’s statements on armed struggle, 
including Chris Hani’s fanciful thoughts on integrating 
Umkhonto we Sizwe with the SADF [South African Defense 
Forces], invites the suspicion that even the fiercest ANC 
members see it as a bargaining chip. They really have no 
hope of dislodging the whites by force. 


The second weapon is sanctions, perceived as the instru- 
ment that brought the Nationalists to the bargaining 
table and therefore as the instrument to break their 
intransigence in the coming negotiations. Every time the 
Nationalists baulk at a further concession, sanctions will 
be invoked. 


The third weapon, a dangerous one, is mass support 
within the country. To use it the ANC must establish 
Organisational structures, mobilise workers and students 
for strikes and stayaways, and generally bring the 
country to a halt. 


The consequences, if mass action continues for long, are 
daunting not only for the Natonalists and white moder- 
ates, but for the black middle classes who must be caught 
in the middle, and for the ageing leadership of the ANC. 
If mass action gets out of hand—and who can control 
it?—South Africa may well be embarked on that ter- 
minal struggle that even Granite John Vorster dared not 
contemplate, and which President De Klerk calls an 
Eighty Years’ War. 


The horror of a fullscale power struggle is, | believe, the 
main impetus behind negotations, both wi the NP 
[National Party] and in the ANC. Sane leaders can..ot do 
otherwise. But in those negotiations, President De Klerk 
holds the aces. 


He has an army, a police force, a government, a Budget 
of R73bn, literate and skilled supporters, and so much, 
much more; Nelson Mandela has a phantom army, and a 
suspect power base, and sanctions. We should not be 
surprised, nor unduly alarmed, if he cries desperately to 
the outside world to keep sanctions in place while he 
bargains. The ANC has the love of the Swedes. 
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Until the ANC shows that it is in command of the people 
who cry “Viva ANC” and “Viva Mandela,” and that it is 
as beloved of the masses in Soweto as in Stockholm, 
sanctions constitute the only credible pressure that mod- 
erate leaders like Mandela can invoke. The alternative is 
to follow the township youth. 


* Wave of Resistance in Townships Viewed 
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[First paragraph NATION commentary] 


[Text] In the past few weeks, the wave of resistance in the 
bantustans has toppled the Sebes in the Ciskei, sent 
Gazankulu’s Hudson Ntsanwisi into hiding and has 
caused the Boputhatswana security forces to clamp down 
On progressive organisations. Some 13,830,417 people— 
more than 51 percent of the country’s African popula- 
tion of 26,974,284 people—live in South Africa’s 10 
bantustans. Conditions are ,*nerally appalling, with 
most bantustan residents living in poverty. In compar- 
ison to this poverty, many bantustan leaders live in 
luxury brought about by corruption when dealing with 
government finances. During last year alone, the South 
African government contributed R5,567,739,000 to the 
running of the 10 bantustans. In addition, the combined 
debt of the “independent” bantustans—Transkei, Bop, 
Venda and Ciskei (TBVC)}—is R5-billion. The other six 
bantustans—Gazankulu, KaNgwane, KwaNdebele, kwa- 
Zulu, Lebowa and QwaQwa—have a combined debt of 
R400-million. While Boputhatswana, Gazankulu and 
kwaNdebele are continuing to crush opposition to their 
rule, other bantustan leaders, especially Transkei’s Bantu 
Holomisa, the Ciskei’s new ruler, Brigadier Oupa 
Gqozo, Lebowa’s Nelson Ramodike and KaNgwane’s 
Enos Mabuza are seeking closer ties with the mass 
democratic movement and the ANC [African National 
Congress}. NEW NATION takes a look at the latest 
developments in the bantustans, which look set to 
crumble in the face of mass resistance. 


In an orgy of violence, the Ciskei this week reaped the 
bitter fruits of years of repression and corruption under 
the rule of self-styled President-for-Life Lennox Sebe. 


Its been steadily downhill ever since the flagpole broke 
when the new Ciskei flag was hoisted during the inde- 
pendence ceremony in 1981. What was to have been a 
solemn and momentous occasion turned to farce as 
Ciskei and South African troops tried three times to 
hoist the flag. 


It later emerged that the soldier responsible had been 
drunk, and toppled the flagpole as he was standing on the 
rope he was pulling. His place in history was assured. 


But then the Ciskei, unlike its neighbour, Transkei, has 
always had a history and an identity entirely based on 
apartheid. While the Transkei has been administered as 
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a separate entity since the 1980s, the Ciskei was admin- 
istered as an integral part of the Cape until the 1970s. 


A paper on the Ciskei crisis by the Grahamstown Rural 
Committee (GRC) notes: “Structures that were created, 
from chiefdoms to the Ciskei legislative assembly, were 
impositions by the apartheid government of South 
Africa that bore little reference to the history of the 
original settlements.” 


Sebe himself, the GRC says, had no claim to anything 
other than headmanship, certainly none to being a chief. 


The Ciskei, carved in apartheid ideology, lacked even a 
coherent geography, with roads and other infrastructure 
paying no attention to the “national” borders. 


One of the first projects of independence was the 
building of a road to enable Sebe and his officials to 
drive from his old capital, Zwelitsha, to the new capital, 
Bisho, without suffering the indignity of having to pass 
through the “foreign” city of King William’s Town. 


At the same time, the Ciskei was much more urbanised than 
other homelands, with almost half the population living in 
East London’s sprawling township of Mdantsane. 


The government's decentralisation policy encouraged 
the establishment of some industry at sites like Fort 
Jackson and Dimbaza, but most were sweatshops rel ying 
on poverty wages and the suppression of unionism that 
the homeland had guaranteed. 


In this week’s violence, it is small wonuecr that these 
factories were targeted. It was almost impossible to 
obtain a trading licence if you were not a supporter of the 
regime: as a result, shops, too, were torched and looted. 


Sebe tried hard to create a “Ciskei” identity, but ulti- 
mately his rule could only survive through corrupt 
patronage, repression and violence. The completely use- 
less “international” airport at Bulembu stands as only 
one monument to the colossal amounts of money spent 
in the search for prestige. 


One of the most dramatic rebellions came in 1983, when 
residents of Mdantsane embarked on a bus boycott that 
was to last some 18 mon‘hs. Sebe’s government sent in 
vigilantes who turned the township’s Sisa Dukashe sta- 
dium into a torture chamber. 


Commuters were assaulted in an attempt to force them onto 
the buses, and there were shootings at railway stations in 
which there were numerous deaths. But in the end, the bus 
company had to give in to the community's demands. 


In the last few years, many battles have been waged by 
communities either trying to escape Ciskei rule, or 
resisting having it imposed on them. The people of Kuni 
were dumped across the South African border for 
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opposing Sebe, while the community of Potsdam fled 
repeatedly until South Africa finally allowed them to stay. 


In rural areas, access to services like health, education 
and housing has been closely linked to support for Sebe. 
A Ciskei National Independence Party (CNIP) card was 
essential when dealing with chiefs. 


Last year, the people of east Peelton won a significant 
victory against incorporation into the Ciskei when South 
Africa promised to give them land in the King William’s 
Town area. 


The victory provided encouragement for communities 
all over the Ciskei to join the rebellion. According to the 
GRC, at least 70 villages have rebelled since the begin- 
ning of the year, even in Sebe’s own tribal authority area 
of Khambshe. 


In most areas, resistance has taken the form of people 
destroying or handing back the CNIP cards. The author- 
ities have responsed in the only way they know, 
detaining and assaulting people in their hundreds. 


The growing rebellion has come amid rising expectations 
generated by changes in South Africa. But Sebe demon- 
strated his inability to see that times were changing, 
referring to Nelson Mandela publicly as a “thug” and a 
“scoundrel,” and there were several deaths as police 
acted against people celebrating Mandela’s release in 
Mdantsane. 


Campaigning Against Incorporation 


Developing community organisations in the bantustans 
is a slow process, especially in the face of the excessive 
repression. And bringing together communities from 
different bantustans to discuss common strategies to 
fight the system takes even longer. 


But eight communities threatened with incorporation 
into various Bantustans se. the precedent late last year 
when they united to form a committee under the banner 
of the Anti-Incorporation Campaign (AIC). 


The communities—Peelton, Thornhill, Botshabelo, 
Braklaagte, Leeuwfontein, Hartebeesfontein, Matjkanag 
and Moutse—decided to launch a united campaign to 
fight for their right to remain in South Africa. 


Each community forwarded two delegates to the AIC, 
and the committee decided that their first step would be 
to collect signatures for a petition protesting against the 
South African government’s attempts to incorporate 
them into various bantustans. 


In the space of a month and a half between September 
and November, the various communities collected 
45,000 signatures from people in the areas objecting to 
their planned incorporation. This was despite the harass- 
ment of people collecting signatures, particularly in 
Peelton from the Ceskei authorities and in Braklaagte 
and Leeuwfontein from the Boputhatswana authorities. 
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The AIC also met UDF [United Democratic Front] and 
Cosatu [Congress of South African Trade Unions] affil- 
iates, and they promised to support the campaign. 


The issue of incorporation was also raised at the 
December Conference for a Democratic Future (CDF) 
and communities were promised support from the 
organisations preseni. 


Since the petition was handed to F.W. de Klerk’s office 
in mid-February, the incorporation into the Ciskei of 
three communities has been suspended. 


The AIC now pans to meet in April to assess the 
situation and decide how to procecd. 


Before the national meeting, regional meetings will be 
held in an attempt to include more communities into the 
campaign. 


“With the emergence of popular resistance in the ban- 
tustan, there is a need to extend the committee and bring 
in all those communities that want to get out of the 
bantustans,” said a spokesperson for the Land Action 
Network (formerly the National Committee Against 
Removals), which has been facilitating contact between 
the various communities. 


“The aim now is to bring together all communities that 
are anti-incorporation into the bantustans and those that 
want to be reunited with South Africa,” he added. 


“To build an anti-bantustan campaign, we also need to 
move broader than the affected areas and bring in political 
organisations like the UDF, Cosatu and the ANC. 


“We have seen struggles on the ground mushrooming 
against the bantustans, and the campaign will therefore 
be growing out of the feelings of people on the ground, 
not abstract ideas.” 


Recent Events in Ciskei 


The spirit of resistance sweeping the bantustans will only 
be sustained if progressive organisations manage to 
direct the people's spontaneous actions. 


This is the view of Northern Transvaal UDF president 
Louis Mnguni, whose constituency covers Venda, 
Lebowa and Gazankulu. 


“The most difficult task facing our organisations is how 
to capture and harness the present mood for the max- 
imum benefit for the mass democratic struggle,” said 
Mnguni. 


“At this stage, we have definitely succeeded in mobil- 
ising the masses but there is also an urgent need to 
sensitise the masses of the people and bring them into 
our Organisations.” 


ANC National Executive Committee (NEC) member 
Aziz Pahad agrees with Mnguni. 
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In welcoming the overthrow of the Sebe regime in the 
Ciskei, Pahad argued that if people’s resistance can be 
pulled together into grassroots organisation, the possi- 
bility exists that the whole of the Eastern Cape could be 
transformed into “an area of liberation.” 


“The Ciskei provides a good opportunity for the ANC to 
show it can give leadership,”’ said Pahad. 


“If the ANC is able to ensure discipline and establish 
Structures there without delay, we will have made a 
remarkable psychological and political breakthrough.” 


He said the pace of developments in the country 
demanded the establishment of ANC structures inside 
the country without delay. He added that the ANC had 
already decided to divide the country into 14 regions and 
that offices were to be set up in each main centre as soon 
as possible. 


“We have reached a new phase which needs new strate- 
gies and tactics. The release of our leaders and the 
unbanning of our organisations does not mean the 
struggle is over,” added Mnguni. 


“The MDM [Mass Democratic Movement] is faced with 
a number of daunting challenges such as the formation of 
progressive structures where they are non-existent and 
the revival of those structures crippled by the state of 
emergency. 


“Furthermore, recognising that the ANC is the vanguard 
of the national democratic revolution, it is our duty to 
popularise and participate in the consolidation of our 
liberation movement. 


“The masses are determined to fight for the total eradi- 
cation of the bantustans. It is important that we, as 
people in the leadership, assist and give direction to the 
people in this. 


“We must form structures. We cannot afford to fight a 
general war without any structures. In order for the 
mood existing now to be sustained, we have to 
strengthen and build organisations. 


According to Mnguni, people have for some time been 
angry about conditions in the bantustans. 


“Our people were never consulted when the homeland 
system was introduced, more especially when a handful 
of collaborations opted for so-called independence. 


“People see bantustan leaders as perpetrating the apart- 
heid system and bringing misery to their lives. 


“All the bantustans are also characterised by maladmin- 
istration, corruption, nepotism, excessive repression and 
a serious erosion of human rights.” 


The education crisis had also contributed to tension in 
the bantustans, said Mnguni. He cited the example of 
Lebowa, where students were told they would only get 
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books in May or June because the authorities had “‘squan- 
dered” the money that should have been for books. 


Parents, teachers and students had become mobilised as 
a result of the education crisis, he said. 


“The current problems in the bantustans should be 
viewed in the light of the overall political situation in the 
country,” added Mnguni. 


“Immediately after the ANC was unbanned, we saw 
many people looking for more democracy. This was 
facilitated by the coming together of new structures. We 
have seen the development of many structures since the 
unbannings. Foi example, teachers’ structures and youth 
congresses being formed at an unprecedented pace. 


“The release of our leaders, especially Comrade Nelson 
Mandela, ignited a spirit of fighting unrelentlessly for the 
total eradication of bantustans. Our people cannot see 
any reason why they should continue to be led by these 
puppets when the authentic leaders are available to offer 
correct leadership and direction.” 


“People are now sensing that change is inevitable,” said 
Pahad. 


“And when that happens you get millions of people 
moving into action even when they are not organised 
into any political structures. In this situation, they have 
a general commitment to change and they will take 
action because they feel the system is collapsing and they 
feel confident.” 


The people in the bantustans, says Mnguni, are making 
the same demands as those in the rest of the country.“ 


“They want to live in a unitary, democratic, non-racist 
South Africa. 


“They are demanding that the bantustans should be 
reincorporated into South Africa. 


“The people in the bantustans never for one moment 
regarded themselves as engaging in a separate struggle 
from the wtole national liberation struggle under the 
banner of the ANC. 


‘“‘Bantustans divide people into different ethnic groups 
which negates the idea of a unitary country. F.W. de 
Klerk will have to address the issue of reincorporation as 
a matter of urgency especially as the prospect of negoti- 
ations are looming. He has no option but to dismantle 
the bantustans.” 


Mnguni feels that the working class will have to play a 
pivotal role in determining the outcome of the struggle 
for democracy. 


“The bantustans severely curtail trade unions. The ban- 
tustan system frustrates their struggle *gainst super- 
exploitation and their struggle for a living wage. 
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“This is why workers are also involved in the struggle for 
the immediate dismantling of these structures.” 


* Mayekiso: Strengthen Civic Organizations 
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[Text] Last week’s threat by the Transvaal administrator, 
Danie Hough, to use police to help black councillors 
resist calls for their resignation, could once again spark 
off violence in the townships. 


This is the warning issued by the chairperson of the 
Alexandra Civic Organisation (ACO), Moses Mayekiso, 
this week. 


Mayekiso also said that Hough’s threat to use police, 
“who are essentially violent,” to preserve unpopular 
black local authorities (BLA), was not in keeping with 
the government’s commitment to negotiations. 


Mayekiso expressed concern that Hough had chosen to 
protect the councillors before meeting with the ACO to 
discuss a range of grievances that the community had 
raised. Hough, according to Mayekiso, had failed to 
respond positively to two letters requesting a meeting. 


He said that among the demands that the ACO intended 
raising were: 


* community control of the development of the town- 
ship; 

¢ election of a single non-racial municipality for the 
region; 

¢ financial viability of local government—the incorpo- 
ration of Alexandra into a single tax base with sur- 
rounding municipalities. 


He said there were also fears in the community that 
Hough’s veiled threat indicated that another violent 
crackdown against democratic civics was in the offing, 
despite F.W. de Klerk’s apparent willingness to talk to 
the ANC [African National Congress]. 


Mayekiso pointed out that Hough was trying to justify 
police involvement in civic affairs by claiming that “rad- 
ical” organisations were trying to oust the councillors. 


“But calls for the resignation of the councillors was not 
being made by radical or violent individuals but by 
thousands of township residents. And they were making 
their calls through peaceful demonstrations and marches 
and not violent threats,” he said. 


According to Mayekiso, the community will continue to 
pressure the BLA’s into resigning despite Hough's 
threats. In about two month's time, the community will 
hold a referendum in which residents will vote on 
whether the council should continue running the affairs 
in Alexandra township or not. 
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Given the support for the resignation of the councillors 
demonstrated during the mass march recently, the vote 
will most certainly echo the sentiments expressed by the 
estimated 80,000 protesters. 


Mayekiso points out that the threats were not unexpected. 
Civics, according to him, have in recent months made 
much progress in reviving structures in the community. 


Organs of people’s power, which have been built in the 
form of street, block and area committees, represent a 
clear threat to the government, he explained. “These 
organs will become the vehicles for the transference of 
power to the people,” Mayekiso said. 


“And essentially, the struggle is about the transference of 
power. The government is aware of this and it will 
therefore do everything to retard the growth of these 
organs of people's power. 


“The government must, however, state clearly whether it 
is interested in negotiations or violence to seek a resolu- 
tion to this question of power.” 


Hough’s warning was an indication that the government 
was not interested in negotiations despite De Klerk’s 
public statements supporting talks. 


“The government's interest in negotiations is not gen- 
uine and this is reflected in its commitment to separate 
voters’ roles expressed this week. 


“If the government is sincere about establishing a dem- 
ocratic order, then this is not the time to be resuscitating 
the discredited and unpopular BLA’s, which have been 
rejected because they are undemocratic,” Mayekiso says. 


“Instead, what the government should be looking at 1s 
the establishment of non-racial democratic city councils 
of the type that we have been asking for.” 


The ACO met, on a number of occasions, with the 
Sandton management committee to look at the possi- 
bility of establishing a single non-racial council that 
would administer the Alexandra township and sur- 
rounding suburbs. 


Hough's statement was made on the day the ultimatum 
for the Alexandra councillors to resign expired. At the 
time of going to press, it was still unclear whether the 
councillors had agreed to step down or not. 


If Hough presses ahead and provides police protection 
for councillors refusing to heed the vall from their 
communities, civics would be left no option but to step 
up the pressure, Mayekiso warns. 


According to him there is no saying what form that 
pressure would take. At least two options are being 
considered by the Alex community—one of which is the 
referendum. This could be followed by stayaways, which 
would force the business community to pressure the 
councillors into resigning. 
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“Most important, however, will be the need to 
Strengthen our civics,” Mayekiso says. 


While the Alexandra community is among the most highly 
Organised, there are still weaknesses in its structures. “We 
are organised to the extent of about 60 percent,” says 
Mayekiso. He adds, however, that the ACO has been able 
to mobilise almost the entire community, but its commu- 
nications structures are still not as effective as they should 
be. To remedy this problem, the ACO will start its own 
community newspaper. Unlike most other communities, 
the ACO already has full-time organisers. 


Mayekiso points out that central to the campaign to 
establish democratic administrative structures in the 
communities is the need for a national civic organisa- 
tion. “It must be made a priority of the MDM [Mass 
Democratic Movement] to unite all civics so that we can 
plan and co-ordinate campaigns. There must be unifor- 
mity in our opposition if we want to exert maximum 
pressure on the BLA’s. 


“Whatever co-ordination we have is purely coincidental. 
And this is our major weakness.” 


This will also impact on the reconstruction of the ANC 
inside the country. Mayekiso added that the strength of the 
ANC structures that have to be built will depend largely on 
the strength of grassroot structures like the civics. 


* Orange Workers ‘Boerestaat’ Capital Described 
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[Report by Philippa Garson: “The Capital of Apartheid, 
Where a Black Man Can’t Buy a Book”’} 


[Text] Morgenzon is so small that a traveller passing 
through would barely notice its existence, let alone 
recognise it as the capital city of the proclaimed Boer- 
staat many Afrikaners see as their last vestige of hope. 


A few old-fashioned houses and shops, a post office, police 
station, church, a couple of banks and garages comprise the 
small Eastern Transvaal town which superficially resem- 
bles so many other tiny South African dorpe. 


But on closer look, Morgenzon is a unique piace: there are 
few blacks and many of the white residents seem preoccu- 
pied with their own make-believe world. They wear con- 
servative, simple clothes—men in khaki casual suits and 
felt hats and women in dated cotton dresses. Some are 
overly friendly, others blatantly hostile, but all are pain- 
fully aware of passing visitors who do not belong there. 


The public toilet at one garage is decorated with doilies, 
lacy curtains and a sackcloth boere-doll which graces a 
shelf above the basin like a shrine. 
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The dominant shop in the town is a boekwinkel which 
not only sells books such as Witman waar is jou vryheid? 
(White man where is your freedom?) but braaivleis sets, 
potjiekos pois and busts of the architect of apartheid, 
Hendrik Verwoerd. But more important, this shop is the 
office of the Vereeniging van Oranjewerkers, an organi- 
sation of Afrikaners who came to Morgenzon four years 
ago to establish their own self-sufficient homeland. 


The office resembles a museum, with plaques, maps of 
the “homeland,” portraits and statuettes of their hero 
Verwoerd and pictures of ox-wagons on the wall. 


Verwoerd’s son, who has inherited not only his father’s first 
name but the same piercing blue eyes, is a director of the 
organisation. He is 49 and married with five children. 


Though Verwoerd was preoccupied this week with trying 
to spur the police into taking action against squatters at the 
nearby township of Savukile—who the Oranjewerkers say 
are stealing zinc sheeting from their veeshuis where they 
annually commemorate “the Day of the Vow” on 
December 16—he was only too willing to talk about the 
Oranjewerkers’ mission, and agreed to do so in English. 


He says the idea of a separate homeland for whites began 
in the 1970s, when Afrikaners began to feel over- 
whelmed by the black majority. 


“Despite being deeply involved in the economic struc- 
ture, in the social sense, they (blacks) started more and 
more to create their own atmosphere in the streets, in the 
shops, in daily life and Afrikaners began to feel like 
strangers in their own country.” 


The Oranjewerkers believe there are only two options: 
total racial integration without apartheid, or total sepa- 
ration. They opted for the latter because they felt they 
would otherwise “be absorbed in the long run.” 


Verwoerd practiced as a missionary among Sotho people in 
northern Lebowa for 10 years. He felt “their culture” to be 
a “stabilising factor in community life’ and this strength- 
ened his desire for the same situation for Afrikaners. 


He then joined the South African Bureau of Racial 
Affairs in 1975, which developed the idea of a separate 
homeland for Afrikaners. 


Officially formed in 1980, the organisation set out to put 
this ideal of carving out an “exclusive geographical area 
for our people” into practice. 


One of the key principles of the Oranjewerkers is doing 
without black labour. 


“We chose Morgenzon because one can farm cattle, sheep, 
maize and sunflowers, which are not labour intensive. 
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“Also, it is very central to a large part <. the country, 
where blacks were not present historically,” he said. 


This includes the Eastern Transvaal and the Northern 
Free State which these Afrikaner fundamentalists would 
like to colonise as their own. It is also an area rich in coal 
mines, electricity power stations and Sasol plants. These 
industries, says Verwoerd, are not particilarly labour 
intensive either. 


“The idea was to start in Morgenzon and spread our ideas 
outwards. We hoped for an evolutionary development and 
did not think it necessary to be aggressive or violent.” 
Families began to move to the area in 1984, and in 
Verwoerd’s view the settlement is spreading slowly. 


He estimates the movement's constituency to be around 
400 (including children)}—a third of the tiny white Mor- 
genzon population. Other sources say there are far fewer 
Oranjewerkers in the region. Verwoerd stresses, how- 
ever, that though their numbers are small, the “character 
of the community” has changed considerably. 


Initially, Morgenzon residents resisted the newcomers and 
were particularly against the idea ot sacrificing black 
labour, but now, says Verwoerd, the tiny dorp has settled 
down. 


Most of the Morgenzon members are academics, and 
though whites have been known to work for them, Ver- 
woerd says the approach is “‘to do the work ourselves.” 


The Oranjewerkers are hoping to attract disillusioned 
white workers to Morgenzon: “‘We are already getting 
queries about jobs from white workers who are being 
forced out of work by black and coloured people who are 
taking over.” 


Though the Oranjewerkers have no formal relations with 
the Conservative Party or the Afrikaner Weerstandsbe- 
weging, Verwoerd says they maintain “friendly” links 
with the two organisations. The AWB [Afrikaner Resis- 
tance Movement] is also promoting the idea of a Boer- 
estaat, but has different means of achieving it. 


He adds, however, that the Oranjewerkers’ methods are 
more constructive, and many Afrikaners sloganeer about a 
separate homeland without making the necessary sacri- 
fices. 


The biggest thorn in the side of the Oranjewerkers is the 
black township Sivukile, a few hundreds metres from 
Morgenzon. 


“The black townships are our biggest problem, | must 
admit,” says Verwoerd. He hopes black residents will 
“spontaneously move away” because “we don’t give 
them any work and they are not welcome here.” 


But the preseat government is spoiling everything, says 
Verwoerd. “(State President F.W.) de Klerk and those 


REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 29 


influencing him are pressing us to integrate and forcing us 
to accept sharing everything with blacks in the country. 


“We are not even sure that here in Morgenzon we will be 
excluded.” 


Blacks in Morgenzon are prohibited from entering the 
bookshop and a fabric shop and most stores have sepa- 
rate entrances for blacks and whites. 


Verwoerd says the Oranjewerkers will continue to 
encourage Afrikaners to populate the earmarked Boer- 
estaat and blacks to move out. 


“If blacks cannot accept this as the reality ... and want to 
claim what we Say is ours, there will be confrontation. If 
necessary we will use force.” 


He adds that the “purpose of shooting black people should 
be because they don’t agree to leave certain parts of the 
country. The purpose will be to get them over the border.” 


Angry Township Simmers 


A few hundred metres from Morge”.zon lies the township 
of Sivukile, bursting at the seams with squatters who 
have no other place to go. Abuzz with day-time activi- 
ties—people walking in groups, chopping wood, washing 
clothes outside—the place provides contrasts in every 
way of its “sister” town. 


People are angry at the petty apartheid measures imple- 
mented in the town, at their inability to find work there 
and at the meagre salaries those lucky enough to be 
employed receive. 


In early January, Sivukile residents attempted to march to 
Morgenzon to protest against these conditions. They com- 
plained of bad treatment, of being prevented from entering 
certain shops and being called kaffirs. Some said they were 
chased out of the town if found there after | 1 pm. 


Although residents sought permission for the march 
from the Morgenzon magistrate, this was refused. They 
attempted to march anyway and were prevented by a 
large police contingent. Some were arrested. 


Youths stoned a councillor’s house soon afterwards in 
protest against the council’s inability to address their 
grievances and its refusal to reinstate the man they 
wanted as mayor. After this incident more people were 
arrested and 32 are to appear on May 22 in the Mor- 
genzon Magistrate's Court on charges of public violence. 


One of these is the acting mayor of the township, 
Shadrack Sibeko, 26, the man residents want as their 
permanent mayor. 


Sibeko, who is an ardent African National Congress 
supporter, was not involved in the violence, but police 


30 REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 


regard him as a troublesome leader. The modest school- 
teacher spoke to the WEEKLY MAIL from his council 
office, and told the other side of the story. 


Sibeko was elected to the town council in October 1988 
“against his will.” 


“I explained that it wasn’t my will to participate in local 
government but because of pressure from the people | 
decided not to disappoint them. I took this as an 
opportunity whereby I would be able to encourage the 
residents in the town to be aware of the political situa- 
tion in our country.” 


He is responsible for the emergence of the squatter camp. 


Sibeko describes how it was no longer possible for people 
to live in yards and pay high rents to landlords. “I said 
they must have their own place and those still in back 
yards must not pay rent.” He quarrelled with the council 
about squatter rentals, which he said were too high. 


Sibeko shakes his head at the mention of Morgenzon and 
the Oranjewerkers, having experienced humiliating 
treatment himself: “I saw a dictionary in the window of 
the bookshop once and wanted to know its price. They 
told me I could not buy anything from their shop. 


“Most aged people are treated really badly—they are 
chased away if they approach some shops, and the 
youths are really angry about this. They are itching to 
march, to show their protest.” 


Sibeko says most people look for jobs in surrounding 
areas like Ermclo and Bethal, but are adamant their 
home is Sivukile. He scoffs at the idea that they may be 
forced to move. 


“We bought our land from the Morgenzon Town 
Council a year ago, and the documents merely need to be 
finalised. The Oranjewerkers will never succeed and we 
will not quieten our protest.” 


* New Shaft Sinkings Envisaged by Mining Houses 


34000531C Johannesburg ENGINEERING NEWS 
in English 2 Mar 90 p 4 


[Article by Elena Kyriacou, staff writer of The Engi- 
neering News: “Big Three of South African Mining 
Industry To Sink R4-bn in Ten New Shafts”] 


[Text] A total of R4,03-billion [rand] is being spent on 
projects for the sinking of 10 shafts by South Africa's 
three major mining houses—Anglo American, Gencor 
and Johannesburg Consolidated Investments (JCI). 


Among other things, the projects involve the sinking, the 
equipping, the headgear and the winding of the shafts. 


Anglo / merican is reported to be spending R3,087- 
billion on its four projects. 
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A total of R1,06-billion is being spent on Freddies No | 
Shaft in the northern Orange Free State (this figure 
includes, among other things, sinking, equipping, head- 
gear and winding). 


The shaft is being sunk to a depth of 2 162 m. 


Anglos’ second project—the R337-million Saaiplaas No 
5 shaft, situated in the Erfdeel Lease Area in the Free 
State—has been sunk, but further developments have 
been shelved for the time being, according to Anglo’s 
assistant divisional manager of the gold and uranium 
division, Keith West. 


This shaft has been sunk to a depth of 2 145 m. 


The third project of R1,2-billion involves the sinking of 
the Vaal Reefs No 10 Shaft to a depth of | 800 m, 
situated at West Vaal Reefs. 


Anglo’s fourth and final project, that of R490-million, is 
at the Western Deep Levels South mine where a 4 000 m 
shaft is being sunk at the Western Deep Levels No | 
Shaft sub-vertical system. 


The R490-million is an estimated cost of the three-shaft 
system (excluding the main shaft). 


The possibility of sinking new shafts over the next 10 
years has not been ruled out. 


Says West: “There are many factors that influence a 
decisicn to sink a new shaft. 


“However, g.ven that the prevailing economic circum- 
stances are favourable, then there is the possibility of 
sinking a new shaft system in both the south and north 
regions of Freegold in the Orange Free State. 


“There is also the possibility of establishing a new mine 
to the south of the Sand River. 


“At prese _, the number of shafis/configuration, within 
this area, is not known. A new shaft is also likely to be 
sunk within the Vaal Reefs area in the Transvaal. 


“It is possible that there will be a new shaft/s in order to 
exploit the Potchefstroom Gap area. 


Again, the number and configuration of shafts required 
are not, as yet, known.” 


Following close on Anglo’s heels is Gengold, a division 
of Gencor. 


“At present, Gengold is engaged in sinking three shafts. 


“There are the Winkelhaak No 6 Main Shaft in the 
Evander area which will be sunk to a depth of | 350 m; 
the Oryx sub-vertical ventilation and main shaft in the 
Orange Free State presently being sunk to a depth of | 
130 m and | 330 m respectively; and the Weltevreden 
gold mine also in the Orange Free State, which will be a 
decline,” says Gengold MD Gary Maude. 
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The total estimated cost for the projects (sinking, equip- 
ping, headgear and winding) amount to R472,76-million 
(current money—in base date terms is R315,5-million). 


“Future projects in this decade will be affected by the 
economy and the gold price. 


“However, having said that, Genmin has eight shafts 
planned for the coming decade of which one, No 6 Shaft 
sub-vertical, has been approved,”’ Maude tells The Engi- 
neering News. 


Chairman of JCI’s gold and uranium division, Ken 
Maxwell, says his company is presently sinking three 
shafts—one at the Amandelbult platinum mine to the 
value of R397-million and two at the Rustenburg plat- 
inum mine, one valued at R32-million and the other at 
R40-million.[txt!]The total estimated cost for the three 
projects is R469-million. 


“We plan to sink a further eight shafts during the next 
decade,” says Maxwell. 


South A/rica’s remaining three mining houses— 
Anglovaal, Rand Mines and Gold Fields—are at present 
not engaged in sinking any shafts. 


Anglovaal chairman, Basil Hersov, says the group is at 
present not sinking any shafts, “although some sinking 
programmes have recently been completed”. 


“There are presently no shafts planned for the next 10 
years,” he says. 


According to a Rand Mines spokesman, no new shafts 
are currently being sunk at gold mines in the group. 


“However, several new shaft system projects have been 
investigated and brought to the drawing board stage but. 
until there has been a very substantial increase in the 
gold price, it is not possible to undertake them. 


“Our new Barbrook mine in the Barberton area has just 
come into production and in mid-December poured its 
first gold bar,” says the spokesman. 


Barbrook’s proven ore reserves at June 30, 1989 totalled 
250 000 tons at an average on site value of 6,8 grams a ton. 
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An estimated 480 000 tons at an average grade of seven 
grams a ton are now expected to be available by the end 
of the first quarter of this year once additional inter-level 
reef raises have been completed. 


It is estimated that the total cost of bringing the mine into 
full production will be R119,7-million in June 1989 terms. 


Gold Fields has spent an estimated R1,5-billion in 
sinking 11 shafts. 


The Venterspost No 4 surface sh. as sunk to a depth 
of | 700 m (6,8 m diameter) at a cost of R125-million. 


Two shafts were sunk at the Kloof gold mine with a total 
estimated cost of R209-million. 


The Kloof mine No 4 sub-vertical shaft was sunk to a 
depth of | 200 m (7,9 m diameter) to the value of 
R184-million, while the Kloof mine No 3B service shaft 
was sunk to 300 m (4 m diameter) at a cost of R25-million. 


In addition to the shafts sunk at Venterspost and Kloof, 
three further shafts were sunk at East Driefontein total- 
ling R336-million. 


The East Driefontein No 5 sub-vertical shaft was sunk to a 
depth of | 671 m (9,15 m diameter) at a cost of R204- 
million and the mine's No | tertiary shaft was sunk to | 
000 m (7,5 m diameter) at a cost of R132-million. 


West Driefontein also saw the sinking of a shaft—the No 
9 sub-vertical sunk to a depth of | 700 m (9,15 m 
diameter) and valued at R227-million. 


A No 3 surface shaft was sunk at the Deelkraal mine. 


The shaft, sunk to a depth of | 792 m (9,125 m 
diameter), cost R164-million. 


Gold Fields’ last three shafts were sunk to a total cost of 
R435-million. 


The Leeudorn No | Shaft, sunk to a depth of 1 810 m 
(9.5 m diameter), cost R145-million; the mine’s No | 
sub-vertical shaft, sunk to a depth of | 600 m (7,3 m 
diameter), cost R265-million; while the last shaft, Leeu- 
dorn’s No IA service shaft was sunk to a depth of 300 m 
(4 m diameter) at a cost of R25-million. 
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Angola 


UNITA Communique Claims New MPLA Offensive 


MB2004061590 (Clandestine) Voice of Resistance 
of the Black Cockerel in Portuguese to Southern 
and Central Africa 0500 GMT 20 Apr 90 


[Communique issued by FALA’s chief of General Staff 
in Jamba on 19 April 1990—read by announcer] 


[Text] |. Whenever the MPLA [Popular Movement for 
the Liberation of Angola] seeks to increase its warmon- 
gering activities, it hypocritically claims to be ready to 
end the war. 


2. The MPLA recently claimed that while UNITA 
[National Union for the Total Independence of Angola] 
wanted the war to continue, they were willing to nego- 
tiate an end to the armed conflict. However, the FALA 
[Armed Forces for the Liberation of Angla] chief of 
General Staff wishes to inform the national and interna- 
tional public opinion that the MPLA has stationed all its 
means in Caiundo district and are ready to raid 
UNITA’s free territory. [senteace as heard] 


3. Four tactical groups, consisting of some 5,000 men 
backed by tanks, long-range artillery pieces, and air force 
have left Caiundo for Savate in line with plans approved 
by Chief of Staff Franca Ndalu during a meeting held in 
Menongue on 18 April 1990. The meeting was attended 
by officers assigned to the Southern Front. 


FALA cannot remain indifferent to yet another enemy 
provocation, especially at a time when the winds of 
peace seem to be blowing over our country. Our people 
have grown tired of so many years of war. 


Our fatherland free or death. United we shall win. 
[Issued] Jamba, bastion of Angolan resistance on !“ April 1990 
[Signed] General Arlindo Pena Ben Ben, FALA’s chief of 
General! Staff 


UNITA Issues Political, Military Report 


MB2004065590 (Clandestine) Voice of Resistance 
of the Black Cockerel in Portuguese to Southern 
and Central Africa 0500 GMT 20 Apr 90 


{“Political and Military Situation Report” for 1200 
GMT on 19 April 1990—read by announcer] 


[Text] |. Enemy groups stationed in the Mavinga area 
continue to come under attack and are unable to obtain 
food and water. The 4th Group's 3d Tactical Group has 
detonated landmines laid by the Ist Group. The Ist 
Group has abandoned its position without informing its 
replacement about the mined areas. So far, four mines 
have been detonated, killing three FAPLA [People’s 
Armed Forces for the Liberation of Angola] soldiers. 


2. At 1120 on 18 April, our forces killed four FAPLA 
soldiers belonging to a section heading to people's farms. 
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The 4th Group’s command post was shelled by our 
artillery. One BMP-1| armored vehicle and two cargo 
vehicles were destroyed. 


3. AtO110 on 18 April 1990 our forces entered the 764th 
Territor:al Battalion’s command post in the Panda 
Chioca region of Alto Zambeze District. The enemy fled 
afier 20 minutes of fire, abandoning five dead. Our 
forces seized 12 AK-47's, 10,000 rounds of assorted 
ammunition, and other military equipment. 


4. The MPLA [Popular Movement for the Liberation of 
Angola] is still not ready to negotiate with UNITA. 
Therefore, our guns on't stop firing because only with 
them can the Angolan people live in peace in a free, 
independent, and democratic fatherland. 


[Issued] Office of the Chief of General Staff on 19 April 1990 


[Signed] Brigadier Zacarias Mundombe, deputy military 
intelligence chief 


* Observers Evidence Use of Chemical Weapons 


YOAFOOIOB Lisbon DIARIO DE NOTICIAS 
in Portuguese 9 Mar 90 p 14 


[Text] The government in Luanda is using chemical 
weapons in its battle against the opposition UNITA 
movement, foreign observers in Angola told a special 
correspondent for France Presse. 


In connection with the offensive launched last 11 
December against the Mavinga area, in the southeastern 
part of Angola, the Angolan Government forces pro- 
ceeded to bomb both military positions and the civilian 
population with chemical agents, according to doctors in 
the zone and testimony collected by the International 
Human Rights Society. 


The France Presse correspondent, Marc Pondaven, wit- 
nessed a bombing of Jamba on the first of this month, 
during which MiG-23 aircraft dropped two bombs on 
the headquarters of Jonas Savimbi. They fell in a zone in 
the outskirts of Jamba, where 15,000 people live, but 
there were no casualties, since at the time there was no 
one in the immediate area. 


However, after one of the bombs exploded, an ashen 
cloud formed, causing irritation in the mouths of indi- 
viduals within a radius of | km. 


The journalist, who went to the area, noted that a heavy 
odor of decay was emanating from the small crater left 
by the bomb. Minutes later, witnesses had a stinging 
sensation on their tongues and their mouths felt dry. 


According to statements gathered at the hospitals in Jamba, 
Likuwa, the major UNITA logistics base, and Mavinga, the 
gas which was emitted when the bombs exploded causes 
instant death within a radius of 20 to 50 meters, leaving no 
mark or injury on the bodies of the victims. 
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Those farther away who are affected by the gas may 
experience respiratory difiiculty, a decrease in visual 
capacity, nose bleeds, loss of crasciousness for a brief 
period, vomiting, difficulty in controlling urine, and 
paralysis of the lower limbs. 


During a visit they paid to this zone, several foreign 
doctors verified these symptoms, as well as the presence 
of chemical agents in the bombs dropped by the MPLA 
[Popular Movement for the Liberation of Angola]. 


For the time being, the exact composition of this gas is 
unknown, but it is possible that it contains a high 


percentage of cyanide or phosphorous compounds. It 
could equally well be mustard gas. 


Chemical bombs only redden leaves pa ‘tially, and do not 
cause damage to other vegetation. According to Prof 
Aubin Heydrickx, a toxicology expert .t the University 
of Ghent in Belgium, one of the foreign doctors who 
visited the zone and who carried out some analyses with 
his portable laboratory, these gases are unknown in the 
Western countries, and NATO itself does not know of 
any antidote for them. 


The first chemical bombings ordered by the government 
in Luanda date back to the end of 1986, according to 
Colonel Carlos Morgado, a Lisbon-trained doctor who is 
the clinical officer of UNITA. 


Since the beginning of the campaign launched in December, 
bombings using chemical weapons “have increased consid- 
erably in intensity,” according to this officer. 


In his view, the purpose of the bombings is obvious—it 
is to disrupt the civilian population, which has had to be 
evacuated from the Mavinga sector. 


These bombings have already caused dozens of deaths, 
according to UNITA, which adds that it is difficult to 
establish accurate figures. 


Jonas Savimbi’s movement has gathered together hun- 
dreds of persons disabled by the war in Bienge, near 
Jamba, in the southern part of the country. Several 
hundred of them are victims of the chemical bombings. 


“These patients have suffered irreversible damage,” the offi- 
cial in charge of this center says. “They can never be cured, 
and some can be regarded as hopeless mental patients.” 


Members of the MPLA forces taken prisoner have told 
France Presse that they knew about the use of chemical 
weapons by their movement. A_ helicopter pilot 
explained that these weapons were stored at the govern- 
ment base in Cuito Cuanavale, from which the offensive 
was launched. He says that they were probably supplied 
by the Soviet Union. 


UNITA, which had no special equipment for protection 
against chemical weapons, distributed sponge-kerchiefs 
to those in its ranks and the civilian population, to be be 
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used as gas masks during the bombings. This method has 
proved effective, although the sponges must be kept wet, 
which presents some difficulties in an area where water 
1S scarce. 


Botswana 


Masire Returas, Confirms Mandela To Visit 


MB1904190790 Gaborone Domestic Service 
in English 1610 GMT 19 Apr 90 


[Text] The president, Dr. Quett Masire, has confirmed 
that the deputy president of the African National Con- 
gress, Mr. Nelson Mandela, is to visit Botswana. 


In an interview with journalists from the information 
and broadcasting department in the Zimbabwean cap- 
ital, Harare, Dr. Masire, however, did not give a date for 
Mr. Mandela's visit. He said Mr. Mandela himself was 
very busy with the urgent business of trying to arrange 
talks with the South African Government. 


Dr. Masire says as much as the Government of Botswana 
wants him to visit the country, it did not want the visit to 
become an impediment to Mr. Mandela's important 
assignments. 


Meanwhile, Dr. Masire arrived this afiernoon from 
Zimbabwe, where he attended the country’s | Oth anni- 
versary independence celebration. He was met ai the 
airport by the vice president, Mr. Peter Mmusi: cabinet 
ministers, and senior govern ent officials. 


The Botswana presidential entou- age to the celebrations 
comprised the first lady, Mrs. Gladys Masire; the min- 
ister for external affairs, Dr. Gaositwe Chiepe; the min- 
ister for trade and industry, Mr. Ponatshego Kedikilwe; 
and other top government officials. 


Mauriuus 


* Accord To Encourage Trade With Italy Signed 


QOAFOOI8B Port Louis LE MAURICIEN in French 
1S Mar 90 p § 


[First paragraph is LE MAURICIEN introduction] 


[Text] Yesterday the governments of Italy and Mauritius 
signed an agreement preventing double taxation of citi- 
zens of the two countries. The agreement was signed by 
the minister for foreign affairs, Sir Satcam Boolell, and 
the Italian ambassador, Mr. S. Ewina. 


Sir Satcam and Mr. Ewina both placed the signing of this 
agreement in the context of strengthening bilateral rela- 
tions. They hoped that the agreement would encourage 
economic activity and promote Italian investment in 
Mauritius. 


Mr. Ewina commented that this was the second agree- 
ment signed between the two countries, following an 
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agreement on air traffic. When que ‘0 ed by LE MAU- 
RICIEN on this subject, he said that the Italian author- 
ities hoped to see an intensification of relations between 
the two countries but that it was somewhat early to tell 
what this would lead to. 


Sir Harry Tirvengadum, honorary Italian consul to Mau- 
ritius and chairman of Air Mauritius, told LE MAU- 
RICIEN that a growth in traffic between the two coun- 
tries would certainly lead to an increased number of 
flights. Currently, there is only one flight a week between 
Plaisance and Rome. 


* Cooperation Discussed During Ratsiraka‘s Visit 


YOAFOOI8C Port Louis LE MAURICIEN in French 
15 Mar 90 pp 1, 4 


[Article by Jacques David: “Total Support for Mauritius’ 
Claim to Diego Garcia,” italicized passages in English] 


[Text] Last Sunday's discussions at the Chateau du 
Reduit between the prime minister, Sir Anerood Jugn- 
auth, and the president of Madagascar, Didier Ratsiraka, 
centered around Mauritius’ claim to Diego Garcia and to 
regional problems. The president of Madagascar told the 
Mauritian prime minister that he had already held 
discussions with American officials concerning the issue 
of the Chagos archipelago and Mauritian sovereignty 
over Diego Garcia. He assured the Mauritian Govern- 
ment of the unconditional support of his government 
and the Malagasy people for the Mauritian cause and 
said that he would do everything possible to back Mau- 
ritian efforts to recover all of its territory. 


The two heads of state also had a chance to discuss 
regional problems, specifically the current situation in 
South Africa. They also emphasized practical options for 
aiding the newly independent nation of Namibia. Sir 
Anerood Jugnauth and President Didier Ratsiraka wel- 
comed the strengthening of relations between Mada- 
gascar and Mauritius and explored avenues for cooper- 
ation between the two countries, particularly in regard to 
ways of consolidating the Indian Ocean Commission. 


We are also told that the various official statements 
made by the two heads of state during the Malagasy 
president's visit placed considerable emphasis on the tics 
between Mauritius and the “Big Island.” 


The other major topic of discussion between the two 
heads of state was the region of the Indian Ocean and the 
support of India. Sir Anerood Jugnauth also spoke at 
length with the Indian minister of commerce and 
tourism, Mr. Arun Nehru, and the two men agreed to 
strengthen relations between the two countries. In addi- 
tion, we are told that the visit of the two representatives 
of India and Madagascar ‘“‘has given a further impetus to 
bilateral relations between Mauritius and the Malagasy 
Republic, and between Mauritius and the Republic of 
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India.” The prime minister expressed his great satisfac- 
tion and appreciation vis-a-vis the countries and inter- 
national organizations that sent diplomatic representa- 
tives to the independence festivities. 


This afternoon, immediately following the departure of 
the Malagasy president. the first agreements between 
Madagascar and Mauritius will be signed. These agree- 
ments deal with cultural, scientific, and technical coop- 
eration. A second agreement targets customs fraud. The 
Malagasy minister of foreign affairs, Mr. Jean Beman- 
jara, will meet today with his Mauritian counterpart, Sir 
Satcam Boolell, in the presence of Finance Minister V. 
Luthmeenaraidoo and Education, Arts & Culture Min- 
ister A. Parsooramen. 


Mozambique 


Chissano Notes Harare Talks on Peace Preparations 


MB1904182790 Maputo Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 1745 GMT 19 Apr 90 


[Report by unidentified correspondent] 


[Text] Harare is not just the capital where Zimbabwe 
celebrated its 10th independence anniversary. Above all, 
it was the diplomatic capyial of the southern African 
community, and it hosted a real diplomatic marathon. 


Leaders from the Frontline States, N..nibia, the ANC 
[African National Congress], the PAC [Pan-Africanist 
Congress}, Ethiopia, Kenya, and Malawi, among ot ers, 
attended the celebrations in Harare and discussed the 
situation in southern Africa. 


The Frontline States held a summit last night during a 
break in the official celebrations program. For the first 
time it was attended by Namibia, ANC Deputy Presi- 
dent Nelson Mandela, and the PAC of South Africa. 


The Frontline summit discussed the situation in 
southern Africa in general and the latest developments in 
South Africa in particular. The Mozambican peace pro- 
cess was also discussed at a meeting between Presidents 
Joaquim Chissano and Robert Mugabe, who is a medi- 
ator in that process. 


[Begin Chissano recording] | met with President Mugabe 
to review the situation and preparations for the mecting 
with Renamo [Mozambique National Resistance]. As 
you know, the venue of the talks has not yet been 
determined. Consultations will continue because we did 
not have time to meet with President arap Moi. He was 
in a hurry and had to leave immediately after the 
celebrations program. Thus, there was no time for con- 
sultations [words indistinct] President Mugabe. Malawi, 
Kenya, Zimbabwe, Mozambique, and Renamo are con- 
tinuing consultations. 
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1 hope we will be able to resolve this problem. What we 
need is a correct resolution that is also correctly attained. 
[end recording] 


As for the issue of talks with Renamo, President Joaquim 
Chissano said that specific dates are not a problem. The 
central issue is to agree on a venue for the meeting. 


[Begin Chissano recording] Kenya does not mind if the 
talks are held in Malawi. Malawi has agreed to host the 
talks. Zimbotwe agrees and believes the talks should 
take place in Malawi. Mozambique proposed Malawi. 
That is the situation. [end recording] 


In a courtesy meeting between Malawian Life President 
Kamuzu Banda and President Joaquim Chissano, the 
Malawian head of state reiterated his willingness to aid 
the Mozambican peace process, which he can do by 
allowing his country to host the peace talks. 


President Joaquim Chissano also took part in a meeting 
this morning with the presidents of Zambia, Zimbabwe, 
Botswana, and Ethiopia. President Mengistu Haile 
Mariam spoke about the situation in and changes cur- 
rently under way in his country. 


The five leaders also analyzed the international! political 
situation and the possibility of interstate cooperation for 
political and social development. This meeting was held 
at the new ZANU-PF [Zimbabwe African Nitional 
Union-Patriotic Front] headquarters, which was inaugu- 
rated this morning within the context of Zimbabwe's 
10th independence anniversary celebrations. 


The inauguration ceremony was attended by the invited 
heads of state and their delegations. 


Nar ‘*bi- 


Police Report MiG’s Drop Two Phosphorous Bombs 
MB1904 143790 Umiata Capital Radio in English 
1400 GMT 1° Apr 90 


[Text] Namibian police have reported that two phospho- 
rous bombs have been dropped on Namibian soil from 
MiG fighter jets. Duncan Guy reports: 


[Guy] Brigadier Siggy Einberg said locals at Omega, a 
former Bushman battalion base, witnessed the bombing 
coming from two MiG aircraft. He said they reported the 
incident at 1130 (0930 GMT) this morning as similar to 
one in January in the same area. 


The alleged bombing took place 20 km from the border, 
across which is a part of Angola known to be occupied by 
the UNITA [National Union for the Total Independence 
of Angola] rebel movement. Omega is in Namibia's west 
Caprivi region. 
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Bombs Near Angolan Border 


MB2004073990 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0734 GMT 20 Apr 90 


[Text] Windhoek April 20 SAPA—Two aircraft dropped 
two phosphorous bombs 20km South of the Angola- 
Namibia border on Thursday [19 April], police spokesman 
Brig Siggi Eimbeck said in Windhoek on Friday. 

The bombs, one estimated at 400kg and the second 
500kg. were dropped in an unpopulated area about four 
kilometres east of the former Omega military base in 
Caprivi at about 11.30 am. 


Brig Eimbeck said eyewitnesses described the aircraft as 
Russian MiG's. 


It is the third time in four months that phosphorous 
bombs have been dropped near the border. 


Geingob Departs for UN Membership Ceremony 


MB190421535° Windhoek Domestic Service 
in Afrikaans 1900 GMT 19 Apr 90 


[Text] Prime Minister Mr. Hage Geingob yesterday 
evening left for New York to attend a special ceremony 
at which Namibia will be welcomed as the 160th 
member of the United Nations. 


The remaining 17 members of the delegation who are to 
atienc the ceremony will depart tomorrow evening from 
Windaock. Theo-Ben Gurirab, minister of foreign 
affairs, and Hidiro Hamutenya, minister of information 
and broadcasting, will be among the delegation. 


Swaziland 


King Mswati III Addresses Royal Celebration 


MB1904231190 Mbabane Television Service in English 
1630 GMT 19 Apr 90 


[Text] A memorial to commemorate His Majesty King 
Sobhuza II is to be erected at Lobamba, where a farewell 
function for the great king was held in 1982. This was 
disclosed by His Majesty King Mswati III at the King 
Sobhuza Il Memorial Stadium during the celebration of 
the king's 22d birthday. 


The king also cleared the air about the King’s Trust 
Music Festival last year. He said many people were 
disappointed at the result of the festival and said people 
should not expect miracles overnight. The king also said 
the show was spiced with success, quality, and variety, 
and hoped for a great success in forthcoming concerts. 


The king said the past year saw great changes in the 
international political arena. He said the changes in 
Eastern Europe. the unhappiness in China, the indepen- 
dence of Namibia, peace in Mozambique and South 
Africa, were significant to the lifestyle of the Swazi nation. 
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Addressing himself on his trip abroad, the king said the 
fundamental aim was to expose Swaziland with the rest of 
the world. He said this would in turn promote the country 
economically, politically, and also project the country’s 
image by promoting investment and social stability which 
he said was evident when the Malaysian prime minister 
visited the country recently. He said he had met with the 
Malaysian prime minister when he attended the Common- 
wealth heads of government meeting which was held at 
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia last year. 


He said during his trip he had the opportunity to address 
Americar businessmen, giving them the country’s infra- 
structural outline and for the suitability of establishing 
businesses here. He said those words were backed by 
action. He said there is a preinvestment conference 
currently taking place in Washington, D.C. where Swa- 
ziland is represented and where his majesty’s speech is 
being shown. He said all these were the result of contacts 
he made last year. 


The king said the time has come for the country to be 
ahead in all respects: economically, politically, and by all 
other means. His majesty then appealed to the nation to 
work diligently and be united in other places, to achieve 
a sustainable development. 


He said through dedication and diligence the nation can 
create a better future for our children and make a good 
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name for the country. You must work hard and ignore 
impediments on your way, he said. 


The king said the first priority should be given to the 
needs of the Swazi nation and not to oneself, and thus, he 
said, the economy of the country could be boosted and 
foreign investment can boom. 


The king said in order for peace to prevail in the country, 
grievances should be aired constructively and not 
destructively. He appealed to local citizens to be ambas- 
sadors of their own country within or outside Swaziland. 
He said the time for change has come and the nation 
must search for economic success in the ever-changing 
world. He said in order to succeed in this endeavor, the 
nation must work in close cooperation, and likened this 
io a successful teacher whose success depends entirely on 
the cooperation from his students. 


He said we must all follow the steps of King Sobhuza II, 
who gallantly steered the country into what it 1s today. 
He said the success of today’s occasion showed that King 
Sobhuza II's spirit still prevails and was present at the 
King Sobhuza II Memorial Stadium. 


The king also thanked all those who were involved in the 
preparation for the whole event in Nhlangano, which, he 
said, was a place of historic significance. 
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Ivory Coast 


President Talks to FIGARO About Stepping Down 


LD2004 100490 Paris Domestic Service in French 
0600 GMT 20 Apr 90 


[Text] The Ivorian president, Houphouet-Boigny, says 
he is ready to leave power but he does not wish to resign 
in the middle of the social crisis, in the middle of 
disorder. He says in today’s LE FIGARO that he wishes 
to leave with his head high. The Ivory Coast president 
also mentions the ingratitude of people. 


Ready To Go, But ‘Not in Disorder’ 


AB2004110890 Paris AFP in French 0250 GMT 
20 Apr 90 


[Text] Paris, 20 Apr (AFP)}—Ivorian President Felix 
Houphouet-Boigny has said in an interview with the 
French daily, LE FIGARO, that he is ready to step down 
“honorably” and “not in disorder.” “I am not going to 
hang on to power; if I have to go, ! shall go.” Mr. 
Houphouet-Boigny stated, specifying, however, that he 
cannot resign right “in the middle of a social crisis and 
agitation in the streets. | will not leave in disorder. Be 
patient; let me leave honorably, in style,” he added. 


“I am sad,” the Ivorian president again said, referring to 
““people’s ingratitude” and the “hatred” of foreign media 
toward him. “I am accused of being a dictator, and yet 
they know very well that on the contrary, | am a man of 
peace and dialogue, and that I have never had any blood 
spilled nor ordered shooting of the crowd,” he said. 


Mr. Houphouet-Boigny denounced some unnamed 
“destabilizers” who, according to him, “want to bring to 
question again” the achievements of the Ivory Coast in 
30 years of independence, stating that he “knew why.” 
He said “they (the destabilizers) had never accepted that 
Africans should take their destiny in the'r own hands. 
They want to colonize us in another way. They are 
sowing disorder everywhere, in Gabon, in Zaire, in Ivory 
Coast, but this tempest is planned....” 


Admitting that the economic crisis was serious, the 
Ivorian president stressed, however, that ihe wealth of 
the Ivory Coast is “undervalued.” “Europeans have 
learned to act together, Africans, too, should unite to 
face Europe,” he said. 


President Houphouet-Boigny rejected the multiparty 
system, which he said “does not correspond to African 
traditions,” adding that he does not want “constant clashes” 
in Ivory Coast. Finally, h2 pledged “to fight for peace, 
initially in his country, Ivory Coast,” before stepping down. 
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Defense Minister Speaks on Disturbances 


AB1904141390 Abidjan FRATERNITE MATIN 
in French 14-16 Apr 90 pp 7-8 


[Speech by Jean Konan Banny, chairman of the Union of 
Towns and Municipal Districts of Ivory Coast and defense 
minister, at the opening session of the union's sixth general 
assembly in Abidjan on 12 April: “No to the Campaign of 
Lies" —FRATERNITE MATIN headline] 


[Text] Ladies and gentlemen: As this general assembly 
begins, | want to review the situation being experienced 
by our country. I think that we would have failed in our 
duty if we do not do so. Indeed, for two months now, our 
country has been confronted with an unusual situation. 
Life in this country has, ordinarily and usually, been 
characterized by total harmony, peace, concord, and 
dialogue between Ivon. .ns. It has alsu been characterized 
by putting our minds together and pooling our efforts 
and energies for the task of nation-building. But for 
about two months now, these characteristics have 
changed, and we have since then been living abnormally. 


As you may recall, the whole thing started with a minor 
students’ movement. Using as justification the succes- 
sive power cuts we all deplored, because they were 
becoming unnerving, and considering that these cuts 
were hampering their studies, students in Yopoungon, 
we were told one evening, rebelled because there was no 
water and power. These youths also complained because 
it was their exam period and they could not study as they 
wished because of the power cuts, which could have 
disatrous consequences for them. To show their discon- 
tent, the students took to the streets. This took place at 
about 0200 in the morning and we were told that the 
ministers of internal security and national education, 
who had been informed of the situation, went to the spot 
immediately to calm the students, because we under- 
stood that their grievances were admissible and under- 
standable. The minister of education confirmed the 
decision he had taken earlier, that is to say, that exami- 
nation dates would be delayed and a few changes made 
sO as to avoid major problems for the students. At about 
0600 the next morning, we thought that the incidents 
were over and order would be restored. But we learned 
that that students were beginning to rebel on the univer- 
sity campus. Things there were simpler. Some unidenti- 
fied people went on campus and told the students that 
following last night's events, security forces were after 
students in town and the police could at any time come 
on campus and go to the dormitories to beat them. 


At the same time, the police were called and told that 
serious disturbances were going on at the campus, and 
the police and gendarmerie had to come immediately to 
prevent students from destroying university property. 
The police went to the university to try and protect state 
property, while students, panicking, ran out of their 
dormitories and auditoriums. 
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Both the police and gendarmes found a confirmation of 
what they had been told, and naturally some pandemo- 
nium broke out. Some of the youth jumped out of windows 
with police pursuing them, and all this brought about great 
confusion, following which the youths dispersed into the 
streets. And right away, demands were stated: It was no 
longer a matter of adjusting the examinations period, but it 
was immediately being demanded that the minister of 
education, the vice chancellor of the university, and the 
director of the National University Catering and Welfare 
Services [CNOU], who were held responsible for all these 
events, should be dismissed. It was now a question of the 
Bac | [first part of senior high school certificate] being 
abolished, it was now a question of :educing all costs of 
coupons for the cafeteria, as well as all the other services 
for students. You will recall, ladies and gentlemen, that 2s 
an appeasement measure, the president of the Republi: 
under the circumstances was very paternal, and agreed to 
reduce student coupons from 200 francs to 100 francs per 
meal, and reduce the cost of a room from 6,000 francs to 
3,000 francs. I think in this regard we should pause a little 
and ask ourselves whether these demands make sense, 
whether they are fair and acceptable in principle, because 
where in Ivory Coast can one be served a three-course meal 
for 100 francs? 


All of us here who are fathers and mothers know that 
with 100 francs it not possible to give adequate and 
healthy food to our children; and of course, it is evident 
that the catering services are obliged to pay the differ- 
ence to account for the real cost of the meals served. So 
we can say that when these young students pay 100 
francs, their meals are very often subsidized by the state 
more than 10 times. But in the spirit of appeasement and 
understanding, the president of the Republic decided to 
reduce the cost of coupons to 100 francs, hoping that 
thus satisfied, they would return to their studies. But that 
did not impress, of course, not the students, dut all those 
who, hiding behind the students, wanted to take advan- 
tage of the situation to make a protest. 


A day after these events, we learned that the Bouake 
Senior High School pupils had rebelled because the 
previous night they were served with rice, which to their 
unpleasant surprise, contained a few grains of sand. 
These few grains of sand in their rice were considered the 
greatest insult because it was proof that they were not 
cared for well, and that that they were not considered 
men, and therefore they were taken for granted. And this 
sort of insult was even compounded when that very 
morning the pupils of Bouake Senior High School 
claimed that they were served margarine instead of the 
butter that they are used to. Frankly, do you really think 
that there is reason to revolt because instead of the 
Briton butter that you are hoping for, you are served with 
margarine which at least has the advantage of being a 
national product. Students and pupils in Bouake 
embarked upon serious acts of vandalism. Then it was 
the turn of Tiassale, Divo, Gagnoa, Man, and, like a dust 
in the wind, the revolt and rebellion spread to other 
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educational institutions, forcing the government to close 
down these institutions. But what is worth noting, and 
that is why we are meeting today, is that by during these 
events among the students, we saw tracts appearing from 
everywhere, tracts that no longer support the students 
demands, but which are aimed at inciting the people 
against the party and the government. These events, as 
you know, come at a time when, confronted with serious 
economic crisis, the government and the party are 
seeking ways and means of getting the country out of this 
crisis; they come at a time when, among the measures 
envisaged to take this country out of the crisis, it was 
agreed that cuts in salaries of civil servants and all other 
employees could help revive the economy. So tracts 
began coming out not only calling on people to reject 
these salary cuts, but saying that if we have reached that 
point, it is because the Democratic Party of Ivory 
Coast-African Democratic Rally [PDCI-RDA] alone 
ruled this country and that their exclusive management 
has resulted in this outcome, and that under these 
conditions, everything must be pulled down and the 
RDA-ruled government led by Felix Houphouet-Boigny 
must be abolished. In this sort of epidemic of tracts, old 
arguments emerged again and people started saying that 
the panacea that would heal our economic woes ts a 
multiparty system, the creation of several parties. This, 
of course, was not only said inside the country, but was 
echoed and orchestrated by an international press cam- 
paign, the designs of which were perfectly clear. We only 
have to examine, dear colleagues, ladies and gentlemen, 
events which have recently occurred on African territo- 
ries to know that we are confronted with an obvious 
desire to destabilize, on the part of those who have no 
interest in seeing a united and peaceful Africa pro- 
gressing and developing to the same level as other 
continents. In fact, we see that in all African countries 
where, thanks to economic stability and peace, incontest- 
able progress has been achieved, we have been wit- 
nessing some upheavals in recent times. Whether in 
Zaire or Gabon, everywhere we see the same process 
going on. 


Young students are rebelling to protest and demand 
improvement in their living conditions; their teachers, 
the brains behind these students, also rebel and go 
beyond the students’ demands to say that they also have 
other demands for multiparty systems, and beyond these 
teachers are the men of parties, who say they want 
multiparty systems, and right away. The multiparty 
system has become the panacea. People are proposing a 
national conference to include participants from the 
widest shades of opinion to be chaired by such and such 
a personality to determine exactly the ways and means of 
getting out of this crisis. If listening to the entire nation, 
listening to the various shades of opinion of the country 
is considered the panacea and key to success, then we can 
all state that the PDCI-RDA has been practising that for 
a long time, because the PDCI-RDA has, among its 
operative bodies, a body called the National Council, 
which is the decision-making organ between congresses, 
and you know that this National Council has constantly 
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been extended to all the social strata of the nation, even to 
bodies that are not part of the party. And in a constantly 
frank and renewed dialogue, the party and its president 
have taken the pulse of the nation into consideration in 
adapting government policies to the people’s desires. 


Better still, you all remember under what conditions 
people's representatives here were elected to the various 
assemblies. When, and | still repeat, in the 1950's and 
1960's we returned home from our university studies, we 
were not very well known, so it was quite difficult for us 
to contribu'< our quota to national construction. So it 
was within this context that the national list of condi- 
dates for parliament drawn up by the PDCI-RDA 
allowed for the gradual integration of young university 
graduates—because there were many of them—so that 
they could bring to the building of our country their 
intelligence and their energy. It was through this process 
that most of us got involved in the activities of the 
nation. And it is worth emphasizing that in this desire to 
integrate the youth, President Houphouet-Boigny did 
not call only on those who had identified themselves 
with the RDA, because it must be admitted that although 
there was an association of RDA students among the 
African students in France that could be identified as a 
political organization, not all Ivorian students had 
joined that association. And not all those who were later 
associated with or integrated into the party and its 
‘government were coopted because of their actions as 
student militants within the RDA. 


They were simply called upon to contribute toward the 
building of the nation in accordance with their capabil- 
ities, and also due to the president's desire to constantly 
renew the men, the bodies, and the spirit of this party. It 
was through this process that 10 years ago. in 1980, after 
realizing that we now have enough cadres spread all over 
the country, it became possible for each person to stand 
for election at any place of his choice. 


And this is something very important but to which 
nobody pays attention. When these things come from the 
Soviet Union and when it comes from a head of state 
named Gorbachev. people call it perestroyka, and they 
say there is glasnost, there is freedom; but it is Felix 
Houphouet-Boigny who brought about freedom and 
perestroyka in Ivory Coast by allowing the sons of this 
country, without the approval of the party, to run for 
elections in their municipal areas, and thus be able to 
participate in drawing up the laws governing this country 
at the National Assembly. Where can one see that? In 
what country can one just stand up and stand for 
elections without the approval of the party, without the 
approval of any organization whatsoever? This was done 
for the first time in Ivory Coast by Felix Houphouet- 
Boigny within the one-party system, of course—a party 
which was not decreed a single party, but within which 
all shades of political leanings have merged. One might 
say that this is not the same as a multiparty system 
because once you are elected, you are elected on the 
ticket of the PDCI and, therefore, there is constraint. 
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But we can easily say that the possibility which was thus 
offered to each Ivorian citizen, whatever his political 
beliefs and thinking, to stand for election outside the 
party was not used by those who are today talking about 
a multiparty system. Only one of them did so, because 
having been elected, he was given the responsible post of 
deputy speaker of the National Assembly. | am referring 
to Morifere Bamba, who was seen carrying documents 
that show that he is not a member of the PDCI. I am not 
saying this out of any hatred, but simply to illustrate the 
point that one can be elected without being a member of 
the RDA. Does Morifere not continue to carry out his 
mandate at the National Assembly? 


Those who do not believe in the reality of democracy in 
Ivory Coast should recall what happened in San Pedro, 
where our colleague Mr. Kragbe Landry contested a seat 
with the son of Auguste Denise and beat the son of 
Auguste Denise. Do you not think that if we were a party 
where leaders impose their candidates that we would not 
have imposed the son of Auguste Denise, founding 
member of the PDCI-RDA, which has been ruling this 
country for a long time? If we were to be a real dictatorial 
party, this could easily be done. Is this not enough proof 
that there is real democracy in our country? 


Foreign med:a organizations have seized on events in 
our country and given them their own interpretations. 
Yesterday, we heard a radio usually described as credi- 
ble—namely the BBC, we must name it—say that there 
is a vacancy in power in Ivory Coast; that Houphouet has 
not been ruling the country for a long time; and that 
Speaker Konan Bedie has been invested with the powers 
of head of state, and that he has been given 19 days to 
hold elections. On what basis can one tell such lies? No 
provision of the constitution allows for elections within 
19 days; there is nothing to justify that there is vacancy 
in power. 


This is a strategy aimed at destabilizing our country 
through lies. | am mentioning this to you, fellow mayors, 
because I deem it essential for all of us in charge of 
municipalities to be truly aware of our respons:oilities, 
to understand the ongoing maneuvers, and to recall that 
any time a leader of a developing country has risen up 
against oppression, injustice, and the expix tation of his 
people, plots have been hatched against him, and these 
plots have ruined his country. 


Let those who read great books recognize that very often 
on the African Continent, they have dug graves for 
democracy, because it is on the basis of their demands 
and their initial protests that successive coups d'etat 
have taken place in the subregion. Let us look around us 
and we will recognize that the events have consistently 
followed the same order: Students protest; teachers— 
champions of great democratic principles—follow suit 
and join in the protest, calling for democracy. But then, 
a different form of regime comes to power, and teachers 
and intellectuals are the first to depart and become 
political exiles, writing and speaking up against the 
violation of human rights, but unable to return to their 
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own countries. So let us beware. Let us ensure that in 
defending ideals—-undoubtedly noble ones—we do not 
become the insiruments of those who want to prolong our 
state of bondage. Let us beware. We know what we have, 
but we do not yet know what we stand to lose, and we 
certainly do not yet know what we will get in exchange. 


Ladies and gentlemen, dear colleagues, in view of the 
gravity of the situation and the dangers looming ahead, I 
would, therefore, like us to return to our respective 
municipalities to make our masses aware of the fact that 
the bone of contention now is not the 30,000 or 50,000 
CFA [African Financial Community] francs that might 
be deducted from salaries, nor the four to 10-percent 
salary reductions. What is really at stake is the survival 
of our regime and our party. We should know that the 
persons who are now claiming to represent the hopes of 
the people are digging graves for these people. Conscious 
of this, we should together commit ourselves to firmly 
defending both the party and the nation and its leader, 
Felix Houphouet-Boigny, to whom I think we, as 
mayors, should pay a solemn tribute at the opening of 
our deliberations. I thank you. 


Liberia 


BBC Reports ‘Pandemonium’ in Monrovia 18 Apr 


AB1904180290 London BBC World Service in English 
1615 GMT 19 Apr 90 


[Fiom ihe “locus on Africa” program] 


{Excerpts} Liberia is a country awash with rumors at the 
moment that the war in Nimba County is spreading, that 
Charles Taylor's rebels are getting the upper hand, and 
even that the capital, Monrovia itself, was under threat 
with Charles Taylor himself about to enter the city. But 
one thing that does seem to be a fact is that two Italian 
workers in Nimba County have gone missing. However, 
reporting Liberia is a tricky business at the moment. 
Stories have to be checked by the authorities and the 
information minister, Emmanuel Bowier, is giving spe- 
cial press briefings restricted to three a week. Our 
correspondent Isaac Bantu was at last night's briefing 
and he telexed this report: 


{Begin studio announcer recording] At yesterday's 
briefing, Information Minister Bowier confirmed that 
two Italians working in Nimba Coun'y had gone missing. 
[passage omitted] 


Also at yesterday's briefing, Information Minister 
Bowier denied rumors that fighting had spread to Grand 
Bassa County, some 90 miles east of Monrovia. Grand 
Bassa borders on Nimba. The rumors started because of 
the movement of civilians in trucks from Grand Bassa to 
Monrovia and the deployment of troops to Grand Bassa. 
Mr. Bowier agreed that people were on the move, but he 
said the displaced people had come from Nimba County 
and they were simply moving through Grand Bassa to get 


FBIS-AFR-90-077 
20 April 1990 


to their relatives in Monrovia. Mr. Bowier said that troops 
were deployed to safeguard the people in Gand Bassa, but 
he denied that there was any rebel activity there. 


Meanwhile, pandemonium broke out in Monrovia yes- 
terday leading to the closure of all shops in the city. 
Market places and stores closed down after rumors 
spread that shooting was taking place near Monrovia and 
that Charles Taylor was coming to town. In less than 30 
minutes, the streets were deserted as people fled in all 
directions. The incident took place during Mr Bowier’s 
press briefing. Mr. Bowier said that the trouble had been 
stirred up by bandits. He said that there might be people 
who wanted to steal from marketeers and shop owners in 
the wake of the panic. The situation rapidly returned to 
normal and people went back to their normal business. 
[end recording] 


Senegal 


* Casamance Independence Demanded, Reaction 


* Leader Demands Independence 


34190080A Dakar SUD HEBDO in French 
1 Feb 90 pp 3-6 


[Interview with Father Augustin Diamacoune Senghor, 
leader of the Casamance Independence Movement, by 
Omar Diatta, in Ziguinchor; date not given; first para- 
graph is SUD HEBDO introduction] 


[Excerpts] Scarcely a month after the announcement that 
the independence of Casamance would be proclaimed on 25 
December 1989, Father Augustin Diamacoune Senghor, 
leader of the Casamance Independence Movement, has 
emerged from his silence. In this exclusive interview with 
our correspondent in Ziguinchor, he rejects the term “sep- 
aratism™ and reaffirms Casamance’s right to independence. 
Raising his voice, he pulls out all the stops against Senegal 
and its leaders, calling Senegal “colonialist.” In his view, 
Casamance is with but not in Senegal. It is, he says, a 
nation—an autonomous territory entrusted by France to the 
colony of Senegal, which colonized it and dragged it along at 
the time of independence. 


[SUD HEBDO] Let’s begin with a topic of the moment. A 
document was recently circulated, chiefly in Ziguinchor, in 
which it was said that the independence of Casamance 
would be proclaimed on 25 December 1989. But in the end, 
nothing came of it. What happened? Did that document 
really come from the separatist movement? 


{Father Diamacoune] | do not want to know the origin of 
that document [portion missing] recognize its merit in 
saying out loud what every true son of Casamance is 
thinking. Not everyone who wants to be or claims to be 
a son of Casamance actually is one. A true son of 
Casamance is one who, in his heart and soul, in his mind 
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and ideals, and in his life and action is a worthy heir to 
the qualities and virtues of our valorous and glorious 
ancestors. The first point in that document says: **Casa- 
mance demands its independence on 25 December 
1989.” When the examining magistrate of the Senegal 
State Security Court asked a Casamance political pris- 
oner—who, incidentally. had had eleciric current 
applied to his temples by President Abdou Diouf's 
men—*“Do you people of Casamance want to seize your 
independence?” —that man answered simply: “Casa- 
mance does not need to seize its independence; it has 
always had it.”” Many people are not aware of the history 
of Casamance and others pretend to be unaware of it. 
Casamance was an autonomous territory—a_ protec- 
torate entrusted by France to the colony of Senegal. | 
have written to each Senegalese president to remind him 
that “at no time during its colonial past was Casamance 
an integral part, legally speaking, of the colony of Sene- 
gal.’ We are not separatists, but nationalists. This must 
be made clear once and for all. Casamance is a nation, 
and a fierce nationalism slumbers within every son of 
Casamance. I do not know why Senegal is closing its eyes 
to the evidence. So it was chiefly the colonizer who 
caused this Casamance problem by setting up the Casa- 
mance entity. That was all well and good, but unfortu- 
nately, he administered it with half measures that con- 
sisted of making Casamance a protectorate of Senegal. 
Legally speaking, therefore, Casamance is not Sene- 
galese. The document you mentioned says in substance 
that Casamance demands its independence on 25 
December 1989. When a person wants to take back a rice 
field that he has let someone else use, he notifies that 
someone a year ahead of time. On 26 December 1982, a 
peaceful march took place in the streets of Ziguinchor. 
The demonstrators displayed Senegalese flags and 
poured cool water on the roadway as a sign of peace and 
nonviolence. The Senegalese Government responded 
with violence, brutality, and torture that resulted in the 
deaths of people who were arrested. The crackdown 
came even before the Senegalese flags were removed— 
and those flags were taken down and folded with respect: 
they were not soiled or ripped up. But the demonstrators 
had not set a date for the independence that they were 
demanding for the “land of the rivers.” On 15 September 
1989, Casamance responded to the Senegal of Jean 
Collin and Abdou Diouf by setting 25 December 1989 as 
the date of independence—that is, seven years after the 
warning was given and after seven years of armed 
struggle. But the document says nothing about a procla- 
mation of independence—which is inescapable, by the 
way—an attack by nationalists or street demonstrations. 
Being very brave, the panic-stricken Senegalese took 
fright. They showed up making their usual ridicuious 
racket to disturb the tranquil life of the peacefu! Casa- 
mance inhabitants, who ignored them completely and 
were interested only 1:1 getting their crops in. Senegal lied 
to the world wher it denied sending large troop rein- 
forcements te Casamance as early as the beginning of 
December 1989. On at least three occasions, they 
dropped paratroops all over the so-called Ziguinchor 
Region by night. The air display in broad daylight on 25 
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December was intended only to put people off the scent 
and above all to deceive public opinion outside Casa- 
mance and international opinion. If Senegal denies what 
| am saying, Casamance will take note of that fact. 
Meanwhile, we will soon provide Amnesty International 
and the International Red Cross w'th a detailed report 
on the torture and other wrongful acts engaged in 
recently by President Abdou Diouf’s men in Casamance. 
Those who wanted war or who still want it have only to 
confront the nationalist fighters where they are instead 
of taking it out on poor, weak, and defenseless people. 
Let President Diouf snow enough courage to tell his 
compatriots and the whole world how many men he has 
lost in Casamance. 


[SUD HEBDO] In the document in question, you were 
called the “uncircumventable leader,” whereas, you have 
always rejected that description. Has your attitude changed? 


[Father Diamacoune] It is Senegal that, by its orchestra- 
tion of a noisy campaign, has chosen me and made me 
the leader of those who have expressed the just and 
legitimate demands of the sons of the “land of rivers.” 
Casamance has simply accepted and ratified the choice 
made by the Senegalese Government, telling itself that 
poor Augustin Diamacoune will never willingly betray 
the true interests of Casamance. The people of Casa- 
mance, having decided that the Senegalese fear neither 
God nor man, and sickened by the lies orchestrated 
against me by the Senegalese Government, could not 
restrain themselves when I was sentenced to five years in 
prison—that was when they undertook the raid on 
Ziguinchor, during which the Senegalese forces for inter- 
vention and repression actually lost more men in the 
capital of Casamance than they admitted. I have never 
told Casamance to take up arms against Senegal. Con- 
ducting a battle for truth and justice, I declare that 
Casamance’s right to independence is a real right— 
absolute, inalienable, nonnegotiable, and impre- 
scriptible. And | am ready to take the problem of 
Casamance to the appropriate international bodies 
unless God gives us what is ours in some other way. I will 
do it so that justice will be done to Casamance quickly 
and for good. 


{SUD HEBDO] Let us go on to another basic question and 
consider the legal, political, and historical foundations 
underlying the Casamance demand for independence. 


[Father Diamacoune] The national press in particular, 
and to some extent the international press as well, always 
goes after Casamance patriots and nationalists tooth and 
nail, calling them “separatists.” The press has never 
made a thorough on-the-spot study or consulted the 
documents on file in an effort to discover the consistent 
basis for Casamance’s legitimate demands. From now 
on, | am going to steer clear of that superficial, tenden- 
tious, biased, and subjective press, which is more inter- 
ested in sensationalism than in unearthing and telling the 
truth. Influential Senegalese have copies of my two 
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letters to President Senghor and the one addressed to 
President Abdou Diouf, who continues to send people to 
die in Casamance without having the courage to say so to 
his compatriots. [passage omitted] 


You could plunge the Casamance rod into the foam of 
the Senegalese lion for 2,000 years, but you would never 
get a Senegalese cayman out of it. Let us be serious and 
realistic. True confederation depends upon indepen- 
dence for Casamance. That would result in a unit more 
balanced, more real, more natural, and more open to 
Guinea-Bissau. 


{SUD HEBDO] You are a priest, and your political 
militancy does not seem to be shared by the clergy. If you 
were condemned by the church, what would you do? 


{Father Diamacoune] Because you are better informed 
than I am, please tell me the percentages of those who are 
for or against me. Cardinal Richelieu was a bishop. So 
was Archbishop Makarios and Admiral Thierry d’Argen- 
lieu was a priest and a monk. People accept the fact that 
Father Jean-Marie Esvan denounces the abuses of colo- 
nialism on the part of his compatriots, that Bishop 
Hilaron Capucci supports Palestine’s demands, and that 
Bishop Desmond Tutu combats apartheid, but when a 
black priest from Casamance named Augustin Diama- 
coune condemns the mistakes of Senegal’s administra- 
tive and parliamentary authorities and legitimately and 
legally demands independence for Casamance, that 
becomes an abominable crime: nothing but death can 
atone for his infamy. Do I have the right to engage in 
politics? Of course I do, and I claim that right expressly 
and loudly, especially because I am a citizen like every- 
body else. Being free of any political and professional 
allegiance, | am able to say aloud what everyone is 
thinking. You know what the result was: imprisonment 
and the attacks to which I have been subjected. A simple 
Casamance citizen who, because of his ‘faith and patri- 
otism” (the corollary to the motto of my ordination), 
wants to restore to Casamance what belongs to Casa- 
mance, namely, its *adependence. I have every right to 
engage in politics, and my militancy does not involve 
either the church or the clergy in Casamance. During the 
last election campaign, and even well before that, 
respectable Senegalese marabouts openly entered the 
political arena. Do they have the right to engage in 
politics? In this Casamance of my ancestors, | am 
viscerally allergic to anything denoting the complex of 
superiority, manipulation, incompetence, thoughtless- 
ness, inadequacy, sabotage, mediocrity, irresponsibility, 
lying, stealing, arbitrary injustice, intrigue, vandalism, 
imperialism, nepotism, abdication of responsibility, 
fraud, corruption, venality, intimidation, casualness, 
arrogance, expediency, and taking the easy way out. 
Being descended from a thoroughly democratic society 
that knows nothing of any of those defects, | am simply 
standing up for my fatherland, Casamance, in scrupu- 
lous respect for legality. There can be no question of 
undermining the security of the state when, in 
demanding his legitimate rights, someone takes respect 
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for the institutions to the point of legalism. Let’s wait 
until the church does condenin this program. 


{SUD HEBDO] What do you think of those political 
parties ("at consider Casamance’s frustration legitimate 
but that, nevertheless, stand up for national unity and 
the integrity of the territory? 


[Father Diamacoune] In all of that, there is an element of 
ignorance concerning the realities of Casamance, but 
above all, there is a great deal of hypocrisy, bad faith, 
brainwashing, exaggeration, and opportunism on the 
part of people who silence their consciences, send kids 
off to Casamance to get their throats slit like chickens, 
and take good care not to visit the front themselves or to 
send their own children. Let those parties admit can- 
didly, clearly, and loudly to Senegal and the whole world 
that Casamance has a right to be itself, and the rest will 
follow in good time. 


{SUD HEBDO] Some people say that the separatist 
phenomenon in Casamance is more a rural problem than 
an urban one. What is the explanation for that? 


[Father Diamacoune] Who was it that Leopold Sedar 
Senghor promoted? Your current doubletalk says it was 
grassroots Casamance that has suffered the most and 
continues to suffer from the injustices and inequalities in 
this country. Casamance and its people have always been 
discriminated against by Senegal’s regimes, which have 
always demonstrated state separatism and veiled con- 
tempt for the people of Casamance. Hard workers— 
honest and patriotic to their fingertips because they have 
never squandered the state’s property as others do—they 
and their region have always been penalized. What are 
General Tavarez and his companions in misfortune 
reproached for if not their Casamance origins? I told you 
about the case of Daniel Kabou, who was attacked in 
Saint-Louis. But there are also these poor, weak, and 
exploited people: farmers, stockraisers, fishermen, 
manual laborers, factory workers, and craftsmen. In 
short, 80 percent of Casamance’s population is excluded, 
hated, and bullied by Senegal. I could go on forever with 
examples. [passage omitied] 


{SUD HEBDO] When you talk about Casamance, you 
are referring to the natural region. But since Casamance 
was divided into two distinct administrative entities in 
1984, it has been noted that the demand for indepen- 
dence is confined solely to Basse-Casamance. By 
dividing up the territory in that way, did not the govern- 
ment cut the ground from under your feet? 


[Father Diamacoune] I will let you take responsibility for 
your statements and simply tell you that the division of 
Casamance in 1984 was merely the end result of a long 
and slow process of change that was set in motion by 
sorcerer’s apprentices trying to find a solution to the 
Casamance problem that would be advantgeous to Sene- 
gal. Look at the French Government's decree of 12 
October 1882. There is nothing more for me to tell you 
about Casamance’s boundaries. Because Senegal was 
unable to wipe out the entity of Casamance with the 
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stroke of a pen, the government divided Senegal into 
regions in order to conceal and get around the specific 
entity constituted by the territory of Casamance. The 
host of governors (all Senegalese since 1960) appointed 
to head those regions were supposed to rid the people of 
Casamance of their nostalgia for their top administrator, 
even though the new governor had nowhere near the 
extensive powers enjoyed by the high-ranking official 
appointed by the colonial administration, who exercised 
the powers of a deputy governor in this Casamance, 
which was legally an autonomous territory under the 
supervision of the colony of Senegal. The regional assem- 
blies had no real power, but the one in Casamance 
presented a real “danger” to the interests of Senegal. In 
the “land of rivers,” three options were open to Casa- 
mance: |) out-and-out integration with Senegal; 2) con- 
federation: or 3) out-and-out independence. The 
““danger™ to Senegal arose from the possibility that the 
Casamance Regional Assembly would vote to request 
that Casamance become itself again. An administrative 
reform was needed to suppress the regional assemblies 
and replace them with the rural community assemblies. 


The time finally arrived for the coup de grace, the 
purpose of which was to complete the job of dismantling 
the rest of the Casamance entity and grinding it down for 
good. So on 29 July 1980, Abdou Diouf, who was prime 
minister at the time, summoned the cadres and political 
officials from Casamance and propose that what had 
been the Casamance Region be divided up. Practically 
all of them, with the sole exception of Yoro Kande, 
rejected that piece of surgery. But lo and behold, at the 
Socialist Party's famous enlightenment congress, Abdou 
Diouf brought the issue of subdividing Casamance up 
for discussion again. The division of Sine-Saloum was 
not a diversionary tactic, if one considers the decree of 
12 October 1882. The people of Casamance let it happen 
because they are not the sort who would suddenly go 
back on their word after voting a flat no on 29 July 1980. 
In a strong position because of his party’s support, 
Abdou Diouf summoned Parliament and had that rub- 
ber-stamp body approve the redivision of Casamance. 
When, for various reasons, Moyenne Casamance 
expressed its displeasure to him, Abdou Diouf hypocrit- 
ically told Sedhiou’s inhabitants to take it out on the 
deputies from Casamance, who had either voted for the 
law or allowed it to pass, since he, Abdou Diouf, had 
merely proposed the law. The president was very careful 
not to tell them how stubborn he had been about getting 
it passed. Take this tape and listen to it, and you will see 
that I am not lying. That act by President Abdou Diouf 
reflects Machiavellianism and Manichaeism, and it also 
represents the end result of an undertaking started by 
Lamine Coura and Sedar Senghor back in 1945. Files 
have been withheld or intentionally destroyed both in 
Dakar and in Casamance. Do not ask me why. Sene- 
galese who are well-acquainted with Casamance and its 
history will have to answer that question and explain the 
reasons behind the intrigues of the Senegalese Govern- 
ment, which is always seeking to divide the people of 
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Casamance in order better to dominate them and break 
them politically, economically, and culturally. [passage 
omitted] 


[SUD HEBDO] Is an independent Casamance viable at 
a time when Africa, drawing the lessons from its Bal- 
kanization, is secking to form large political and eco- 
nomic entities, if not to revive such colonial federations 
as the AOF (French Wesi Africa) and the AEF (French 
Equatorial Africa), and especially when we know that 
wherever it has surfaced, separatism has more or less 
failed? Do you think that Casamance can be an excep- 
tion to the rule? 


[Father Diamacoune] Viable or not, the first thing is that 
Casamance’s real right to independence must be recog- 
nized at every level in Senegal. Once Casamance is 
independent, the rest will come in good time despite the 
mistakes made by Senghor and Abdou Diouf, who 
intentionally enlarged and deepened a gulf that was 
already a matter ‘or concern. | deny anyone’s right to tell 
Casamance what is good for it. And anyway, for Casa- 
mance, the path toward African uaity does not neces- 
sarily run through Senegal. Whether an independent 
Casamance is viable or not is none of Senegal’s business. 
Senegal couldn't care less about Casamance in the past 
and couldn't care less about it now. 


{SUD HEBDO] Do you have contacts with Senegalese 
authorities? If so, with whom, when, and where” 


[Father Diamacoune] To the police, the examining magis- 
trate, and the presiding judge of the court during my trial, 
I challenged Senegal’s authority to deal with the problem 
of Casamance. Because your country cannot be both judge 
and judged. No one is a good judge at his own irial. I told 
them: “I appeal to France to see that Casamance receives 
justice.” When the examining magistrate refused to record 
that statement, | told him: “I am repeating this appeal for 
the third time: I appeal to France to see that Casamance 
receives justice. Either you record my appeal or I will 
immediately leave your office without signing anything.” 
So he finally agreed to record it. 


As for the presiding judge of the court, he told me: 
“Senegal is independent; France has nothing to say about 
it."’ The ball is in France's court, and it is up to France to 
play fair. It has just celebrated the bicentennial of the 
great French Revolution with the fanfare that everyone 
knows about. If freedom is good for France and Senegal, 
it is also good—oh how good!—for Casamance, which 
has now been colonized for 345 years. 


{SUD HEBDO] There are those who say that the sense of 
discrimination, exclusion, and abandonment so 
intensely felt in Casamance is common to most of the 
peripheral regions, and they feel that solutions must be 
sought on a nationwide scale. 


[Father Diamacoune] What interests me 1s Casamance. 
The other localities or regions, as you put it, are part of 
Senegal. That is a matter between Senegalese. From 1945 
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to 1970, I was an idealist. From 1970 to 1980, I was an 
optimist. Since 1980, I have tried to be a realist. Casa- 
mance must be independent. And the sooner the better. 


{SUD HFBDO] In the absence of independence for 
Casamance, can you picture an alternative or interme- 
diate solution? 


[Father Diamacoune] “Historia Alma Magistra™ [history 
is a patient teacher]. On 12 May 1982, I wrote to 
President Abdou Diouf to tell him that I do not totally 
pardon those from Casamance who were Senghor’s com- 
panions from the first. They put too much trust in 
Leopold and the Senegalese. They simply forgot that 
those Senegalese have nct passed through the same 
sacred forests as we of Casamance have—that the Sene- 
galese could not care less about Casamance in the past 
and could not care less about it now. 


But one of our elected officials (Ibou Diallo) had warned 
them about the Senegalese. For my part, | have been 
following this policy of Senghor’s regarding Senegal and 
Casamance since 1945. 


Ibou Diallo is gone, and so are Emile Badiane, Edouard 
Diatta, and Adama Diallo. Etienne Carvalho is getting on 
in years. But we have learned a lot from them. Others are 
ready to take over, because Casamance is a fruitful mother. 
Senegal is wasting its time shilly-shallying. It must decol- 
onize Casamance immediately because what we are talking 
about here is not really emancipation but decolonization, 
no doubt about it. To every son of Casamance I say 
without hesitation: “My son, be careful as long as you live 
not to trust the Senegalese.” I want no other solution for 
Casamance but independence, nothing but independence, 
and always independence for Casamance. 


[SUD HEBDO] Recently there has been talk that the 
Casamance Independence Movement has been in con- 
tact with Mauritanian authorities on the one hand and 
with Gambian authorities on the other. Exactly what is 
the situation? 


[Father Diamacoune] I leave it up to those who have 
spread those rumors to explain their statements. | am 
concerned with only one thing: independence for Casa- 
mance. If it pleases God, Casamance will seize its 
independere. Even if you kill everyone in Casamance, 
God will rise up the stones and trees, and they will wrest 
Casamance’s independence away from Senegal. 


[SUD HEBDO] Would you agree to a public debate on the 
Casamance issue? If so, what conditions would you set? 


[Father Diamacoune] Senegal is sick with “meetingitis”’- 
—interminable palavering that leads to nothing. What 
was the recult of your famous electoral round table? The 
Senegalese are basically deceitful all down the line. “Res 
non verha™ [acts, not words]. Let Senegal keep its words 
and Casamance its acts. 
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* Political Spectrum Opposes Split 
34190080B Dakar SUD HEBDO in French 
1] Feb 90 pp 3-7 


[Articles by A. Ndiaga Sylla and Ibrahima Fall, followed 
by interview with Cardinal Hyacinthe Thiandoum, arch- 
bishop of Dakar, by Alain Agboton and Ndiaga Sylla: 
date and place of interview not given} 


[Text] 


PS: Separatism Unacceptable 


Concerning what has come to be called the “Casamance 
question” and the vague desire for separatism, Babacar 
Sine, national official of the Executive Bureau of the 
Socialist Party [PS] in charge of communication and 
socioeducational activities, here states his party's position: 


“The Socialist Party feels that territorial integrity and 
national unity are not negotiable. It is out of the question 
that a part of the nation should be able today to challenge 
the fact of Senegalese nai.onal existence on any pretext or 
grounds (demands regarding identity or egional demands). 


“On that point, the Socialist Party fully supports the posi- 
tion of the government and of President Abdou Diouf.” 


What about separatism in Casamance? Babacar Sine says 
that it cannot be accepted because the very logic behind it 
runs counter to national fulfillment and integration. 


‘Crazy Dream’ 


“Who appointed Father Diamacoune Senghor to 
demand independence for Casamance, considering that 
the vast majority of those living in that region regard it as 
an integral part of Senegal and have elected their worthy, 
conscientious, and level-headed sons to represent them 
in all the institutions of the republic?” That 1s the 
question asked, in his response to the priest, by Louis 
Dacosta, a deputy in the National Assembly who was 
challenged by Father Diamacoune in the interview 
granted to SUD HEBDO. 


Rejecting the charge by Father Diamacoune that he is an 
“ungrateful chameleon,” Louis Dacosta feels that “if 
anyone has amnesia, it is Father Diamacoune himself.” 
He says: “My memory is still good. I actually become 
acquainted with Father Diamacoune in 1938 at the 
primary school in Oussouye, which we both attended at 
a time when he was still an animist. He later joined the 
Catholic Church and became a priest.” 


The man has changed. “Yes, but let him grant me the 
right also, in view of the historical development of 
realities in my country—Senegal—to have taken the 
following path: I joined the youth group in the Sene- 
galese Democratic Union, a section of the African Dem- 
ocratic Rally, in 1949, then the Senegalese Popular floc 
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[BPS], and then the Senegalese Progressive Union [UPS] in 
1958 when the BPS merged with the SFIO [French Section 
of the Workers International (Socialist Party)]. I joined the 
PRA [African Realignmem Party]-Senegal (not PRA- 
Casamance) following the disagreements over the stand that 
should be taken on the 1958 referendum and then rejoined 
the UPS with my comrades from the PRA after our party 
was reintegrated with Senghor’s party. Since then, I have 
remained loyal to that group—which is now the Socialist 
Party—and to its doctrine and leadership.” 


Dacosta continued: “As a consequence, I do not see what 
makes me an ungrateful chameleon. My conscience is 
clear, and | call upon Diamacoune to explain his slan- 
derous and insulting remarks concerning me.” Dacosta, 
who maintains that he has always worked within 
national parties throughout his long politica! ~areer, says 
it is “surprising that a man of the cloth should be 
cultivating natred and fanaticism and attempting, 
through his obscure and incoherent ideas, to lead some 
of his compatriots into a dead end. And that he should 
have chosen Christmus—the Feast of the Nativity—to 
spread his slogans, thus creating insecurity and worry in 
peaceful inhabitants. Is it necessary to emphasize that in 
his national village of Senghalene in the Department of 
Oussouye, the PS has a dynamic committee headed by 
Djouko Diamacoune? This shows that Diamacoune’s 
crazy dream is not shared by his own relatives. More- 
over, the inhabitants of the Casamance region are per- 
fectly interwoven with those of Senegal and harbor no 
complexes.” What did the two men say to each other in 
1958 and 1963? Father Diamacoune did not go into that. 
Louis Dacosta says that for his part, he was among those 
carrying placards in Dakar in 1958 and that he was not 
in Casamance in 1963. And he added that the only time 
he spoke to the priest was in 1968. Dacosta says: “Dia- 
macoune was worried about the political fate of one of 
his friends who was the leader of a group within the UPS 
coordination committee in Oussouye.” 


‘No to Separatism’ 


Because Abdoulaye Bathily, secretary general of the 
LD-MPT [Democratic League—Movement for the 
Labor Party] was absent, Mbaye Diack, a member of the 
Political Bureau, presented that party’s views on the 
“independence” of Casamance. 


“Our party, the LP-MPT, has already stated very clearly 
its stand on the ‘Casamance question.’ A very exhaustive 
dossier, to which we refer you, was produced on that 
subject, and there have been many statements by party 
officials in the press and at events in which our party has 
participated. We have said very clearly that at a time 
when every Senegalese who is aware of African realities 
is deploring the Balkanization of Africa and working to 
rebuild its unity, and at a time when even rich developed 
cour.:ries are feeling the need to increase their unity to 
ensure a more efficient joint effort, it seems contrary to 
the course of history to want to move in the direction of 
separation and dispersion. I do not think the inhabitants 
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of Casamance can want that. What must be remembered. 
on the other hand, is that for as long as the country has 
been independent, the Senegalese Government has 
reta'ned a colonialist concept of relations between the 
so-called peripheral regions and the so-called central 
regions. The periphery has long been discriminated 
against, and Casamance is not the only victim of that 
policy. Look at Senegal Oriental, not to mention the 
Fleuve region. Such a policy could not fail to create 
frustration and resentment, both of which provide favor- 
able soil for nationalist exploitation. |, therefore, feel 
that we need a new policy for the Senegalese and for 
relations between regions. That policy must take into 
account the equilibriums necessary for cohesion and the 
preservation of national unity and [territorial] integrity. 


‘I Understand Them’ 


Mamadou Dia, a former prime minister of Senegal who 
is currently first mawdo [meaning unknown] of the 
Movement for Democracy and Socialism (MDS), was 
mentioned unfavorably by Father Diamacoune, who 
accuses him and President Senghor of hiding out “in 
their dens of silence,” whereas, they had been considered 
national heroes when they took Senegal out of the Mali 
Federation. Mamadou Dia responds: 


“I have not hidden behind silence. If Father Diama- 
coune were well-informed, he would be aware of the 
many stands that I have taken on Casamance and that go 
back a long way. | would remind him of the article | 
wrote in AND SOPI under the title “Casamance 
Betrayed,” my numerous statements during the 1983 
election campaign, and, more recently, my article in 
YAKAAR. I regret that Diamacoune does not have that 
information. This is all the more odd, considering that 
when the article in AND SOPI appeared, he was not yet 
in prison. In that same article, | even “collared Karim 
Gaye, who was attacking Diamacoune and the sup- 
porters of independence. I have always denounced the 
Casamance ghetto. On that subject, | refer you to the last 
congress of the MDP [People’s Democratic Movement], 
at which I said that Casamance had a perfect right to 
demand a regional identity.” 


SUD HEBDO asked: “But Mr. Chairman, are you for or 
against independence for Casamance?” 


Mamadou Dia answered: “If Casamance has reached the 
point of demanding independence, that is the fault of the 
government, which has never managed to integrate Casa- 
mance and develop it. | started a vigorous regional 
integration policy, but it was later abandoned. All of 
Senegal’s peripheral regions are in danger of seceding 
because there is no policy for regional integration. 
Although I regret it, the demand by Casamance’s people 
is justified. | understand their position. Moreover, I have 
always denounced the slaughters, which have taken place 
in Casamance and which can solve nothing.” 
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Interview With Cardinal 


Although he describes Father Augustin Diamacoune 
Senghor as a “believing,” “devoted.” “affable.” and 
“open” man, Cardinal Hyacinthe Thiandoum, nonethe- 
less, feels that the church favors territorial integrity. The 
archbishop of Dakar says that the church's clergy are 
attached to the integrity of the national territory, which 
it is “not acceptable to challenge for any reason what- 
ever.” In the interview below, Cardinal Thiandoum also 
expresses an opinion on such crucial questions as Father 
Diamacoune’s fight, political involvement on the part of 
priests, and liberation theology. 


[SUD HEBDO] How do relations stand between Father 
Diamacoune and yourself? Are there relations of a 
hierarchical nature between you? 


[Cardinal Thiandoum] | have no direct contact with 
Father Diamacour.e Senghor, although I know him well 


and respect him. 


| was over him when he was attending the seminary in 
Nazobil. Later, when he was a young priest, | asked him 
on behalf of the Archdiocese of Dakar to be the preacher 
at a spiritual retreat. That was more than 10 years ago. 


Since then, I have not been in contact with him except at 
certain meetings, the simple reason being that | am not 
his bishop. His bishop is Augustin Sagna, the bishop of 
Ziguinchor. 


[SUD HEBDO] What do you know about the man? 


{Cardinal Thiandoum] I can say that he is a profound 
believer and a profoundly devoted Catholic. He loves his 
country and ts passionately interested in the cause of the 
various ethnic groups in Casamance. He is affable and 
open and has many ideas. 


The last time | saw him was two years ago during the 
centennial of the church of St. Anthony of Padua in 
Ziguinchor, shortly after his release from prison. 


Our conversation consisted solely of greetings, we did 
not discuss other problems. 


jSUD HEBDO] He loves his country! But which 
country? Father Diamacoune Senghor talks about Casa- 
mance as being a national entity distinct from Senegal. 


[Cardinal Thiandoum] A true Senegalese cannot love 
just his own ethnic group or a portion of the territory 
without loving all of Senegal. 


Senegal constitutes a nation: a given territory recognized 
by the society of nations. And in the church, when we 
talk about Senegal, we are referring to its entire geo- 
graphic entity. 


[SUD HEBDO] Does this mean that separatism or 
irredentism on the part of Casamance is condemned by 
the Senegalese church? 
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[Cardinal Thiandoum] I would not speak of a Senegalese 
church, since that name does not correspond to reality, 
but rather of the church in Senegal. There is no national 
Catholic Church. It is certain that the church in Senegal 
is attached to our nation as that nation is recognized, and 
at the same time, the church, which pays particular 
attention to promoting the common good, also protects 
the integrity of the territory in its unity and for its unity. 


[SUD HEBDO] Is not it possible that Father Diama- 
coune has some influence on his fellow priests? 


{Cardinal Thiandoum] He is part of a body of priests at 
the Senegalese national level and also of a presbyterium 
(that is, all the clergy in Casamance around their bishop). 


So then, to what extent do his fellow priests in Senegal 
and Casamance share his choices? I do not have anything 
very specific on which to base an answer to that ques- 
tion. | do not live in Casamance. What I can say, 
however, is that we priests are attached to the integrity of 
the national territory. So it is unacceptable to challenge 
that integrity for any reason whatever. 


[SUD HEBDO] Do you foresee a solution to the “discrim- 
ination” (Father Diamacoune Senghor’s expression) 
against Casamance? In your opinion, is it real or fictional? 


{Cardinal Thiandoum] I do not accept that expression 
because today everyone knows how much attention the 
authorities are paying to Casamance. When it comes to 
the church, it is absolutely impossible to talk about 
discrimination: Casamance has its own church headed 
by a bishop, with a large number of clergy (the largest in 
Senegal) and with its own complete structures (seminar- 
ies at all levels). 


Father Diamacoune Senghor says he is denouncing and 
combatting injustices committed against the people of 
Casamance and their region, allegedly the victims of 
exploitation by people from outside Casamance—by 
foreigners. That, I think, is worth looking at in an effort 
to assess the scope and extent of those injustices, if they 
do exist, so that they can be stopped. And if Father 
Diamacoune Senghor has tackled these issues relative to 
the region he lives in to denounce injustices, he is 
perfectly within his rights to do so. That has nothing to 
do with a rebellion: it means becoming aware of a given 
reality. So what we should do is not reject Father 
Diamacoune Senghor’s statements out of hand, but 
make a distinction. The inadmissible challenging of 
territorial integrity and national unity is one thing, but 
the necessary denunciation of injustices wherever they 
exist in order to maintain and promote peace in Senegal 
is something else. 


{SUD HEBDO] Has the Episcopal Conference of Bishops 
made any specific pronouncements on all these issues? 


[Cardinal Thiandoum] It has not published any docu- 
ments on the “case” of Father Diamacoune Senghor, the 
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reason being that that is up to a specific church with its 
own hierarchy. This does not mean that the Episcopal 
Conference is not interested in this serious problem. 


[SUD HEBDO] Father Diamacoune Senghor is claiming 
his full and complete right to engage in politics. How do 
you assess that stand? 


[Cardinal Thiandoum] To assess it, | would begin by 
explaining the ministry of a Catholic priest. According to 
the will, doctrine, and teaching of the church, a priest is 
a spiritual leader. He is a unifier and a pastor. This is 
clearly stated in Paul VI's apostolic exhortation of 1975 
concerning evangelization. That is why a priest cannot 
favor a particular party—because he is a unifier. 


Because of his priesthood, a priest cannot be the cause of 
division among the citizens of his community or his 
country. That would be contrary to his identity as a 
spiritual leader, unifier, and pastor. 


So as far as politics goes, in accordance with Pope John 
Paul II's thinking and in performing his duties according 
to the criteria I have just mentioned, a priest is a spiritual 
adviser who bases his teaching on the Gospel, Christian 
morality, and the uninterrupted teaching of the magiste- 
rium of the church. He is interested in politics because 
everything affecting humanity affects the priest, who is 
sent among his brothers of all races and ethnic groups, all 
languages, and all religions. This does not mean that 
those closest to him—in his country and within a given 
territory—do not have priority. It is not his role to be the 
leader of a party but rather to be a counselor to people so 
that they can carry out their own responsibilities with 
respect to the Gospel, Christian morality, the teaching of 
the supreme magisterium, and the guidelines set by the 
country’s episcopate, doing so in harmony and consulta- 
tion with the pastoral teams in the parishes and sectors. 


[SUD HEBDO] What exactly are the episcopate’s guidelines? 


[Cardinal Thiandoum] They do not differ from what is 
taught by the church and Pope John Paul Il. They are 
found in the pastoral letters issued by the Conference of 
Bishops or by each bishop in kis own diocese. We are not 
in favor of political involvement on the part of priests. It 
is Contrary to their work as spiritual leaders, unifiers of 
men, and pastors. 


[SUD HEBDO] Does this mean that Father Diamacoune 
Senghor is not involving himself in politics in the way that a 
priest should? After all, he was taken to court and convicted! 


[Cardinal Thiandoum] If a priest violates the laws of the 
society in which he himself is a citizen, he is subject to 
being taken to court. That is all there is to it. 


[SUD HEBDO] Some people feel that the church has 
given Father Diamacoune Senghor too much leeway. 


[Cardinal Thiandoum] He is both a citizen and a priest. 
The fact that he is a priest should mark his activity as a 
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citizen. As a priest, he must be a spiritual leader, a 
unifier, and a pastor. When one has said that, there is 
nothing more to say. 


Father Diamacoune Senghor has the right and the duty 
to engage in politics in the way that a priest should—in 
a specific manner. As I have just said, he must take an 
interest in issues concerned with the building of the 
earthly city—the defense of people. no matter who they 
are. If he steps beyond that, he is in danger moving away 
from his role as a priest and, consequently, of suffering 
the penalties provided by society's laws. 


{SUD HEBDO] Isn't the “Casamance nationalist” 
demand based on the famous liberation theology? In 
answering this question, could you define or identify 


liberation theology? 


[Cardinal Thiandoum] Liberation theology did not come 
from nowhere! Jesus Christ was the ‘irst to act and 
preach on behalf of man’s liberation. That liberation 
consists, first of all, of turning man away from evil and 
sin. The basic alienation is the break with God. That 
liberation from sin comprises every other liberation 
from anything that oppresses man and prevents him 
from achieving his final purpose, which is to someday 
join God in heaven and to organize this territory—this 
world—according to God's plan. 


In the first story of creation—in chapter | of the Book of 
Genesis—it is explicitly stated that man’s calling is to 
cooperate with God in organizing the [earthly] city. 


That is why the Gospel does not separate temporal 
involvement from involvement in the service of God. 


That must be our starting point if we are to understand 
liberation theology, which is being talked about so much 
these days. For us Christians, everything begins with 
Jesus Christ and his activity. It has happened throughout 
the centuries that the church may not have concerned 
itself sufficiently with liberation’s social dimension. 
That aspect has been eclipsed to some extent, but today, 
thanks to a better understanding of what is at stake in 
evangelization, we have been led to pay more attention 
to it. 


{SUD HEBDO] Liberation theology has its followers in 
Africa, does it not? 


[Cardinal Thiandoum] Liberation theology is completely 
legitimate and is of interest to Africa. The Holy See 
recently published a document presenting its view of 
liberation theology from the church's perspective. 


The warnings expressed by Rome were aimed at pre- 
venting liberation theology from being used to promote a 
type of class struggle that rejects the church. The church 
is for peace that includes respect for human dignity and 
the right of peoples to self-determination. 
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* Charges of Corruption, Nepotism Examined 


* SOTRAC'’s Director Fired 
34190079A Dakar SOPI in French 2 Feb 9 p 2 


[Article by Aly Penda Fall: “Sotrac: The Executives 
Point of View”] 


[Text] Faithful to its commitment to publish the truth, 
SOPI recorded last week some statements of executives 
and other employees of SOTRAC [a transportation com- 
pany] concerning the firing of Adama Salli, the com- 
pany’s outgoing chief executive officer. But these state- 
ments from sources close to accounting and 
administrative departments show that Adama Sall was 
actually not blameless and that, contrary to street 
rumors, he was, in fact, fired for several reasons that 
include! asking for kickbacks on SOTRAC's purchases. 


Befc. ; getting to the straw that broke the camel's back, 
let's s consider the opinion of some observers from the 


management. 


According to our inforr tion, Mr. Sall was on good 
terms with lower level  ployees, i.e. the bus crews, 
which are far more numerous and restless. So that every 
time he needed massive support, he could count on 
them; this enabled him to “clean up” the management 
without incurring the wrath of the workers, who count 
few executives among them and are the only employees 
to be unionized. In line with this, it was also observed 
that in all his speeches he had thanks only for the bus 
crews, and was thus trying to divide and oppose bus 
crews and their direct supervisors, the department 
heads. It is further said that, even with respect to the 
corporate labor agreement that SOTRAC workers 
demanded, he gave union members to understand that 
he had already given his agreement and signed the 
documenis and that, if there was now some delay in the 
final stage, it was the board's fault: a very effective way 
to put workers on bad terms with the board. 


One of the many questionable decisions he took con- 
sisted in taking back all the company cars assigned to 
department heads, except in the training department 
where he discharged a competent executive and replaced 
him with one of his own relatives who thus became the 
only one to have a company car and a gas allowance, 
while all other department heads had to buy back their 
vehicles and pay for their own gas. 


But this is nothing compared to what he is said to have 
done to some executives delegated to SOTRAC by the 
Ministry of Eauipment. The first thing Mr. Sall did after 
his appointment, we were told, was to send them back to 
their original ministry, although their jobs were no 
longer included in the budget. For the poor victims, this 
led to salary suspensions, strenuous procedures, and 
financial imbalance. He did the same for the promotion 
of conductors who were eligible and on a waiting list: he 
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simply cancelled all of his predecessor's decisions, thus 
crushing all the hopes entertained by the poor conduc- 
tors to be. 


He did all this, our observers point out, to impress people 
and to gain a reputation of integrity. Unfortunately, they 
add, Mr. Chief-executive-officer-who-takes- 
his-job-seriously [as published] set on edge the teeth of the 
commission in charge of examining the bids received in 
answer to SOTRAC’s requests. The commission soon 
found out that, while carrying on as we just said, Mr. CEO 
[Chief Executive Officer] was already in touch with the 
suppliers. It even looks as if the reason that many buses are 
r w# Out of commission is that the outgoing CEO had 
stopped many orders to Renault, in France, in favor of 
Etaperou in Senegal. And since the latter lacks certain 
spare parts, quite a few buses are not running. 


Why this exclusive choice? 


The idea of a kickback on purchases was already 
dawning upon some when we learned suddenly that Mr. 
Sall was ousted; and that, according to well-informed 
sources, he had demanded kickbacks from Renault, who 
owns 35 percent of SOTRAC. The associated group is 
then said to have complained to Senegalese authorities 
who immediately reacted by firing the dishonest and all 


too greedy CEO. 


Thus, if we are to believe our SOTRAC sources, Salil was 
just another player who managed to gain the confidence 
of lower level workers, the better to impress people. 
Today, in hindsight, we realize that all Sall actually did 
for the workers was to encourage them to make more 
debts by increasing Tabaski advances and allowing 
advances to be paid for baptisms, funerals, and other 
family ceremonies. And for someone who said he was 
there to reorganize, we wonder why he added to expen- 
ditures by creating new jobs for his proteges. Actually. 
the only measure that was greeted by the administrative 
personnel was that they would no longer work on Sat- 
urday mornings. And malicious gossip will even see a 
connection between Sall’s arrival at SOTRAC and the 
opening of a certain pharmacy just opposite the Avenue 
Cheikh Anta Diop Relay. 


Such, then, is the version that a few SOTRAC executives 
give of Adama Sall’s surprising dismissal; it was our duty 


to submit §' to the judgment of public opinion, which is 
inn ntended to justify Diouf's decision, as he 
obs hos a marked preference for lax executives 


and, «:...ef--re, bears most of the responsibility for all the 
flaws in the system. Because, before you appoint a CEO, 
you should first take a good look at him. 


* Allegations About Job Bids 


341°:0079B Dakar WAL FADJIRI in French 
9-16 Feh Wp § 


{Article by Ousseynou Gueye: “Invitations To Bid: 


Questionable Market Trends] 
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[Text] As state property is fali:ng apart, suppliers become 
suspect. No wonder, when one knows that those whose 
offer is higher win over those whose offer is better. 


If Sisyphus we re Senegalese, he would probably be a road 
contractor. In our climes, no other work has to be redone 
as often. Every year, a layer of tar is applied to cover the 
potholes that were already there last year, putting shock 
absorbers to a hard test. As the Senegalese have found. 
there is a reason for this patching up: since the first 
onslaughts of vehicles will destroy the patch, the con- 
tractor 1s sure to get regular contracts, that is, if he stays 
in the circuit and keeps it well greased; it is just a tale of 
bribes in which everybody gets something. 


The management of public contracts has become contro- 
versial and raises many questions. Many people believe 
that public contracts are not awarded by the book. Con- 
sidering that seme contractors never perform the work 
entrusted to them according to the rules, these people do 
not hesitate to accuse the departments in charge of 
favoring one contractor at the expense of another. These 
facts are also confirmed by some contractors. 


Where is the truth? The technicians’ first answer is to refer 
to rules and regulations. According to Mr. Sarr, inspector 
of administrative and financial matters for the Dakar 
Urban Community, “you can’: award a contract to 2 
contractor just like that. Before (he award, all departments 
that plan to have work perforn\ed have an obligation to 
call for bids from contractors or suppliers, as the case may 
be, based on work specifications.” In said work specifica- 
tions, “the nature and specifications of the supplies, work 
or services must be specified with sufficient precision so 
that the only difference among bids will be in the price 
asked.” Wher the bids are studied, the contractor offering 
the most favorable conditions to the state is usually 
chosen. Yet, he must offer guarantees, for example, a 
provisional bond or approval from a bank. The selection 
becomes final only after the National Commission on 
Government Contracts (CNCA) has studied the case and 
given a favorable opinion. 


In principle, therefore, this procedure should prevent 
any schem:ng and shady deals. Nevertheless, regulations 
are anac™ —aistic in some respects and do not promote 
full disc osure. The state always tries to have its work 
done at the least cost, which encourages cheating. 
Indeed, it has been shown that some contractors will bid 
at unbeatable prices, knowing full well that they cannot 
complete the work properly for the price quoted. The job 
is botched and offers no guarantee of lasting. And then 
technicians are accused of lacking vigilance in control- 
ling the work performed by contractors. At each work 
site, technicians are assigned to control the proportions 
of cement, concrete, and sand, and technical construc- 
tion conditions. But they plead not guilty and pass the 
buck to political authorities. “We are supervised by 
authorities who must submit balance sheets and are less 
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difficult when it comes to technical aspecis. For them. 
the main thing is to have the job completed.” a city 
technician pleaded. 


No Bidders 


Another obstacle is the required approval from a bank. 
Now. some banks are no longer solvent, for example. 
SONEPI [National Industrial Studies and Promotion 
Company] and USB [Senegalese Banking Union] that 
are now closed. Yet, some contractors continue to 
submit bank approvals issued by Sonepi and USB, to the 
displeasure of technical cadres who cannot prevent them 
from bidding. And most of these contractors are insol- 
vent. They will stop working halfway through the job. 
when they are unable to go on. Often, the workers pay for 
it: they remain without pay for months. These are 
well-known contractors, the only thing to do 1s to forbid 
them to bid for any contract. 


The state is not without responsibility, either. Because of 
the economuc crisis, it has cash-flow problems. As a 
result, some contractors no longer bid for state contracts 
because the state already owes them huge amounts. 
Beccause they cannot force the state to pay, they refrain 
from bidding on state contracts. The result is that several 
invitations to bid have remained unanswered, forcing 
the government to conclude contracts through direct 
agreement with a contractor or supplier. Some contrac- 
tors double their prices, knowing that the state has no 
other choice. This is the case with spare parts for utility 
vehicles and other equipment for which high prices are 
charged. The contractor knows from the start that he will 
have to run everywhere and even pay bribes before he 
gcts whai is owed to him. 


Therefore, to ensure thai contracts are awarded openly and 
completed under good conditions, the government must 
revise certain regulat.~ v5 so as to reflect current conditions. 


Otherwise, it will be difficult to provide good management 
of public contracts. This is also the unanimous wish of the 
technicians involved in the public contract sector. 


* Bank at Risk by Unsecured Loans 
34190079C Dakar SOPI in French 12 Jan 90 p § 


[Artute by Tchinko: “BSK [Sencgalese-Kuwaiti Bank]: 
Quict, Swindlers at Work”’] 


[Text] If there is one event—among many others, of 
course—which marked the year 1989 and was hidden at 
year’s end both by Abdou Diouf in his nonspeech to the 
nation and by Sokhna Dieng at his old-style PS [Socialist 
Party] mecting, that was the bankruptcy of Senegalese 
banks. There has been much talk of restructuring finan- 
cial institutions; there have been too many layoffs in 
vanks, too many bank closures. Many a family man is 
still waiting wounded in his flesh and in his soul. People 
go on talking about these “crimes,” which history 
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already sees as one of the most monstrous blunders of 
Abdou Diouf's regime. Even though the wounds are not 
healed yet, even though the victims have hardly been 
buried as this year 1990 begins, the regime, as cold- 
blooded as ever, is planning renewed slaughter. 


“The incredible calm of the fools,” to quote Barbaris! 


After the USB [Senegalese Banking Union], Assurbank, 
SOFISEDIT [Senegalese Financial Company for the 
Development of Industry and Tourism], SON- 
AGABAMQUE and the BNDS [Senegal National Devel- 
“pment Bank], it was the turn of the BSK (Senegalese- 
Kuwaiti Bank) to make the headlines recently. When you 
en\er that bank, the first thine you notice is the nearly 
gereral distrust, which prevails there. You get the 
impression that the employees’ slogan is “Not a word! 
and keep your mouth shut.” Nobody knows anything. 
From the porter to the personnel manager, all mumble. 
open wide eyes, are evasive. “No one dares” try and find 
out. Yet, sooner or later the unspeakable will have to be 
said: this bank has no cash flow and is bankrupt, and 
decisions have already been made to lay off half of its 
personnel, if not to close the bank for good. 


How did it get there, considering that this was one of the 
most viable banks in Senegal? Already, the wrestling match 
that, not so long ago, opposed the All-Powerful Director 
[as published], the Egyptian Ibrahim Schaheen, to his 
assistant at the time, Oumar Seck (Chairman of the CNG 
[expansion unknown] Soccer Club), leading to the depar- 
ture of the latter, was the harbinger of bankrupicy. Too 
many loans without collateral were granted to barons, 
laudators, and other “influent” people in the government, 
and never paid back. As the saying goes, “he who does not 
g0 forward goes backward”: the BSK did not recover from 
these losses; yet, it continued to manage day-to-day busi- 
ness. A Wolof proverb says that “he who tries to feed nine 
poor men may well become the 10th.” 


Alt any rate, the bank, which is 59-percent owned by 
Kuwait and 50 percent by Senegal (25 percent by the 
state and 25 percent by private Senegalese citizens), is 
now a sorry sight. 


For the clients, making withdrawals has become next to 
impossible. Actually, the BSK does not refuse to give 
them back their money, but it does not have a red cent in 
its coffers. 


A man of about 40 called me to witness: “You are from 
SOPI? Well, write it in your newspaper and give my 
name. I have been trying to get back my three million 
[African Financial Community-CFA francs] for seven 
months already. And the bank cannot even give me 
enough to cover my daily expenses. | am now deep in 
debt to feed my family, while my money lies id:c in this 
miserable bank.” The clients ended up swarming around 
me; all wanted to confide in SOPI, as if it were their last 
hope. “I have 17 million and change lying idle here. I was 
one of the very first clients of this bank. I am retired now. 
I did not come here to ask for something, or to borrow, 
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or to beg. I came to recover what is owed to me, money 
that I have saved franc by franc, by the sweat of my 
brow. If they don't give me back my money, one of these 
days | am going to make a scene.” 


A Senegalese citizen from Sierra Leone almost cried over 
what he called “a legal swindle.” “I must go back to 
Sierra Leone and I don’t have one franc in my pocket. | 
am hungry; I have eaten nothing since this morning. If at 
least they would give me 5,000 francs to cat until they 
pay me back my 500,000 without which I shall never be 
able to go back to Srerza Leone.” 


A swindle? It does look like it, for the BSK has found a 
miracle solution to get some peace: They give their 
clients false debit statements, which is a criminal offense 
punishable by law if the clients were to file charges 
against “the house of Schaheen.” Some clients came 
back furious, brandishing indignantly these false debit 
statements that they were told had been sent to the other 
banks where these clients had opened new accounts. 


What is strange is that. as soon as he felt near to 
bankruptcy, His Excellency Schaheen [as published] 
advised his “compatriots” (Egyptians, Lebanese-Syrians, 
Kuwaitis, and other Arabs) to withdraw their money 
before the disaster. Today, and for the past seven 
months, there were only “negroes” standing in line every 
day at the BSK. 


Yet, a “solution” was found, but what a solution! The 
Kuwaiti partners were in Dakar around 20 December. 
They met with the board. The discussions were tough. 
long and bitter. The Kuwaiti were indignant, above all, 
at the frivolous, casual, and unscrupulous manner in 
which Senegalese leaders impoverished the BSK. Finally, 
they decided to give the bank one last chance: they wil! 
once again bail it out and make it possible to compensate 
the clients who have been running afier their money for 
so long. But on one condition: half of the bank personne! 
must be laid off, which the Senegalese Government 
accepted without batting an eyelid. And that is another 
story, another battle in perspective between the BSK 
union and Alia Diene Drame, and one which already 
promises to be exciting. Let's wait and sec.... 


* President's Daughter Accused 
34190079D Dakar SOP! in French 22 Dec 89 pp 1, 4-5 


[Article: “Fabienne Diouf, the Percentage Queen: She 
Exacts a Ransom From Foreign Investors; Mrs. Bagou 
Gets an Exemption of Over 200 Million Signed by Collin” 


[Excerpts] You certainly know who Fabienne Diouf 1s. 
But just to be sure, let's recall that she is the elder 
daughter of Mrs. Abdou Diouf. Mrs. Bagou, on the other 
hand, is someone most Senegalese certainly have never 
heard of. Well, Mrs. Bagou is Fabienne Diouf, the 
daughter of the man who calls himself “President of all 
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the Senegalese.’ Why Bagou, then? Simply because Fabi- 
enne married an Ivorian named Brissy Sylvain Bagou, 
and from this short-lived union a son was born: Abdou 
Bagou (named after his grandfather). 


From this union several commercial companies were 
also born, which, like that of Serigne Ndiaye Bouna, a 
cousin, benefited from exceptional and even exorbitant 
advantages and facilities, amounting to several hundreds 
of millions. These companies (Serka-Auto, Senega! Sun 
Travel, SAPAA [African Agrifood Production Com- 
pany]) were as short-lived as the Bagou marriage, and the 
hundreds of muiiions squandered with the help of the 
highest authorities in the countries melted away like 
snow. But, as our Ivorian cousins (Bagou's fellow coun- 
trymen) will say, “if money was lost, it was not lost for 
everybody.” Actually (like the money embezzled by 
Serigne), it went into numbered foreign accounts. 


But before getting involved (certainly to impress Bagou) 
in the all-out creation of companies and in takeovers, 
Ms. Fabienne Diouf had already made it her specialty to 
hunt for percentages; she started the moment her father 
became head of the Senegalese state. She would negotiate 
and sign contracts or conventions with anybody who 
wished to invest in Senegal or intended to sign an 
agreement with the Senegalese Government. The *Pres- 
ident’s”’ daughter would demand a commiss’‘on of one to 
five percent on the value of the investments contem- 
plated in order to “act” and favor the signature of the 
contract or commercial agreement by the Senegalese 
Government. This was the case, for instance, with the 
Swiss company Universal Engineering and Finance Cor- 
poration (UNEFICO), a company headquartered in 
Geneva, which was responsible, among other projects, 
for “the turnkey construction of the Kaolack and Louga 
slaughterhouses.” Already on 23 January 1981, a few 
days after Mr. Abdou Diouf had replaced Senghor, his 
daughter Fabienne signed an agreement with UNEFICO 
(see pages 4 and 5 of our dossier on the Bagou couple's 
companies and Ms. Fabienne Diouf’s conventions and 
“commission” agreements) [passage omitted]. 


On 31 December 1980, President Senghor left office; on 
! January 1981, he was replaced by his former prime 
minister, Mr. Abdou Diouf, a man credited with many 
good qualities, including moral integrity and concern for 
the nation’s welfare. 


Yet, already on 23 January 1981, hardly three weeks 
afier his inauguration, his daughter Fabienne Diouf 
signed a convention with a Swiss company, Universal 
Engineering and Finance Corporation (UNEFICO), 
guaranteeing that the company would be awarded lucra- 
tive contracts with the Senegalese Government. She 
demanded a one-percent (adjustable) commission on all 
contracts UNEFICO might sign with Senegal. 


Actually, this was just the formalization of already 
existing practices: it was common knowledge that Fabi- 
enne was already the “associate” of several questionable 
individuals moving in and out of ‘rade circies to get 
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percentages and commissions from potential investors in 
Senegal. One of them was the famous Cheikh Mbacke, 
the former Sokho husband of television (who posed as a 
rich prince and heir and rented a royal suite at Hotel 
George-V in Paris for one year! Brcause he could not pay 
the bill, he was evicted; the hotel manager was fired and 
became his associate in Dakar). Cheikh, therefore, had 
been ahead of Fabienne in signing a commission con- 
tract with UNEFICO,; when Fabienne joined him, they 
quite naturally shared the commission. This was the 
purpose of the convention shown opposite. [passage 
omitted] 


When the “President's” daughter married Sylvain Brissy 
Bagou (son of the sports coach of Houphouet’s children), 
several ways were considered to endow the young couple 
with some assets of their own and give the “President's” 
son-in-law a semblance of respectability. Hunting for 
commissions, Fabienne’s favorite pastime, would no 
longer do. All sorts of commercial companies were 
created, making sure that they would all get the benefits 
and facilities required to become lucrative in a very short 
time. Here are a few reference points: 


On 9 March 1983 (less than 10 days after Mr. Abdou 
Diouf’s inauguration following the 1983 elections), the 
African Agrifood Production Company (SAPAA) was cre- 
ated. Its promoters were essentially the Bagou couple and 
Serigne Ndiaye Bouna. The company’s purpose was so 
broadly defined that one might think it aimed to encom- 
pass all sectors of the Senegalese economy. In spite of the 
exceptional facilities it may have received, already on 7 
March 1985, Brissy Bagou, chief executive officer, wrote to 
one of its creditors: “We wish to inform you that the 
SAPAA corporation is in liquidation. In agreement with 
Serka-Auto, a limited liability company, we offer to renew 
the lease for the period March 1985-March 1988 (three 
years), in the name of Serka-Auto, which will send you a 
letter to confirm its agreement.” We must believe that the 
young I vorian-Senegalese had had good teachers and knew 
the principle of function splitting, because he and no one 
else was the Serka-Auto company. 


On 4 November 1983, out of the still hot ashes of the 
defunct SAPAA, the Serka-Auto company arose, with 
only two partners: Fabienne Bagou Diouf and Sylvain 
Brissy Bagou. The object of the company was defined 
thus: “rental of all types of vehicles. And, generally 
speaking and as a result of this purpose, any commercial, 
industrial, real estate, financial and other operations 
directly connected with the company’s purpose.” With 
an apathetic husband, Fabienne no doubt wanted to 
handle things herself. 


Ther. she also launched into the shipping and travel 
agency business, buying the Senegal Sun Travel com- 
pany, the owner of the travel agency bearing that name 
and of the Casamance-Express, a ship connecting Dakar 
to Ziguinchor. But Senegal Sun Express, although feted 
by Bagou’s (not Pokou’s) Queen at Hotel George-V, 
which the family loves, soon fizzled out and Faby 
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handed it down to her uncle, Cheikh Tidiane Ndiaye of 
the Express Transit Group (which manages part of the 
president’s family assets). Cheikh renamed it Express- 
Sun Travel, and it made the headlines recently, when 
Faby claimed her uncle still owed her a few million; he, 
in turn, is said to have paid her with dud checks. In other 
words, tit for tat! 


But the company that offers the best example of direct 
intervention from the state apparatus to elevate the 
“President’s” daughter and his son-in-law was undeni- 
ably Serka-Auto. 


To please Fabienne, Serka-Auto was granted special 
preferred status. 


On 25 May 1984, Serka-Auto wrote to the minister of 
economy and finance asking for the “temporary suspen- 
sion of customs duties and taxes” on vehicles it imported. 
On | June 1984 (i.e., less than one week later), the ministry 
of economy and finance answered; in letter No. 02882/ 
MEF/CAB 8 bis, it approved a six-month temporary 
suspension until the company would be granted preferred 
status. A record of administrative diligence that deserves 
to be added to the book of records! 


On 8 August 1984, through presidential decree 
No.00997, Mr. Jean Collin, acting on Mr. Abdou Diouf’s 
authority, granted preferred status to Serka-Auto, owned 
by Fabienne Diouf and her spouse. 
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On 14 April 1987, in letter No.009856, the director of 
Customs Receipts authorized “the final duty and tax exemp- 
tion of the four vehicles, after final audit of the temporary 
admission and temporary suspension documents.” 


One might say that because Fabienne is a Senegalese 
citizen, she had the right to ask for the preferred status 
provided under the Investment Code. But this objection 
is soon brushed aside by the following revelations: the 
vehicles imported by Serka-Auto were actually not 
intended for the company’s operations or as an invest- 
ment in the tourism sector, but for resale to other carriers 
on the Senegalese market, who lacked “the connections.” 
To provide their company with a semblance of activity, 
the management of Serka-Auto (Fabienne and Brissy) 
obtained, with USB [Senegalese Banking Union] 
approval, a guarantee for a 24-million leasing operation 
to lease vehicles to a loc. ! company, Locafrique. 


As we publish this dossier, all these companies are defunct; 
Bagou has been dismissed and promptly sent back to Ivory 
Coast with a nest egg as hush money; Fabienne, who 
managed to extort Brissy’s signature so she would own 
nearly all of the 1,000 shares of Serka-Auto, is now 
exploring other prospects and still on the lookout for 
commissions. This is how all the billions that make the 
headlines of the LE SOLEIL day after day return to foreign 
countries. And this is why those who really work may well 
not get paid at the end of every month! 
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